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So sanh ngdn ngit hoc bién doi - tao sinh ciia Chomsky
va ngon ngtt hoc chirc nang cua Halliday

Lé Van Canh*

Phong Hop tic Quoc té, Truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngit, Dai hoc Quobc gia Ha Néi,
Puong Pham Van Dong, Cau Giay, Ha Noi, Viét Nam

Nhén ngay 06 thang 8 ndm 2010

Tém tit. Noam Chomsky va Michael Halliday 12 hai trong s nhitng nha ngdn ngit hoc 16n cia
thoi dai ching ta. Ly thuyét ngon ngit hoc ciia hai 6ng déu c6 anh hudng siu rong trong gidi ngdn
ngit hoc 1y thuyét va ngdn ngit hoc tmg dung, mic dit d6 1a hai truong phai 1y thuyét khac nhau do
ching duoc dya trén hai co so triét hoc khac nhau. Chomsky chiu anh huéng cua triét hoc
Descartes cho rang ¥ thirc va vat chit khéng c6 bat ctr mdi lién hé gi v6i nhau con Halliday chiu
anh huong cua thuyét tién héa cta Darwin rang ngon ngit va y thirc tuin theo nhiing quy luét ciia
moi van dé trong doi sdng hién thuc. Bai viét nay trinh bay nhiing ndi dung chinh, nhiing luan
diém quan trong trong 1y thuyét ctia hai nha ngdn ngit hoc vi dai nay. Trén co s d6, tac gia di dén
két luan rang ly thuyét ciia hai ong thyuc chat khong loai trir nhau ma ndm trén mot thé lién tyc.
Dong thdi téc gia cling 14p luan ring ca ly thuyét ngit phdp tim 1y ciia Chomsky va ngit phép chirc
ning-hé thdng ciia Halliday deu 1a ngr phdp tra ctru chir khong thé tr thanh ngir phap nha truong duoc
do chung qud phirc tap va rbi rim mic dit mdi trudng phéi déu c6 nhig tmg dung riéng. Bai viét ciing
dwa ra mot sd goi ¥ vé van dé day ngi phép trong gido duc ngoai ngit.

Tir khéa: Ngit phap bién di-tao sinh, ngit phdp chirc nang-hé thong, ngit ning, ngir hién, day ngit phap.

C6 mot sy trung lap thd vi 1a hai trong sO
nhiing nha ngdn ngir hoc 16n cua thoi dai ching
ta - Noam Chomsky va Michael Halliday - déu
sinh nam 1928 tai hai quic gia & hai bd Dai Tay
Duong, mot nguoi sinh & Hoa Ky, con nguoi kia
sinh & nuéc Anh. Ca hai déu 1a nhitng nha ngit
hoc Vi dai v6i hai truong phdi 1y thuyét ngdn ngi
hoc rat khic nhau. Mot nguoi nghién ctru ngdn
ngir theo quan diém sinh hoc, con nguoi kia theo
quan diém xa hoi hoc. Vay d6 c6 phai 1a hai
truong phdi ngdn ngit hoc d6i 1ap nhau? Trén co
so phan tich sy khac biét gitta hai truong phai
ngdn ngit hoc ma hai éng 1a dai dién, bai viét di
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dén két luan 13 hai truong phai ngdn ngir hoc nay
khong loai trir 14n nhau ma bd sung cho nhau va
nam trong mot thé lién tuc (continuum). Nhan
day, ching tdi cling dua ra mt vai ggi y mang
tinh nguyén tic cho viéc day ngit phap trong linh
vuc gido duc ngoai ngi.

Noam Chomsky

Sinh ra & bang Philadelphia (Hoa Ky),
Chomsky theo hoc nganh todn, triét hoc va ngén
nglr tai Pai hoc Pennsylvania. Sau khi bao v¢
luan 4n tién sy nganh ngdn ngit hoc vio nim
1955, 6ng tham gia giang day tai Vién Cong nghé
Massachussetts tir nim 1955 dén nay va duoc
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phong la Gido su ctia Vién vao ndm 1976.

Su dong gop cua Chomsky cho nganh ngoén
ngir hoc 12 hét sirc to 16n. Ly thuyét ngodn ngir cua
6ng c6 anh hudng trén pham vi toan cau, ca trén
binh dién 1y thuyét 13n binh dién tng dung. Ly
thuyet ngon ngir cta Chomsky c6 strc 16i cudn to
16n d6i voi nhiéu nha ngdn ngir hoc trén thé gioi
trong thap ky 70 vi ly thuyét nay hira hen mot
phuong phap tu duy khoa hoc. John Lyons [1:iii],
trong phan gidi thiéu cuon Chomsky xuét ban
nam 1970 cho rang cubn sich nay danh cho
nhitng ngudi khong phai 1a cdc nha ngdn ngit hoc
chuyén nghiép. Trong sut 10 trang dau ciia cudn
sdch nay, Lyons nhiéu lan ding tir “khoa hoc” dé
gi6i thiéu vé Chomsky nham muc dich phén biét
Iy thuyét cia Chomsky vai 1y thuyét ctia cdc nha
ngbn nglt hoc khic ma Lyons ham y cho la
“khong c6 co s¢ khoa hoc”. Rutherford (1998)
[2:2] ciing khing dinh ring “ngdn ngir hoc tao
sinh dua ra co s& 1y thuyét dugc nghién ciu ky
ludng nhit cho viéc nghién ctru ngir phap”. Tuy
nhién, theo chiing t6i thi 1y thuyét ciia Chomsky
mang tinh gia dinh khoa hoc nhiéu hon nén
khéng thé kiém chimg dugc. La nguoi theo hoc
triét hoc, Chomsky chiu anh huéng nhiéu cua
triét hoc ¢b dién Hy-La va chu nghia duy 1y Phip,
nhét 1a 1y thuyét vé tinh ludng phéan giita tri ndo
va co thé (mind-body duality) ctia Descarter va
quan niém vé cdc pham trd ngir phip cua
Aristotle.

Chomsky 1a nguoi sdng 1ap ra truong phéi
ngit phdp bién ddi-tao sinh (transformational-
generative grammar). Sau nay, 1y thuyét ctia 6ng
duoc trinh bay duéi nhiéu tén goi khic nhau: ngit
phép phd quat (universal grammar), ngit phép
bién d6i (transformational grammar), ngit phép
tao sinh (generative grammar), chuong trinh toi
gian (minimalist program). Téc phdm ciia 6ng
“Cdu triic cii phdp” (Syntactic Structures) Xudt
ban nam 1957 dugc danh gia 1a mét trong nhiing
thanh tyu tri tué€ cua thé ky XX. Trong cudn sich
nay, Chomsky cho rang muc dich cia ly thuyét
ngdn ngit vé co ban 12 miéu ta ci phap, tirc 1a chi
ra cy thé céc quy tic lam co s¢ cho viéc tao cau.
Vé sau, Chomsky phat trién 1y thuyét nay trong
cong trinh “Nhitng van dé Iy lugn cii phdp”

(Aspects of the Theory of Syntax) cong b nim
1965 trong d6 6ng dat ra nhimg muc dich tham
vong hon, cu thé, 6ng cho rang muyc dlch cua ly
thuyét ngdn ngit 12 giai thich tat ca cdc mbi quan
hé ngdn ngit gitra hé thong am thanh vai hé thong
nghia cta ngdén nglt d6. Tuy nhién Chomsky da
khong thuc hién dugc muc dich nay, hay néi cach
khéc 1y thuyét ciia ong khong du co so dé ly giai
mdi quan h¢ glu’a cau tric nglt phdp voi cau tric
ngilr nghia va cau tric 4m vi. Hinh nhu Chomsky
chdp nhan quan diém 16-gic cia Aristotle ring
ngir phap quyét dinh ngit nghia.

