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YEU TO VAN HOA TRONG DAY - HOC VA PANH GIA
NANG LUC NGOAI NGU

Nguyén Phuong Sttu'”

Bai viét nay xin duge bat diu bAng mét nhan xét cia mot giao vién nudc ngoai day
tiéng Anh d Viét Nam "He was very fluent and he got every word we spoke but he didn't
seem to understand what we really meant - Anh ta rdt thao va nghe diuge moi tir ching
to1 noi, nhung hinh nhit anh ta khéng hiéu ching toi that sy muén néi gi". Ldi nhan xét
d6, khong co chut phan nan gi vé trinh d6 tiéng Anh cia ngudi kia. Cai gi khién ngudi
kia khong hiéu nguoi ban ngi tiéng Anh y muén néi gi? Ré rang. trong trudng hop nay
khong phai do hang rao ngén ngi don thuan, ma con co cai gi dé vugt ngoai ngdn tit va
cac quy tac ngtt phap. Day 6 1é 1a do su khae biét van héa, ngudi nghe khéng cam nhan
duge cai nghia dang sau ngdn tit - c¢6 thé chi la mot chat vé ngi diéu, mét tu cé nét
nghia di dom ¢é6 méi lién hé nao dé véi kién thuc nén hoic c6 tinh van héa dae thu? ..
Nhu vay. dé hiéu dugc cai y ti ciia ngudi néi khong chi cin cé ngit phap gidi, phat am
chuan xac. Diéu do that chiang dé dang. Dé co thé dong cam vdi cai cudi clia ngudi néi
thi tiéng khac. kha nang ngon ngit don thuan chi la diéu kién can nhung chua du.

Ngon ngu, van hoa va tu duy

(6 nhiéu dinh nghia khac nhau vé van héa. Nhung, hiu hét cac dinh nghia vé van
hoa déu théng nhat noi dén mét “"thude tinh” ¢6 tinh chat tai san coa mét cong dong,
dac biét la nhitng gi khu biét cong dong dé vdi nhitng cong déng khac (Hudson [7, tr.73)).

(‘ac cong trinh nghién cttu vé ngon ngd hoc xa hoi cho thay, méi xa hdi hay cong
dong ngon ngid déu hinh thanh va tich lay nhing quy udc ma theo d6 mot phat ngéon cu
thé dude hiéu mét cach triu tudng nhung cé gia tri giao tiép gidta nhitng ngudh sit dung
chung nhiing quy udc d6. DAy chinh la quan hé qua lai gitda ngdén ngd va van hoa.
Nhiing cong déng ngén ngit xa nhau vé cau tric kinh té xa hoi, truyén théng van hoa
thi su khac biét vé van héa cang 16n va cang giy nhiéu trd ngai cho giao tiép va khé
khan cho nguoi hoc ngoai ngit. Goodenough [5] phat biéu rang, trong van héa da cé
ngdn ngid, tiéng noi cha mot xa hoi 1a mot bd phan cia nén van héa (...). Quan hé gida
ngon ngd voi vian héa la quan hé cia bo phan véi téng thé. Quan hé giita ngén ngi, vin

hoa va tu duy duge thé hién nhu sau:

C'MA_ Trung 1dm nghién curu PP & KTCL. Trudng Dai hoc Ngoai nglt. Dai hoc Quéc gia Ha Néi
15



16 Nguyén Phuong Situ

Tri nhé Lién tuwdng

Khai niém
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{(Hudson, 1941)

So dd quan h¢ cho thay, cac véu td ngdn ngd dong thoi 1a cac khai niém, dudge nhin
nhan la nhitmg pham tra ma chung ta st dung dé phan tich kinh nghiém thuc tai. Ngi
nghia cang dong thot 1a cac khai niém. va cac pham tra xi hoi cé lién quan dén ngon
ngd la cac khar mém. Trong khi dé. nga nghia ciap do cau la cac dinh dé.

Noi vé mdi quan hé giaa ngdén ngd va van hoa. Osterloh [8, tr.77] cung nhan xét:
Ngon ngit khong chi ddn thuan la mot hé thong Am thanh. tit va nhiing chudi quy tac
ngit phap ma con di sau vao Iinh vuce hoat déng giao tiép cua con ngudgi theo nhing quy
luat riéng.

