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Abstract: “Teacher is a maker of man. He is foundation of all Education, and thus of the whole 
civilization of mankind, present and future. No nation reconstruction is possible without the active 
cooperation of the teacher”. - John Adams. 
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1. Introduction * 

Education is the ultimate realm of the 
Homosapiens. It is a process aimed at 
socialized and humanizing individual citizen 
through their life from birth till death. It is 
institutionalized and formal for a specific period 
but lifelong and suited to ones environment, 
ability, interest, aspiration, aptitude etc. and 
carried on preferably outside the institutional 
premises through life nonformally and 
informally and more significant and rewarding. 
Education is a process of enlightenment and 
empowerment of the individual for achievement 
of better and high quality of life. The Education 
Commission (1964-66) has emphatically opined 
that “The quality and competence and character 
of teachers to be the most significant factor 
influencing the quality of education and its 
contribution to National development.”  

2. The importance of the teacher in national life  

The importance of the teacher in national 
life cannot be over-emphasized. It is he who 
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influences the immature minds of the youth. He 
treats and tries to mould the living stuff into 
various forms. The future of the nation is 
fashioned by him through the process of 
education. A nation trying to march ahead on the 
roads to progress can leave the education of her 
sons and daughter in the hands of incompetent 
teachers only at its own risk. “The world of 
tomorrow will be born from the schools of today” 
says M.L Jacks. In this way, teachers, indeed, is 
the true builder of the nation. 

In the past, teachers were held by all in the 
highest esteem. Even kings and emperors used 
to look upto them for guidance and advice in 
hours of crisis. As a matter of fact, teachers 
were the trustees of common welfare. Teachers 
in those days days were the true benefactors of 
society. History is full of examples which 
clearly show that great decisions of vital 
importance to the whole nation were taken on 
the directions of the teachers. Such was the 
importance which was enjoyed by teachers in 
the past. 

A nation is built by its citizens, citizens are 
moulded by teachers and teachers are made by 
teacher-educators. Chanakya has rightly stated, 
“Teacher is the maker of nation” So for the 
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development of the country, it is very important 
to have good teachers and good teachers can be 
produced only if we have a good system of 
teacher education and dedicated and efficient 
teacher-educators.  

3. A nation builder 

The teacher can be rightly called a nation 
builder. Teachers through their perseverance 
love and sacrifices have shown us the right path 
in which great men have built our nation. It is 
our dear teachers who mould our character, our 
personality and show us the right direction 
which leads us to our final destination.  

Flourishing national development and a 
society truly prosperous with knowledge all 
begins from its teachers. While the role of 
knowledge and a skilled society with visions 
and aspirations in the success of a nation cannot 
be stressed enough, it should also be 
remembered that knowledge cannot be acquired 
if it is not sought and received through the help 
of the teacher. This is why everyone should put 
efforts into seeking as much knowledge as 
possible, and appreciate the teacher's 
importance in guiding us and the generations to 
come, to become knowledgeable and morally 
upright people. Knowledge received without a 
teacher's guidance can be compared to a blind 
man walking without his stick. Because of this, 
teachers need to have a high level of 
commitment towards their duties and 
responsibilities which have been entrusted to 
them. The teacher is a judge who gives marks 
and ratings. He differentiates children on the 
basis of their intellectual and often social skills 
in preparation for the social and occupational 
roles which they eventually play. He does this 
by recommending promotions and demotions 
within the school, nominating children to take 
certain examinations and counseling children 
and their parents with regard to appropriate 
school courses, and employment possibilities.  

The teacher is a representative of the 
society who inculcates moral precepts. In the 

development of a country, great attention has to 
be paid to education and learning, as well as 
good morals, and nobody is more suited to 
assist in this process than the humble teacher. 
Without teachers, both knowledge and morals 
would suffer.  

4. A multi-faceted task  

The role of the teacher is a multi-faceted 
one comprising academic, pedagogical and 
social roles. Academic roles comprise teaching, 
counseling and supervisory roles while 
pedagogical roles include instructional, 
evaluation and facilitating roles. As a facilitator 
of learning, the teacher is involved in 
motivating pupils to learn, maintaining control 
in the classroom and the school in general, and 
creating a conducive environment for learning 
to take place. Social roles of the teacher includes 
among others socializing roles which is preparing 
pupils to participate in the way of life of the 
society; others include reference roles, detective 
roles, parent surrogate (or substitute parent), 
confidants and affectionate roles.  