Tam diém trong 1ap luan ciia Chomsky 1a hat
nhén cii phép ciia bat ky ngdn ngit nao ciing phirc
tap va cu thé vé hinh thdi dén mic khong mot
dura tré ndo c6 thé hoc dugc hat nhan cu phap do
trir khi dira tré khi sinh ra dd c6 sin kién thirc ngit
phép, tirc 1a dira tré da c6 kién thirc bam sinh
hoan chinh vé mét hé théng ngit phdp phd quat
(universal grammar).Véi kién thirc thién bam
(innate) vé ngir phdp phd quat, dta tré tiép nhan
nglt phdp cd biét (particular grammar), tirc ngit
phép cia tiéng me dé théng qua kinh nghiém.
Luu Nhuan Thanh (2004) [3: 352] so dd hoa qua
trinh chuyen héa tir ngit phap phd quat sang ngir
phép cé thé (ctia timg ngdn ngit cu thé) dudi tic
dong cta kinh nghiém nhu sau (xem so dd 1).

Nhu vdy, Chomsky la nguoi dau tién dua ra
gia thuyét rang moi dira tré déu c6 kha nang thién
bam (innate capacity) dé 1am chu nglr phap va
cau tric sdu (deep structures) ciia tiéng me dé.
Gia thuyét nay dya trén co so két qua quan sat
thdy rang tré em hoc ngit phap nhanh hon nhiéu
nh¢ kha nang suy luan cic quy tic tir cdc vi du
ngdn ngir nguoi 16n cung cap cho tre. Xuét phét
tir 1ap ludn cho rang ngdn ngir (chinh xdc hon la
hé thdéng cii phdp ciia bat ky ngdn ngit nao) la
mot hé thong phirc hop va triru tugng gdm céc
quy tic nén nhiém vy cua céc nha nghién ctru quéa
trinh thy déc ngdn ngir 1a phai mi€u ta cho duoc
hé thong quy tac d6 va ly giai cach thic con
nguoi tiép nhan hé thong d6. Theo Chomsky,
ngit phiap mang tinh ludng nghia hé thdng
(systematic ambiguity): «St dung thuat ngir ngtr
phép vdi tinh ludng nghia hé théng (thir nhat né
c6 nghia 1a “Iy thuyét ngon ngi” thé hién & nguoi
ban ngit va thir hai 12 sy miéu ta 1y thuyét d6 cua
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nha ngén ngi), chiing ta c6 thé néi rang tré nho
da c6 mot hé thong ngit phdp phai sinh phat trién

va dugc trinh hién bén trong dua tré dé.»
(Chomsky, 1965) [4].

Kinh nghiém
Ngit phap phd quat (UG) Ngit phap c thé (PG)
PG=0.UG )
(o 1a tham sO vé noi sinh hay mdi truong ngdn nglt s€ quyet dinh ngdn ngit cu the)

Sodd 1

NGi cich khéc, Chomsky cho ring ngit phép
vira 12 1y thuyét do cdc nha ngdn ngit hoc xay
dung nén dé miéu ta ning lyc ngdn ngit cua
nguoi ndi ngdn ngir d6 vua la nang luc ngdn ngir
clia nguoi néi ngdn ngit d6. Trén co s do
Chomsky dua ra su phén biét gilta “ngit ning”
(linguistic competence) va “ngir hién” (linguistic
performance). Theo ong ngir ndng la kién thic
ctia con nguoi Ve ngdn ngir ma thuc chét 1a kién
thitc ¢t phdp vé tiéng me dé con ngit hién la hanh
vi ngdn ngir hay nhing 101 n6i con nguoi san sinh
ra vao bt cir lic ndo trong nhiing tmh huong cu
thé va n6 chiu anh hudng cua v so céc yéu tb
khéc nhau. Nang lyc ngdn ngix tiém an bén trong,
khoéng thé quan sat tryc tiép du:orc ma chi ¢6 thé
quan st duge mot cich gian tiép thong qua hanh
vi ngén ngit. Do vay, Chomsky cho rang ddi
tuwong nghién ctru cia ngdn nglt hoc 1a nang luc
ngdn ngit (tire kién thirc vé cii phap) chir khong
phai hanh vi ngbn ngi.

Trong cudn «Nhiing van dé Iy luan ci phap»
[4], Chomsky dua ra khai niém méi thay thé cho
toan by cac khdi niém ma 6ng da st dung tur
trudc nhu “ngir phap bién ddi-tao sinh”, “ngit
phép phé quat”, “ngit nang” va “ngir hién”. Khai
niém méi nay c6 tén goi 1a “Chuong trinh ti
gidn” (Minimalist Program). V&i khéi niém nay,
Chomsky dua ra su khac biét gitta E-language
(ngdn ngit ngoai tai) va I-language (ngdn ngit ndi
tai). E-language “nim ngoai” ngudi hoc. N6
chinh 1a hinh thirc nglt phap dugc trinh bay trong
cdc sach nglr phdp dung trong cic nha trudng.
N6i cach khéc, ngit phdp duge xem 1a mot chudi
tuyén tinh cdc “mau cau” hay cac “cau tric cau”

dwoc nguoi hoc tich lity dan dan qua thoi gian. I-
language hay ngon ngit noi tai “nam trong” nguoi
hoc. P6 1a ngdn ngir dwoc luu trir trong dau
ngudi hoc. Ngit phdp chinh 12 kién thirc ¢ sin
trong dau nguoi hoc dudi hinh thirc cdc quy tic
hay cic nguyén ly cho phép nguoi hoc tao ra vo
s6 nhimg phat ngdn méi va dnh gid ngit phap
tinh trong c4c cau nguoi khéc tao ra.

Han ché ciia Iy thuyét ngon ngit hoc ma
Chomsky dua ra la ong da khong nhin thay su
gin két co ban giita ngon ngit va giao tiép, giita
nghia va cdc hanh dong 161 néi (speech acts) .
Toan bé Iy thuyét ciia Chomsky dua trén dirc tin
cta Ong rang ciu 1a khach thé triru twong duoc
nguoi ta san sinh ra va hiéu ching tich roi véi
vai trd hay chtic ning giao tiép cta cAu. Hinh nhu
Chomsky quan niém rang ciu dugc ngudi ta sir
dung mét cich ngiu nhién dé néi chuyén véi
ngudi khac. Nhu vdy, vin d& sir dung ngdn ngit
hay néi theo cich cua Chomsky la “khia canh
sdng tao cua ngdn ngit ... kha nang san sinh ra
10i n6i phit hop véi cac tinh hudng giao tiép, mac
dix d6 1a nhitng 161 n6i duge sdng tao ra lan dau
va kha nang hiéu dugc 161 néi ciia nhitng nguoi
khac ¢ nhiing con ngudi binh thuong” (Chomsky
1980) [5] khong thudc pham vi nghién ciru cua ly
thuyét ngdn ngir ong dwa ra. Phé phan han ché
nay trong 1y thuyét ciia Chomsky, nha ngdn ngi
hoc xa hdi nguoi My la Dell Hymes (1972) [6: 45]
ndi “Cé nhitng quy tac v& céch st dung ma thiéu
chiing thi nhitng quy tic ngir phap s& la vo dung.”

Han ché thir hai trong 1y thuyét ciia Chomsky
1a n6 khéng 1y giai dugc van dé ngit nghia vi
Chomsky khong thdy duoc thuc t& 1a ning luc
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ngir nghia chinh 12 kha ning biét cach néi chuyén
nhu thé ndo, tirc 12 biét céch thuc hién cdc hanh
dong 161 néi. N6i cich khéc, Chomsky qud nhéan
manh vao khia canh sinh hoc va coi nhe khia
canh xa hoi cua ngdn ngit. Pay chinh la su khic
biét gitra Chomsky va Halliday.

Han ché thir ba trong ly thuyét cua Chomsky
1a quan ni¢ém cho rang tat ci cdc ngon ngir déu c6
cdc cau tric sau (deep structure) giong nhau -
mot quan ni€ém chiu anh hudng cia Aristotle. bé
minh hoa cho quan diém ctia minh, Chomsky 1ap
ludn rang tat ca cdc ngdn ngir ciia loai nguoi déu
¢6 hai tir loai 12 danh tir va dong tir. Puing 1a tat
ca cdc ngdn ngit déu c6 nhitng tir 1am chirc ning
goi tén cho “sy vat” hay “dbi twong” nhung c6 18
khéng ai ¢6 thé phi nhan dugc thyc té 12 nhimg
nguoi thudc cic nén vin hoé khéc nhau tri nhan
nhiing sy vét hay ddi tuong d6 theo nhiing céch
khéc nhau va t6 chitc chiing trong bd nio ciia ho
khong theo mot cdch théng nhat. Gan diy cac
nha ngdn ngit hoc tri nhan da béc bé quan diém
nay cia Chomsky bang cich khing dinh ngon
nglt mang tinh tri nhén (cognitive) ma sy tri nhan
cua con nguoi lai mang tinh xa hdi va trai nghiém
(Robinson & Ellis, 2009) [7].

Chomsky cho ring ngén ngit ¢6 hai loai cau
tric: ciu tric bé mat (surface structures) va chu
tric sdu (deep structure) nhung 6ng lai khong
trinh bay dwoc mdi quan hé giita hai loai cau tric
nay. Trong hai loai cdu tric ndy thi cdi nao c6
truéc? Chiing anh huong dén nhau theo quan hé
nhén-qua hay c4i nay tao ra cai kia? Néu ching
khéc nhau thi ci gi tic dong dén sy khic nhau d6?
Con néu ching ¢6 quan h¢ v6i nhau thi lam thé
nao dé c6 thé phan biét ching? Ngay ca khi
chiing ta chap nhan rang cau tric sau 12 yéu td
duy nhat quyét dinh ciu tric bé mat hay ngdn
ngir thi chiing ta ciing khé c6 thé chap nhan viéc
c6 nhimg “quy tic” quy dinh anh huéng cta cau
triic sAu ddi voi cau tric bé mat. Suy cho ciing,
“quy tic” 1a do con ngudi sdng tao ra va trong
ngdn ngit thi quy tic d6 khong don thuan chi 1a
quy luat cia ty nhién. Quan diém cho ring c6
nhiing quy luat vét 1y trong tu nhién chi phdi cic
hanh dong ngdn ngilt hay tu duy cuia con ngudi 1a
quan diém qud ngdy tho. Con nguoi séng trong

mdi truong xd hoi va chinh trong cdi moi trudng
xa hoi ddy chiing ta hoc cach thay doi cac quy tac
d6 hoic it ra cing diéu chinh cdc quy tac d6 du
chiing ta tuén theo quy tic d6 mot cich chu y hay
khong chi y. Va mot khi ching ta thay doi quy
tic, ching ta thay dbi thé gi¢i hay méi truong
xung quanh. Néu diéu nay xay ra trong céc linh
vuc khac cta hoat dong ctia con nguoi thi tai sao
n6 lai khong xay ra véi ciu triic sdu cia ngon ngit?
DAy la nhitng van dé chua rd trong 1y thuyét cua
Chomsky. Ngoai ra Iy thuyét cia Chomsky ciing
chua néi 1én dugc quan hé gitra cau tric sau voi
céc yéu t6 ngoai ngdn ngit anh huong den ngon
ngit ctia ca nhan.Véi quan niém cho rang ngir
nang (hngulstlc competence) thuan tuy chi la
kién thuc vé cdc quy tic ngit phap, Chomsky da
bo qua khia canh xa hoi ctia ngdn ngit dong thoi
danh dong gitta ngon ngit viét va ngdn ngit néi.

Michael Halliday

Halliday sinh nim 1928 tai thanh phd
Yorkshire, Vuong qubc Anh, ciing qué v6i nguoi
thdy cia ong 1a JR. Firth. Véi gan 100 bai
chuyén dé dwoc Cong ty phat hanh Continuum
Publishers bién tap va xuit ban thanh mot bd
sach 10 tap vao dip murng tho 6ng 80 tudi (2008),
Halliday 1a mot nha ngbn ngit hoc thién tai, mot
dai dién kiét Xuét ctia ngon nglt hoc chure nang-hé
théng. Chiu anh huéng nhiéu ciia 6ng thay dong
huong khi con dang hoc tai Pai hoc Luan-don,
dac biét 1a nguyén tic “ngdn canh tinh hudng”
(context of situation) va nguyén tic “hé thong”
(system), Halliday xdy dung 1y thuyét ngén ngi
hoc vai tén goi la 1y thuyét ngdn ngit hoc chirc
ning-h¢ théng (systemic-functional linguistics).
Mac du chiu anh huong cta Firth nhung Halliday
da xdc dinh lai y nghia khai niém “hé thong” dé
tao ra mot hé thong pham trit hoan chinh, dinh
nghia chinh xédc y nghia cta thuat ngir va cac mbi
quan hé cia cic yéu t6 trong hé théng. Ca Firth
va Halliday déu thira nhan ho chiu anh hudng
nhiéu ctia 1y thuyét ngon ngit hoc chirc ning cla
Hjemslev, Troubetskoy va trudng phai ngbn ngit
hoc Pra-ha. Pong thoi ca hai cling chiu anh
huéng cia hai triét gia 1a Whitehead va
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Wittgenstein. Phuong phép phan tich ngdn ngir
theo chirc nang trong cudn sich “Kham pha triét
hoc” ctia Wittgenstein c6 anh hudng tryc tiép dén
Halliday trong khi d6 anh hudng ctia Whitehead
ddi voi ong c6 phan béat ngd. Anh huong iy dén
voi dng khi doc nhiing cudn sich ctia Whitehead
nhu “Khoa hoc va thé gioi hién dai”, “ Cudc
phiéu Iuu cta nhitng ¥ tuéng” va déc biét 1a cudn
“Qua trinh va Hién thuc” (Process and Reality).
Halliday rat c6 4n tugng véi phuong phdp phan
tich hién thuc nhu mot qué trinh ctia Whitehead
trong cubn “Quad trinh va Hi¢n thuc”.

Firth va Halliday cling chiu danh hudng cta
nha nhéan chiing hoc Malinowski, nguoi dau tién
dua ra quan diém cho rang ngdn ngir 1a mot san
phdm cta vin héa nén cic nén vin héa khic
nhau str dung cac ngdn ngit khac nhau va miéu ta
hién thuc theo nhiing cich khic nhau. Pay chinh
1a nhitng ndi dung cdt 16i trong 1y thuyét cua
Halliday vé ng6n ngit va xa hoi.

Ban than Halliday con chiu anh huong cua
céc nha ngdn ngit hoc cling thoi, nhat 1a W.S.
Allen, Basil va Benjamin Whorf. Trong cudn
sich ban chay nhat “Cdu tric sinh ngit Anh”
(Living English Structure), Allen trinh bay nhitng
phuong phdp miéu ta ngir phip moi va so sanh
cdc hé thong gifta cic ngbén ngir voi nhau.
Bernstein [8] trinh bay van dé chiic niang cia
ngdn ngit 1a truyén dat, bao ton va diéu chinh cac
khudn mau vin hod. Két luan ciia Bernstein rang
“Ngon ngir hoc khong thé 1a gi khac ma chinh Ia
mét hinh thirc hanh dong x4 hoi duoc cam két vé
mat y thuc hé¢” da c6 anh hudng manh dén
phuong phdp nghién clru ngdn ngit ctia Halliday.
Vi Whorf, Halliday danh gi4 rang phat hién ciia
Whorf vé vai trd ctia ngit phép véi tr cach 1a mo
hinh hod hién thuc trong dau con nguodi la mot
trong nhitng déng gbp 16n cho ngdn ngit hoc thé
ky XX.

Nim 1956, Halliday cong bd cong trinh “Cdc
pham triu ngit phdp trong Hoa ngit hién dai”
(Grammatical Categories in Modern Chinese”,
mét ndm trude khi Chomsky cong bd cong trinh
“Cau tric cii phdp” (Syntactic  Structures)
(Chomsky_[9]. Nam ndm sau, Halliday [10]cong
bé lai cong trinh nay dudi tén goi 1a “Cdc pham

triv ciia Iy thuyét ngiv phdp” (Categories of the
Theory of Grammar) trén tap chi Word. Theo
Halliday thi pham trit nglt phép la khéi niém kho
c6 thé dién dat bang 10i. Vi du, pham tr s6 nhiéu
trong nglr phdp mot mat 1a tén goi m01 quan h¢
gitta pham trit d6 voi sy trai nghiém vé thé gidi
khach quan ctia nguoi néi, mat khéic, né 1a tén goi
ctia pham trli ngit phap thé hién méi quan hé do.
Ong 13p luan rang khi nguoi ta néi “I like cats”
thay vi cdch ndi “I like more than one cat” 1a su
minh chtmg cho viéc khong thé dién dat bang 15
nghia ctia hinh vi -s trong danh tir “cats”. V& sau
Halliday ddi tén pham tri ngit phap thanh ngtr
phap hé thong (systemic grammar), roi sau d6 lai
doi thanh ngit phdp chic ning-hé thdng
(systemic functional grammar) dugc su dung
song song vai khai ni€ém ngoén ngit hoc churc ndng
hé thong.