No other personality can have an influence 
more profound than that of a teacher. Students 
are deeply affected by the teacher's love and 
affection, his character, his competence, and his 
moral commitment. A popular teacher becomes 
a model for his students. The students try to 
follow their teacher in his manners, customs, 
etiquette, style of conversation and his get up. 
He is their ideal. He can lead them anywhere. 
During their early education, the students tend 
to determine their aims in life and their future 
plans, in consultation with their teachers.  

Therefore, a corrupt and decadent class of 
teachers can harm a nation more seriously than 
a class of corrupt and perverted judiciary, army, 
police, bureaucracy, politicians or technocrats. 
A corrupt and incompetent teacher is not only a 
bad individual, but also the harbinger of a 
corrupt and incompetent generation. A nation 
with corrupt teachers is a nation at risk; every 
coming day announces the advent of its 
approaching destruction.  
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5. Teacher should play a cardinal role  

Teachers therefore, have to play a cardinal 
role in the building up of the character of the 
next generation. It is a fact that a civilization 
cannot rise out of a skeleton of mere ideas and 
abstract concepts. Civilization finds a concrete 
shape in the practical behaviour of a nation, 
based on these principles and concepts. Once 
the practical aspect is gone, the civilization also 
disappears and can only be studied through its 
remnants preserved in museums and chronicles. 
This necessitates the provision of a learning 
atmosphere throbbing with life in our 
educational institutions through the presence of 
the teacher, with a view to infuse confidence in 
our students and to enable them to be proud of 
their culture, to respect their national character 
and national emblems, and to ornament 
themselves with societal conduct and morals. 
They should stand firm on the centuries old 
foundations of their cultural tradition and at the 
same time should establish standards of 
excellence in their academic performance.  

The essence of the teacher as a nation 
builder cannot be over-emphasized. Good 
teachers need to be themselves constantly 
seeking knowledge, be of good character, have 
high motivation and be creative, innovative and 
effective in the teaching strategies. The good 
deeds of teachers are great; because of them, we 
will grow to become knowledgeable people 
who will be of use to society, religion and our 
nation and country. 

Teachers are the future builders of our 
country, they are the providers of knowledge 
and wisdom. They are the basic source of 
education for most of the people of the country 
and they are the ones who build the future of the 
nation. The teachers can very easily decide what 
they want the nation to look like and educate the 
masses accordingly. They have the ability and the 
strength to fight the odds and make India a 
powerful and a well educated country. 

Teachers have a vital role in nation building 
because the future is totally in their hands. They 
choose to be the fortune builders of the country 

and if you really want to know how important 
teachers are for their country, try imagining a 
nation without them. It will only be a nation of 
utter chaos where nobody would step up to 
make sure the kids get the best education and 
the knowledge to sustain a good and healthy 
life. The nation will no longer be able to 
progress and the population will be sick. Here 
are a few characteristics of the roles that our 
teachers play every single day- 

Making the children ready for a challenging 

life - it starts at a very early age, the teachers 
take the kids away from their parents for a few 
hours and teach them in a total different 
environment. They try and make the 
environment as friendly as possible, but it is 
still different from the environment at home. 
Knowingly or unknowingly, teachers prepare 
the kids for unknown environment which they 
might have to face in their lives. 

Literacy and wisdom - The teachers not 
only make the child literate so that he/she can 
earn enough to have a normal lifestyle, they 
also provide words of wisdom every day which 
shape the personality of the child. Many 
children are influenced by their teachers more 
than the parents. A teacher is mostly selfless 
and believes in dissipating whatever 
information he/she can to make the kid wiser 
than yesterday. 

A friend, philosopher and guide - Today we 
can see that teachers have moved on from the 
basic image of a strict teacher, they have 
become much more for their students. They 
provide a friendly shoulder to cry on when the 
kid is in a problem, they tell about the 
philosophies of life so that the child could take 
lessons and apply to his/her own life and they 
guide the child to follow the right path. The 
teachers have the courage to push the kid to do 
what they want to, even if it has never been 
done before. 