Halliday cho rang ngdn ngir ciia tré em c6 7
chuc nang co ban la: (1) chic nang cong cu
(instrumental), (2) chuc néng didu ph01
(regulatory), (3) chic nang tuwong tic
(interactional), (4) chirc ndng c4 nhan (personal),
(5) chtic nang kham pha (heuristic), (6) chuc
ndng tudng twgng (imaginative), (7) chltc nang
thong bdo (informative) trong khi dé6 ngbn ngir
cta nguoi 16n chi c¢6 ba chirc nang co ban sau:
chirc nang tao y (ideational) tirc la nguoi ta st
dung ngdn ngit de miéu ta thé giéi khich quan,
chirc ndng giao tiép lién nhan (interpersonal) hay
str dung ngdn ngir dé ma héa vai trd va dia vi xa
hoi clia nhitng ngudi tham gia giao tiép va chirc
nang tao van ban (textual) hay su bién d6i trong
céch sir dung ngdn ngir tity theo kénh giao tiép.
Halliday goi day la ba siéu chuc nang
(metafunctions) cua ngdn ngir. Trong ba si€u
chirc ning d6, hay ciing c6 thé goi 12 chiic ning
vi md, Halliday cho ring tat ca cdc ngdn ngit trén
thé giéi déu c6 hai chic ning co ban 1a chirc
nang tao y (ideational function) cho phép ngudi
str dung ngdn ngir miéu ta thé gioi bén ngoai va
chiic ning giao tiép lién nhan (interpersonal
function) cho phép nhiing thanh vién trong cung
mot cong ddng ngdn ngir giao tiép voi nhau. Tét
ca céc siéu chitc nang trén ciia ngon ngit dugc thé
hién trong ngdn canh cy thé. Ngon canh ciing
duoc chia thanh ba phan: (1) truong hay pham vi
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161 ndi (field); (2) quan h¢ gita nhitng nguoi
tham gia giao tiép (tenor); va (3) thuc hay
phuong thirc giao tiép (mode). Voi cach hleu
ngdn canh nhu vdy, ta c¢6 thé suy luan ra rang
quan h¢ gilra moi trudng van hda va xa hoi voi su
lra chon ngdn ngir 1a quan hé hai chiéu. Nghia 13,
mot truong, quan hé giao tiép hay phuong thirc
giao tiép ndao d6 s& anh huong dén nghia ma
chiing ta c6 ¥ dinh dién dat va hinh thitc ngon
ngir chiing ta lya chon dé dién dat n6i dung nghia
d6. Tuong tu nhu vay, bé“mg viéc lua chon mot
hinh thirc ngdn ngtt nao d6 chung ta da tao ra cic
loai nghia tao ¥, giao tiép lién nhan va nghia tao
van ban khic nhau cho nén duong nhién sé€ tac
dong dén truong, quan hé giao tiép va phuong
thitc giao tiép dugc tao ra. N6i mot cich don gian
1a chung ta Iya chon hinh thirc ngbn ngir phut hop
dé dién dat noi dung mudn thong bio (nghia) va
noi dung thong bdo hay nghia d6 duoc dién dat
bang hinh thiic ngdn ngit ching ta lya chon.
Ngbn canh vé6i cich hiéu nhu trén vira 13 mot
hanh vi xa hoi, vira 1a cAu tric quan h¢ va vira la
t6 chre tin hiéu.

Nhu vay, mot mat Halliday thira nhén quan
diém ciia Chomsky cho rang ngén ngit 1a kién
thicc triru twong, nhung mit khac Halliday bd
sung thém ngdn nglr con la hanh vi cua con
nguoi. Ngon ngir phat trién theo nhitng nhu cau
thay ddi ciia cic cong dong nguoi. bay la mot
déng g6p quan trong mang tinh triét hoc cua
Halliday vé sy phit trién ciia ng6n ngit.

Véi céch nhin ngbn ngilt theo cic hanh churc
vé mit xa hoi nhu trén, Halliday cho rang ngon
ngir 12 tai nguyén mang tinh hé thong dé biéu dat
nghia theo ngdn canh, chtr khong phai 1a tap hop
céc quy tic ngir phap. Do vay, can phén tich ngon
ngtr theo nhitng cich thirc ma nguodi sir dung ngdn
ngtr “hién thuc héa nghia trong ngdn canh”. Day
chinh 1& mét trong nhiing khéc biét cuia Halliday
voi quan diém ciia Chomsky va cic nha ngon ngi
hoc ciu triic cho rang ngdn ngit 1a hé théng hinh
théi, ci phap. Theo Halliday, dbi tuong cta ngon
ngir 1a ngdn ban (text) chir khong phai la cau va
yéu t& tham chiéu 1a cich ding chir khong phai
nglt phdp tinh (grammaticality). Khic vdi
Chomsky, Halliday phan biét gitta nglt phdp cua
ngdn ngit voi nganh ngit phap hoc. Ong néi: «Can

dwa ra 101 canh bdo lién quan dén thuat ngit “ngit
phép”. Trong tiéng Anh viéc mot tir nao d6 vira
mang nghia chi mot hién twong vira chi nganh
hoc nghién ctu hién tugng dé khong phai la
khoéng phd bién ... Pé tranh sy ludng nghia
mang tinh bénh 1y nay, chiing t6i thdy s& 1a hiru
ich néu chiing ta ding mét thudt ngit riéng dé goi
nganh ngit phdp hoc va thuat ngit do 1a
grammatics. Chiing t6i s€ su dung thuat nglt nay
chd naty chd khic dé néi rd 1a chiing t6i dang ban
t6i c4i mo hinh, cdi 1y thuyét dwoc st dung dé ly
gidi hién twong chit khong phai la ching t6i miéu
ta chinh hién tugng d6.» (Halliday & Matthiessen,
1999). [11 :6].

Biang cich triét tiéu tinh ludng nghia cua
thuét nglr “nglr phap”, Halliday da cung cép mot
phuong tién dé ching ta thay doi tuw duy vé
phuong phép nghién ctiru ngén ngit hoc. Theo do,
Halliday khong di theo phuong phdp nghién ctru
ngdn ngir hoc truyén théng 1a phéan tich céc
ménh dé “chu - vi” ciia ngdén ngir hoc truyén
thong, ong phan tich cau theo cdc chic ning: 1)
hanh thé - qud trinh (bién) - dich; 2) dé - thuyét,
va 3) cdi da biét - cdi méi (actor-process-goal;
theme-rheme; given-new).

Giéng nhu thdy day cta minh la Firth,
Halliday cho ring su tich bach giita ct phap
(syntax) va hinh théi hoc (morphology) la khong
can thiét. Do vay khdc voi Chomsky, Halliday
khéng cho ring dic tinh phd quat ctia cic ngdn
ngir 1a cd phap ma la chire nang duoc thuc hién
mét cach c6 hé thong. Ong cho rang ngdn ngit 1a
mot hé théng ciia céc hé thong va éng dinh nghia
“hé théng” 1a : «[...] mot tap hop cdc phuong 4n
Iwa chon véi mot diéu kién tiép nhan (condition
of entry); tire la mot ddy cdc lya chon thay thé c6
thé mang tinh chat hanh vi, ngit nghia, ngir phép,
v.v... cling v6i su cu thé héa méi trudng trong d6
su lya chon phai nam trong pham vi cic lya chon
thay thé nay. Cong thic cta hé thong nhu sau:
“Néu x thi hogc 1a a hogc la b hoic la..»
(Halliday, 1975) [12: 7].