Well-wishers - No other job makes a person 
worried if a child’s parent is divorced, a drunk 
or a wife abuser. Teachers are the ones who 
have full knowledge of the child’s life, the 
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environment back home, his mindset and his 
capabilities. They always try and strike a 
balance between all of these things and make 
sure that the kid’s future doesn’t get affected in 
a bad way. 

Nation builder - A nation comprises of the 
children way more than adults. The children are 
the future and the teachers are the ones who are 
getting them ready for their task. With optimum 
education, wisdom, exposure and resources, the 
teachers are building the nation for tomorrow 
brick by brick and the foundation is so solid 
that the nation will only grow upwards. 

6. Teaching as a profession  

Teaching as a profession is probably the 
most challenging because it combines all the 
other professions in order to help a child grow. 
One has to have good communication skills, 
managerial skills, reading and writing skills, 
storytelling skills, everything. The teachers 
have selflessly and courageously chosen the 
path where they will always be working for the 
mankind and for its good. Not everybody has 
the heart to do it. The leaders of today are 
getting the leaders of tomorrow ready. 

Times have now undergone, a tremendous 
change. teachers have lost their old glory. they 
are now looked down upon in society. Their 
economic condition is simply miserable. Even 
the Government peons are better off than the 
primary, junior, and even High School teachers. 
We all know that economically our country is 
backward and the standard of living of the 
masses is low. In a country of such low 
standards, the teacher stands at the lowest rung 
of the ladder. 

Besides this, we live in a materialistic 
world. Only those command respect and 
position in society who have enough money. 
The teacher, being poor, does not enjoy any 
prestige in society. He suffers in many other 
ways also. It has become a common feeling 
with the people that, one who fails 
everywhere else and has been rejected at all 

other places, becomes teacher as a last resort. 
In this way also teaching profession has been 
down-graded, their services are considered 
non essential and thus they do not get 
necessary recognition fro society. 

There is great dissatisfaction and frustration 
among them. Working conditions in schools 
and colleges are appalling. It is needed very sad 
that such persons are in charge of education as 
are themselves quite ignorant. They often treat 
teachers as their domestic servants. Teachers 
remain helpless in getting such shocking 
conditions improved. 

7. Education is a complicated process 

Education is a complicated process. Not 
only the teacher, but so many other agencies 
also take part in educating the youth. We are all 
aware of the influence of the cinema on the 
minds of children. How quickly they imitate the 
ways of dressing, walking and talking of their 
favorite stars is a matter of common experience. 
The television has also become quite popular. 
This too has its influence on children. Various 
other public activities like elections and 
meetings of political parties also serve as 
agencies of education. Rather, he has a very 
limited influence. 

8. Conclussion  

Today, education is increasingly being 
regarded as the major weapon in the crusade for 
supremacy on the economic front. Television, 
telephone and computers are reshaping 
practically every walk of life, including 
education. The classrooms of tomorrow could 
be entirely different fro those of today. The 
teachers will play a very significant role. It 
would not only be complex but also full of 
challenges, because dependence on the teacher 
will gradually diminish for an individual leaner. 
The television, telephone and computer will 
take over and encourage self-learning. Distance 
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education may reduce the need to devote 
much time within the four walls of the 
classroom. New techniques of assessment 
will be available to the realistic assessment 
would also provide an opportunity for self-
directed improvement by the learner, which is 
rare in the existing system. 

However, the situation is not so depressing 
for a teacher. The importance of the role of the 
teachers as an agent of change, promoting 
understanding and tolerance has become more 
obvious and is likely to become even more 
critical in the 21st century . This places 
enormous responsibilities on teachers who 
participate in the molding of the character and 
minds of the new generation. 

Indeed, it will be unfortunate for our 
country, if conditions of the teaching profession 
are allowed to deteriorate further. Let all round 
improvement be made in the conditions of the 
teachers without any further delay. Then only 
they will be able to play their vital role as 
nation builders. Then alone will education 
become a vital source of national integration. 
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