Nhu vdy, ngdn ngir la mot hé thong cic
phuong 4n lya chon ma ngudi néi c6 thé tién
hanh dé tao ra céc loai nghia khac khau. Diéu nay
dwoc minh hoa bang so db dudi day:
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C6 thé hiéu so dd trén nhu sau: c6 hai hé
thdng, x/y va m/n, hé théng thir nhit c6 diéu
kién tiép nhan a; néu a thoa man hon céc su
Iuya chon khac thi chon hodc x hoac Vi hé thong
m/n c6 diéu kién tiép nhan 1a x/y; néu x thoa
man hon y thi hodc 1a m hodc 1a n phai duoc
chon va cu tiép tuc nhu thé (Halliday
1973)[12]. Néi céch khdc, cot 16i cia ngir phap
chirc ning-hé thdng cua Halliday 1a myc dich
sir dung (chirc ning) ctia ngdn ngit (tiéng Anh)
quyét dinh dang thirc ngdn ngit dugc lya chon
dé dat dugc muyc dich d6. Do d6 ngit phap 1a
cdng cu tao nghia. Vi du dé dién dat “su chéc
chin” ngudi ta cé thé Iya chon cac biéu thé
khac nhau nhu:

John got drunk last night. — qua quyét

I know that John got drunk last night. —
khang dinh

It was John who got drunk last night. — nhén
dang

Nhin vao so dd trén, ta co thé nhan ra quan
diém cuia Halliday v& mdi quan hé mang tinh hé
thong gifta ngir phap, nghia, chiic ning va ngdn
canh. Hai khai niém “hé théng” va “su lya chon”
12 hai khdi niém cdt 16i trong 1y thuyét ngit phép
chitc niang-hé théng cua Halliday. Vi du, ngit
phép truyén théng hay ngit phdp hinh thirc
(formal grammar) phan tich cac kiéu ménh dé
tran thuat, nghi van hay ménh I¢énh theo c4c thanh
t6 chu ngit, dong tir vi ngi¥, tAn ngit, v.v... con
ngit phép chiic ning xem céc kiéu ménh dé d6 1a
mot “hé thong” cac phuong an lya chon dé nguoi
st dung ng6n ngir lya chon tuy theo ¥ dinh giao
tiép ctia ngudi do.

So db2

Dua trén quan diém cua nha sinh hoc than
kinh Gerald Edelman trong cudn “Bright Air,
Brillian Fire: On the Matter of the Mind” (Anh
lira lung linh khi bau troi quang dang: Ban vé vit
chat ctia tri ndo), Halliday viét trong cuon sach
“V& ngon ngit trong moi quan h¢ voi sy tién héa
¥ thuc con nguoi” ring ngdn ngit vira tic dong
dén sy phat trién y thic cua con nguoi vira chiu
anh huong ciia sy phét trién ¥ thirc con ngudi.
Mbi quan hé giita ngdn ngit va y thirc la mbi
quan hé bién chimg. Halliday khang dinh ring ly
thuyét ngdn ngit chiic ning-hé théng cia dng
hoan toan phit hop véi nhitng két qua nghién ctru
cua khoa hoc than kinh hién dai. Ong 1ap luan
rang néu 1y thuyét ciia Edelman vé su Iya chon
nhém no-ron than kinh 1y giai tai sao y thuc 1a
mot bd phan cua thé gi6i ty nhién thi tai sao
ching ta lai con clt vo vinh cho ré'lng c6 mot thuc
thé (hay phi thuc thé) huyén bi nao d6 ma khoa
hoc khong 1y giai duoc. Qua diy, Halliday bong
gi6 phé phan Chomsky. Ngoai ra, 6ng con phé
phén Chomsky manh mé& hon khi tuyén bd rang
ly thuyét cua Edelman dua ra mét sy mo ta chat
ch& sy tién héa clia nang lyc ngdn ngit va ly
thuyét d6 hoan toan phit hop voi nhing phat hién
ctia nhiéu nha ngdn ngit hoc khong chiu anh
huéng ctia ngdn ngit hoc Chomsky vé ban chat
va chirc ning ctia ngdn ngit. Ong 1ap ludn rang tri
ndo khong phai 1a thyc thé vat chat ma 1a su bién
(qué trinh) va bd nio cua con nguodi la mot hé
théng sinh thai tyr to chic gidng nhu mét khu
rung. Halliday khoéng tdn thanh cich phan loai
theo nang luc ngdn nglr va hanh vi ngdn ngilt cia
Chomsky. Ong cho rang viéc chia tich giita hé
théng ngdn ngit (system) va viéc sir dung ngdn
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ngir (use) 12 mot sai 1am 16n trong ngén ngit hoc
vi 1am nhu vy chang khic gi thira nhan mot céch
khién cudng nang lyc ngdn nglt va hanh vi ngdn
ngir 12 hai cip d6 khdc nhau cua hién thyc. Pong
thoi 6ng cling khong chip nhan khéi niém “ning
luc giao tlép” (communicative competence) cua
Hymes. Ong cho rang “Néu chiing ta quan tim
dén cdi ma nguodi néi-ngudi nghe biét d& phan
biét v6i cdi ma nguoi d6 ¢6 thé lam dugc va
ching ta goi d6 la “nang luc” cia nguoi do, thi
nang lyc chinh 1a ning luc giao tiép; khong c6

mot loai nang luc nao khac” (Halliday, 1978) [14:

92]. Ong khang dinh biét st dung ngdn ngir
ching khéc gi biét 1am gi v6i ngdn ngit. Thay cho
khai niém “nang luc”, Halliday sir dung khéi
niém “tiém nghia” (meaning potential). Theo 6ng
thi: «Tiém nghia 12 pham vi bién thién ¢6 ¥ nghia
tuy theo y cua nguoi ndi. Khdi niém nay cling
khong khac véi khai niém “ning luc giao tiép”
cua Dell Hymes, tuy nhién khdi niém  “ndng
lyc” cia Hymes dugc hiéu theo nghia cua
Chomsky dé chi kién thire ngdn  nglr cua nguoi
nGi con ching toi néi vé tiém nang - nhiing gi
ngudi ni c6 thé thye ~ hién bang ngdn ngi,
hay néi theo y nghia cua ngdn ngit hoc thi do6
chinh 12 c4i nghia ma ngudi néi ¢6 ¥ dinh truyén
dat - dé tranh lam phirc tap vin d& thém do phai
phan biét gilra cdi nguoi ta lam véi cédi nguoi ta
biét» (Halliday, 1973)[13: 54].

Nhu vay, Halliday phan biét su khic nhau
gitta “tiém thirc hanh vi ngdn ngi¥” (linguistic
behaviour potential) véi “hanh vi ngdn ngtr thuc
té” (actual linguistic behaviour).

NGi vé ngdn ngir trong khoa hoc, Halliday
quan tim dén cdch sir dung ngdn ngit sao cho né
16t ta dugc mot cach déy du ndi ham cua cac khai
ni¢m trong vt ly hién dai, nhét 1a vat 1y luong tir.
Ong cho riang ngdn ngir khoa hoc chiu anh huong
clia truong phdi vat 1y Newton miéu ta thé gidi
nhu mét tdp hop cic “su vat” (things) nén nd lam
méo moé hién thuc cta khoa hoc hién dai. Hién
thyc 12 mot tap hop céc qud trinh bién ddi nhu
phét hién ciia hai nha vat 1y luong tir ndi tiéng 1a
Niels Bohr va Heisenberg chtr khong phéi 1a mot
tap hop céc su vat. Do vay Halliday chu truong
tranh dung cidc ménh dé danh nglr (noun clauses)

trong ngdn ngit “sw vat” ma chii truong bién doi
cdc ménh dé danh ngit thanh cic ménh dé dong
nglt (verb clauses) dua trén cAu tric hanh dong
va dong tu dé dién ta cdc ndi dung khoa hoc. Vi
du:

1. He also crdits his former big size with
much of his career success.

2. He also believes that he succeeded in his
career mainly because he used to be big.

Halliday thich cich dién dat cic khdi niém
khoa hoc hién dai nhu trong cau 2 hon vi 6ng cho
rang ngodn ngir str dung dong tu 1a loai ngdn ngit
binh din da ton tai va phat trién hang nghin niam
nay nén né uyén chuyén va miéu ta dugc mot
cach trung thuc hién thuc khiach quan. O diém
ndy, Halliday ciing chiu anh hudng cua
Wittgenstein, ngudi cho rang ngdn ngit binh dan
1a phuong tién hiéu qua nhat dé 16t ta birc tranh
chan thyc cta hién thuc khach quan. Pay 1a mot
goi ¥ hay cho nhitng ngudi lam cong tic gidng
day ngoén ngi.

Trén thuc té, 1y thuyét ngdn ngir hoc chirc
ning-hé théng ciia Halliday da duoc dp dung vao
mét s6 sy dn day tiéng me dé va tiéng nudc ngoai.
Halliday 1am chu nhiém hai dy 4n day tiéng me
dé cho cic truong phd thong tiéu hoc va trung
hoc clia Vuong qudc Anh trong hai thap ky 1960
va 1970. Trong linh vuc gido duc ngoai ngt, ly
thuyét ciia ong di 1am co s cho su ra doi cua
chuong trinh day tiéng theo chirc nang/khdi niém
(functional/notional syllabus) do Wilkin khéi
xuéng va Khung tham chiéu chung cho chau Au
vé ngoai ngit (Common European Framework).
Pudng hudng giao tiép trong gido duc ngoai ngit
ma chiing ta dang thuc hién ciing bit ngudn tir 1y
thuyét cta Halliday vé con duong hoc ngdn ngit
cua con nguoi. Ly luan day ngoai ngir theo
duong hu’ong giao tlep cla Henry Widdowson
cling xuat phit tir ly thuyét ngdn ngir cla
Halliday. Nhitng bai viét cia Halliday vé quan hé
gilra ngit di¢u va ngit phap da c6 nhitng déng goép
16n cho phuong phap day ngit am. Ngoai ra, trao
luu phan tich dién ngdn ciing chiu nhiéu .anh
huéng cia nhimg tu twong cua Halliday vé su
lién két (cohesion) va tinh mach lac (coherence)
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cua ngdn ngir.

Han ché cia ngdn ngit hoc chirc ning-hé
théng ciia Halliday 12 khi van dung 1y thuyét nay
vao day ngit phap thi nguoi ta thay hinh nhu cac
pham tru ngir phdp lic nao cling c6 thé hién 1én
bat ngd theo kiéu phi thé thirc. Hinh nhu nhing
pham trit ngtr phdp d6 khong c6 ranh gidi rach roi
va khong cé cach nao vuot ra khéi mé 16 d6. Do
vay nguoi hoc thdy hoang mang con nguoi day
thi thay ngir phép chirc ning-hé théng qué phirc
tap va hon don. Ngon ngit dugc xir 1y thong qua
mot ma tran ciac h¢ théng. Tai mdi diém cua qua
trinh xir Iy ngon ngit déu c¢6 nhig phuong 4n dé
Iya chon va ngudi ta phai di vao cd mft mang
ludi hé thong tinh té cho dén khi nghia siéu chirc
ning ban dau dugc chuyén héa thanh ngdn tir
dién dat. N6i c4ch khic, “ngon ngit 1a mot mang
ludi c6 thé Iya chon. Sau khi lua chon tur trong hé¢
thong lién quan (vi du ngdi, sb va tinh chat nglr
khi, thoi) thi ngudi ta méi ¢6 thé tao ra ciu tric
cau” (Luu Nhuan Thanh) [3:500]. Nghia dugc xu
1y dong thoi trén ca ba cip do hay ba siéu chirc
nang: khéi niém, giao tiép lién nhén, tao van ban.
Két qua ctia giai doan ndy tré thanh ngir liéu cho
giai doan sau. Pay thyc sy 12 mot mé 10, réat rdi
ram va phue tap. Do vy ngit phap chic nang-hé
théng khé c6 thé tré thanh ngir phdp nha trudng
duoc do thiéu tinh don gian can thiét.

Han ché thir hai ciia ngdn ngit hoc chirc
nang-h¢ thong 12 hé thong thuat ngit ctia né mang
mau sac huyen bi. Khong c6 dong tir ma chi ¢
céc sy bién hay qué trinh (processes) va cic qué
trinh nay dugc phan loai thanh cic qud trinh vat
chét (material), hanh vi (behavioural), tim Iy
(mental), vi tir (verbal), ton tai (existential) va
quan h¢ (relational). Thanh phan phy (ngit phap
truyen théng goi la “subordination) dugc goi 1a
phu két (hypotaxis) va cdc ménh deé phu dugc
phan loai thanh cdc ménh d& phu khai trién
(elaboration), m¢ rdng (extension), nhan manh
(enhancement) va phéng chiéu (projection).
Halliday 1y giai cho viéc dua ra nhitng thuét nglt
méi nay nhu sau: «Ngbn ngit hoc thé ky 20 da
dua ra rat nhiéu 1y thuyét méi nhung né ciing chi
coi trong viéc g6i ghém nhiing phuong phap
miéu ta cii trong cac 1y thuyét d6; ci ma nguoi ta

can liic nay 1a nhitng phuong phap miéu ta mai.
Viéc phai lam di thay d6i, y tuong da thay ddi va
ngdn ngit ciing di thay doi... Nhing cdch suy
Iudn cii da c6 y nghia khoa hoc mét thdi nhung
chimng 4y 12 chua du dé ton tai mai voi thoi gian
ngay ca khi ching dugc khodc 1én nhiing céi vo
1y thuyét méi.» (Halliday, 1994) [15: xxxiv]

Khong thé phu nhén duoc gia tri khoa hoc
cta lap lyan trén day cua Halliday rang cdi ma
chiing ta can khong phai 1a “ruou cii binh méi”
ma 1a nhitng phuong phap tiép can khoa hoc méi.
Tuy nhién dé hoc sinh c6 thé tiép thu dugc ngir
phdp chirc nang cung voi ca mot hé théng thuat
nglr méi la va phuce tap, ho can phai c6 ‘nhimg
kién thirc co ban vé ngit phép trudc va kién thirc
d6 phai duoc trinh bay mét cich don gidn nhat
Hon nita, khong thé phu nhan dugce mot thyc té 1a
ngit phip ciia bat ky ngdn ngit nao déu phuc tap
va n6 chi ¢6 thé duoc miéu ta mot cich day du
bang cich dua ra nhimg phén tich cic chuan tic
(regularities) va nhiing han ché cia nhing chuan
t?ic d(’). Nhiing phan tich d6 du dugc goi la “danh

"’ (noun phrase) “dong ngli” (verb phrase)

hay “loai ménh d&” (clause types), v.v... hay bang
cdc thudt ngilr cta ngt phap chirc nang nhu “ngie
phdp gin voi chiic ning tao y” (grammar
associated with ideational function), “ngit phap
gin v6i chiic nang lién nhan” (grammar
associated with interpersonal functions), v.v..
ciing chang 1am cho sy phirc tap cua céu truc
danh ngit, nhitng khé khan trong cich dung mao
tu (articles) hay trat ty tir trong cau giam bét hay
mat di.

Sw khac nhau trong ly thuyét ngon ngir hoc
ciia Chomsky va Halliday

Dén diy ching ta dd nhan ra dugc nhiing
khéc biét co ban giita hai truong phdi ly thuyét
ngdn ngit hoc cta hai nha ngbén nglr hoc 16n
khong nhitng trong thoi dai chiing ta ma con mai
mii vé sau. Chomsky nhin ngén ngit tir géc do
tam ly, con Halliday nhin ngon ngir tir goc do xa
hai. Chomsky cho ring ngdn ngir 1a thién bam,
Halliday tin ring ngdén ngir phat trién qua qud
trinh hoc tip. Chomsky tin ring tit ci nhiing
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nguoi binh thuong khi sinh ra da nim dugc hé
thong ngir phap duoc 1ap trinh sin trong nio bo;
Halliday tin ring ngir phdp cta ngdn ngit phan
chiéu chirc ning cta ngdn ngir va nguoi ta hoc
ngir phip qua kinh nghiém thyc té sir dung ngdn
ngir. Chomsky tin ring ngdn ngit ton tai doc lap
v6i kinh nghiém, hay néi chinh x4c hon kinh
nghiém chi c6 vai tro gitp tré em c4 bi€t héa ngit
phép phd quat da c6 sin trong dau khi sinh ra,
con Halliday tin rdng ngdn ngit chi pht trién qua
kinh nghiém tiép xiic voi con ngudi va thé gidi
quanh ta.Chomsky tin ring c6 thé nghién ctru hé
théng hinh thirc (Am vi, ci phdp va hinh thai) cua
ngdn ngit ma khong lién hé dén viéc ngdn ngir
duoc str dung nhu thé nao, tirc 1a bo qua cic van
dé nhu ngir nghia, dung hoc va dién ngén,
Halliday tin réng chi ¢6 thé nghién ctru ngdn ngir
trong thyc té ngdn ngit duoc sir dung dé hanh
chirc vé mat xa hoi. Chomsky dé cao ning lyc
ngdn ngir con Halliday dé cao ning luc dung hoc,
tirc kha ning str dung ngdn ngit phit hop vé mit
x3 hoi dé dat duge muc tiéu hay y dinh giao tiép.
Chomsky 1a nguoi theo trudng phdi t6i thiéu héa
(minimalist) con Halliday theo trudng phéi toi da
héa (maximalist). Chomsky chiu anh huéng cia
triét hoc duy 1y ctia Descarter con Halliday chiu
anh huéng ctia thuyét tién héa ciia Darwin, tirc 12
ngdn ngilt va trf ndo tudn tha theo nhitng quy luat
tur nhién giéng nhu cac binh dién khac cua hién
thyc khéch quan. Vi vay, 1y thuyét ciia Chomsky
mang tinh siéu hinh, duy Iy con ly thuyét cta
Halliday mang tinh thyc nghiém (empirical).

Dau c6 nhitng khac biét trén nhung ching toi
cho ring hai truong phai 1y thuyét ngon ngit trén
khéng loai trir nhau ma b sung cho nhau. Nhitng
khéc biét trén ddy khong mang tinh ddi khang ma
nam trong mot thé lién tuc (continuum). O dau
nay cua thé lién tuc d6 1a ban chét tim Iy va hé
théng cic quy tic cd phdp cua ngdn ngit, con &
dAu kia 12 ban chat x4 hoi va hé thdng tiém nghia
cua ngbn ngir. Quay tro lai cau noi cua Dell
Hymes (1972) [6] trén ddy “C6 nhing quy tic Ve
céch sir dung ma thiéu chiing thi nhimg quy tic
ngir phdp s& la v6 dung” (tr.45), ching ta 6 thé
dat nguoc lai van dé 1a “C6 nhimng quy tac nglr
phép ma thiéu chiing thi nhiing quy tic vé cich

str dung s& 1a vo dung”. Ly thuyét ngon ngit cia
Chomsky quan tim dén khia canh hinh thirc
(formal) ctia ngdn ngit con 1y thuyét cua
Halliday nhin manh khia canh ngir nghia cua
ngdn ngit trong thuc t& sir dung. Theo céch hiéu
cta toi, thi Halliday chi quan tim dén chirc niing
clia ngdn ngit ma khéng chii y dén van dé cu
phép (syntax) ctia ngdn ngit. Van dé dt ra la liéu
gitta cu phép Va nglt nghia hay chuc nang cua
ngon ngir c6 mbi quan hé nao khong va néu c6
thi moi quan hé d6 nén dugc miéu ta nhu thé nao?
Mot trong nhitng van d& nan giai cia ngdn
ngir hoc 12 1am thé ndo dé xur 1y méi quan hé giita
hinh thai ngdn nglr (form) va nghia (meaning)
cua hinh thai d6. Saussure dua ra mot khai ni¢m
co ban goi la “ky hi¢u ngon ngi” (linguistic sign).
Ong cho rang moi ky hiéu la mot thé thong nht
cla cdi biéu thi (signifier) va cai duoc biéu thi
(signified). Hai thanh t& nay thyc chét 1a hinh thai
va nghia. Nhu vay thi trong ngén ngit, hinh théi
va nghia quy dinh 1dn nhau nhu trong bat ky hé
thong tin hiéu ndo. V& khia canh nay, ngon ngi
hoc tri nhan (cognitive linguistics) khong tach
bach hinh thdi v&i nghia, cu phédp véi chicc nang
ma coi ca hai 12 mot thé théng nhét. Theo ly
thuyét ctia ngdn ngit hoc tri nhan thi ngir phép
chinh 1a nghia dugc khéi quat héa thanh cac khai
niém dya trén kinh nghiém cta con ngudi. Do
vdy, ching ta dya vao kinh nghiém chtt khong
phai dua vao cdc nguyén tic to chirc ciia ngdn
ngit & hiéu nghia. Cdc nha ngdn ngit hoc tri
nhén cho rang hinh thdi ngon ngit (form) mang
tinh tri nhan vi nd XuAt phat tir quan niém hién
thuc 1a san phém cua su tri nhan (Robinson &
Ellis, 2009) [7]. Hinh thai ngdn ngit cling mang
tinh xa hdi boi 1€ n6 1a cong cu xa hoi dugc dung
dé truyén dat kinh nghiém tir ngudi ndy sang
nguodi khic. Hon nita, cidc thao tic nhan thiic
(nghia) dugc ma héa bang hinh thdi ngdn ngit
ciing mang tinh xa hoi. Vi thé, cing mot nghia
hay ngi dung thong bao nhung cic ngdn ngir
khac nhau ¢6 céch thé hién khic nhau bang cdc
cau triic ngdn ngit khac nhau. Vi du ngudi Viét
Nam néi “ Chbing t0i thich ngit phdp chirc nang”.
Trong cau nay, “ngit phdap chirc nang” la khéch
thé hay ddi twong ciia “thich” con “chiing toi” 1
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chii thé hanh dong. Khdi quat thanh cau triic ta c¢6
Chu thé hanh dong (Chiing 16i) + Bién (thich) +
Khéch thé (ngw phdp chirc nang) Nguoi Anh
ciing dung ciu tric nay dé dién dat nghia trén
nhung ¢6 thé cc dan toc khdc lai st dung cAu
tric khac. Vi du nguoi Nhat lai dung cAu tric
Chi thé hanh dong (Agent) + Khich thé
(Object)+Bién (Process). Nhu vay, hinh thdi va
nghia hay ci phdp véi chitc nang la hai thanh
phan hitu co ciia ngdn ngit va ngdn ngit mang
tinh tri nhan con sy tri nhdn mang tinh trai
nghiém va xa hdi. Tomasello (1998) [16:486] n6i
rang “Ngon ngit chi 1a tp hop cic quy wdc xa
hdi ma con nguodi sit dung nhu mot phuong tién
dé trao d6i v6i nhau vé kinh nghiém ctia minh.”

Vén dé day ngir phap trong gido duc ngoai ngir

Swan (2011) [17:493] cho réng “viéc day
ngoai ngit khong phu thudc nhiéu vao nhitng mo
hinh 1y thuyét cu thé cho nén chua c6 truong hop
nao cho thay nhitng nd lyc nhap khau cic truong
phai ngtr phap cu thé vao trong 16p hoc mang lai
két qua tot dep.” Cac nha ngir phap ly thuyét ludn
tim cdch dua ra nhiing quy tic mang tinh khai
quét héa tuong ddi triru twong dé c6 thé dp dung
vao cac thur tiéng khic nhau hay ngdn ngit theo
nghia chung nhat. Tuy nhién, di twong ciia viéc
day tiéng lai 12 nhiing ngudi da c6 nhimg kién
thiic phi hién ngdn (implicit) hay vo thiic (sub-
concious) vé co ché hoat dong ctia ngdn ngit néi
chung. Vi du, khi bat dau hoc tiéng Anh nhu mot
ngoai ngi, nguoi hoc, qua kinh nghiém st dung
tiéng me deé cua ho, da y thic duoc rang ngdn
nglr dugc st dung dé dién dat kinh nghiém cua
con ngudi vé thé giGi khach quan hay dé giao tiép
gitta ngudi nay voi ngudi khéc. Do vy, diéu ma
ho quan tdm khong phai la hoc cach Iya chon
gitta cau tran thudt, cAu hoi hay ciu ménh 1énh.
Diéu ma ho quan tdm 1a lam thé nao dé nim
ving céc hinh thirc ngén ngir (cAu triic ngit phép,
tr vung, nglr diéu) dé thyc hién cdc chiic ning
giao tlep phu hop voi céc chuén muc van héa cia
cdng dong n6i thir tiéng ma ho dang hoc.

Mot van d& dit ra cho cdc nha ngdn ngit hoc
ung dung la lya chon truong phai nglt phdp nao

dé day cho hoc sinh trong chuong trinh day ngoai
ngir. Nam ving céc quy tic ngir phap la rét quan
trong d6i voi nguodi hoc nhung quy tic ngir phap
1a nhitng gi mang tinh khai quat héa va khong thé
ly giai cho moi truong hop ngdn ngir dugc sir
dung. Tai sao cic quy tic ngit phap lai mang tinh
co gidn nhu vay? Tai sao rat nhidu cac don vi tir
vung khi két hop v6i nhau lai tur chéi moi cb
géng cta cdc nha tir dién hoc dua ra nhimg dinh
nghia vé ngit nghia moét cich tudng minh? Tai
sa0 bdi canh vin héa-xa hdi hién tai lai c6 nhitng
anh huong to 16n dén ngit nghia cta tir vung
trong twong lai? Cau tra 101 cho céc ciu hdi trén
ddy nam & ban chat dong ciia chinh ngdn ngir va
trong hé thong phtic tap cta cic md thic ludn
bién d6i khong ngimg dugc mé rong va bién ddi
qua qué trinh giao tiép, trao di ddi lai va phan hdi
lién tuc. Vi viy, thach thuc ddt ra cho nhiing
nguoi day ngoai ngit 1a phai lya chon mot truong
phai nglt phép tién ich phuc vu cho viéc st dung
ngdn ngit va muc dich giao tiép chir khéng phai
ngit phép 1y thuyét nhu ca hai truong phéi ngit
phdp cua Chomsky va Halliday. N6i chung, hoc
sinh va gido vién thich nhiing nhiing 1y gidi thuc
té cho céc van dé cua ngodn ngit dudi dang nhing
giai thich d& hiéu va cdc pham trit ngit phdp ro
rang dugc khdi quat héa thanh cic cau tric va
phét ngon tién cho viéc sir dung. Tuy nhién gido
vién can luu y rdng qud coi trong ngit phdp trong
16p hoc ¢6 thé lam cho ngudi hoc khéng ¥ thirc
duoc sy thay ddi lién tuc cua khau ngit. Trong
thyc té sir dung ngdn ngit c6 nhiing liic chiing ta
can phai ¢6 mot cich nhin bao quét hon vé ngit
phép bang cach luu y xem xét ngdn ngit dugc sir
dung trong thyc té nhu thé ndo. Vi cach nhin
nhu vy ching ta méi c6 thé ly giai duoc tai sao
nguoi ban ngir lai néi nhing cau tleng Anh ma
ngit phdp truyén théng khong chap nhan nhur:
Does my broadband look big in this? hoac I”’m

lovin” ir. Ngon ngir cua con ngudi thay doi
khéng ngimg. Nhig yéu 6 tuéng nhu khong c6
¥ nghia gi khi két hop lai v6i nhau lai tao ra mdi
quan hé nhan qua ma két qua cta mdi quan hé d6
c6 khi lai khong hé mang ddu 4n cia nguyén
nhén tao ra né. Trong vai thap ky gan ddy, gidi
ngdn ngit hoc goi day 1a “hiéu qua con budém cua
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Iy thuyét hdn don” (butterfly effect of chaos
theory) (xem thém Hodge, 2003 [18]; Larsen-
Freeman, 1997 [19]; Larsen-Freeman &
Cameron, 2007 [20].

Vi vdy, ngodn ngir khong tu cho phép né gin
voi nhiing sy phan tich cing nhéc. Ngbn ngit
chiu su chi ph01 ctia cdc quy tac gian don nhung
né lai phat trién trong qua trinh dugc st dung.
N6i cich khic ngdn ngilt tudn theo nhitng “luat
choi” riéng cta né nhung nhiing luat choi d6
mang tinh phirc hgp vé ban chét nén moi dy dodn
déu khong c6 két qua. Vay thi viéc day ngir phap
trong ngoai ngir phai dat trong tdm vao kha nang
sir dung ngoai ngt mot cich sang tao cia ngudi
hoc chtr khong phéi chi chi trong vao viéc thudc
long cic quy tic ngit phdp. Larsen-Freeman
(2003) [21] goi ngtt phdp 1a k§ ndng thtr nam
ngoai cic k¥ nang ngdn ngit khac nhu néi, nghe,
doc, viét. K§ ning thir nam nay 13 kha ning sir
dung cac c?iu tric ngtt phdp chinh xéc, cé chiic
nang giao tiép va phit hop véi hoan canh giao
tiép. Nhur vay ngit phap khong chi 1a kién thic vé
cu phdp va hinh thdi hoc ma quan trong hon la
kha ning biét sir dung ngdn ngit hiu qua. Day
ngit phap theo duong hudng dé doi hoi gido vién
phai c6 kién thic vé cdc truong phéi ngit phap
khéc nhau dé nhan thdy rang so di c6 sy khic
nhau d6 1a do ngdn nglr dugc nhin nhan tir cic co
SO triét hoc khac nhau.

Két luan

Néu 1y thuyét ngir phép bién doi-tao sinh ca
Chomsky tao ra nhitng anh hudng siu rong trong
nganh ngdn ngit hoc 1y thuyét, thi 1y thuyét ngir
phép chitc ning-hé thong ciia Halliday lai gdy ra
nhiing tiéng vang 16n trong céc nganh ngén ngir
hoc mg dung. Tuy c¢6 nhimg khdc biét Vé CO SO
triét hoc va co so 1y thuyet nhung t6i cho rang ca
hai truong phai trén déu nam trén mot thé lién tuc
(continuum) dau nay 1a ngit phdp bién ddi-tao
sinh (c4u tric ct phdp) con dau kia 12 ngir phap
chitc ning (nghia). V6i quan diém hién nay vé
vai trd cia nglt phdp trong linh vuc day ngoai
ngr, nglr phdp dwoc coi nhu moét ky nang
(grammaring) thi sy phén biét gilia cau tric va
chitc ning tr& nén khong can thiét. Quan niém

ngir phap 12 mot k¥ ning yéu cau nguoi hoc phai
biét van dung ngit phdp vao céc bdi canh sir dung
khic nhau. D6 1a kha ndng khai théc nguon kién
thirc ngit phdp dé tao nghia trong giao tiép. Vi
quan niém nhu vay thi ranh gidi gitta cau triic (cd
phdp) va churc ndng (nghia) s€ tr¢ nén lu mo. Quan
niém nay gan véi quan diém ciia ngdbn ngit hoc tri
nhan, mdt linh vuc dang dugc gidi ngdn ngit hoc
Viét Nam quan tim trong nhing nim gan day.
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A comparative study on Chomskyan transformational -
generative grammar and Hallidayan systemic -
functional grammar

Le Van Canh
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Pham Van Dong street, Cau Giay, Hanoi, Vietnam

Noam Chomsky and Michael Halliday are the two great linguists of our time. Both developed
influential, but different, theories of language. The differences in their theory are rooted in the two
different philosophies. Chomsky’s theory is Cartesian, that is mind exists separately from matter while
Halliday’s ideas are Darwian, that is language and the mind obey the same laws as all other aspects of
reality. This paper discusses the central points in the theories of these two great linguists and concludes
that their theories are not exclusive, but of the same continuum. My concluding remark is that both
mentalist and systemic-functional grammars, which are developed respectively by Chomsky and Halliday,
are just reference grammars, rather than pedagogical grammar because of their respective messiness and

complexity albeit their specific applicability.The paper also presents, from the author’s perspective, some
suggestions on how grammar should be taught.

Key Words: Transformational-generative grammar, systemic-functional grammar, linguistic
competence, linguistic performance, grammar teaching.