Yéu to6 van hoa trong day - hoe ngoai ngi

Thai do doi vdi van héa ngoai ng (TLC) va anh huwing tuonmg hé

Khi tiép xue vdr van hoa ngoai ngu, ngudi hoc ngoan ngit ¢6 thé trai qua nhing tam
Iv va phan ung khiae nhau. Nhing phan ung tam ly va thai do dor vdi viin hoa ngoai
ngd ¢o the d nhimg thai cue khae nhau - tir rut ré, mac cam tu ti dén cor thuaong, choi ta
hode bai xich. Than d6 cue doan déi v TLC déu khong dian dén hicu qua cao trong giao
tiép. Thar do do khae nhau tay thuoe van hoa tiéng me de (SLC) eda ngudi hoe su dung
neoitl ngu

Nhiéu nha nghién ctau (Richards. White et al [4]) cho thay, sau mét thai gian hoc
tap uéng nude ngoai, ¢o nghia 1a sau khi Uép xue gian GUép véi nén van hoa ngoat ngd,
thai do cia ngudi hoe déi véi TLC ¢6 chuyén bién. Nhitg chuvén bién dé ¢é thé theo
nhing chiéu hudng nhu vita ban ¢ trén. Néu thar gian va cudng do tiép xue cang dan,
cang manh va do "tham” thong qua "bé loc” cua nguoi hoe cang nhay bén thi, tham chi.
101 tu duy biang ngon ngdt vi hanh vi tng xu cua nguol hoe do cling chuyén bién. Mot 6
nghien cuu vé tam Iy - ngon ngdt cang nhan xét rang. hanh vi tinh cam, ung xu khs

viao Hep cua ngual hoe ngoail nglt dén mae do nao do sé chiu anh hudng caa TLC.
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Dav va hoe ngoat nga hong cao van hoa nao?

Mue dich cun qua trinh hoe mat ngom nga la dat dudge nang Lee grao tiép hang thu
neng do Nang hue gimo tiep hao gom kha nang ngon ng va kha nang s dung phuong
ten nedn ngtl thich hop var quy woe piao Ucp trong xa hin (Richards [9]). Nhu vay,
muon giao Uiep thanh cong, ngoai vice nam chae hé thong hinh thian ngon ngd, nguoi
hoc can Inéu va s dung duoe nhiing quy wae van haoa gino Gép cua cong dong nguor ban
neir Conghia Lo, nguol nor va nguar nghe phan “be on the same wacelength” nhu nhiéu
nha nghien cuu dung cum tu dé chr lién tuong nav. Vi du ¢é thue sau day. ¢6 thé cho ta
mot minh hoa.

Xung ho i mat hanh dong lor no chiu anh huong caa quy woe van hoa cong dong
neon ngu eu the Trong mot budi gap mat kha trang trong @ bat diau mot hor thao khoa
hoc, mot vi eo trach nhiém cua ta bat dau ban dién van bang "Dear comrade Martyn, ...
Neuoi co ten Ia Martvn sau do cho hiét, anh ta rat ling tung va 6 cam giae kho chiu
tl felt embarrassed and uneasy) vé cach xung ho do vi khong hiéu vi nguai Viét kia ¢
an v g1 ki dung vt comrade (dong chis. Chung ta la ngudi Viéet hiéu rat ré nguven do la
diu - mot chuvén di tidu eye tr van héa gino Uép tieng me dé. Vi nguai Viét kia hoan
toan co v 161, muon ton trong Martyn, nén da néi Dong chi Martyn - méot tu thuang

duoe dung dé xung ho trong cac cude hop caa nguor Viét duong da.

* Van hoa ngoat ng (TLC) va van hoa tieng me de (SLC)

Trong qua trinh hoe, nguoi hoe ngom ngu can dude y thue vé nhimg khae biét gita
van hoa ngoal ngtt (TLCY va van hoa tiéng me dé (SLC) bang nhung so sanh trong
nhimg tinh huong cu thé Lidu luong van héa ngoai ngit trong qua trinh day - hoe cao
hay thap tuy thude vao mue dich via nhu cau giao Uép caa ngudi hoe - di du hoe, du han
nehi 6 nude ngoai hay dé sit dung doe sach d trong nuede, Trong thue 16, nhimg ngud c6
cung kién thue van hoa nén thuong hicu nhau dé dang hon ngav trong gine uép hang
chinh tieng me de Didu nay cang dung vaéi nhiing tinh huéng giao tiép bang uéng nitdce
ngoai Ngud eang co nhiéu kinh nghiém thue 16 cang dé dang trong giae tiép.

Nhimg tinh huong gino tiép. ung xu cu thé dor khi duge néi dén la “edan hoa vi mo”.
Van hoa vi mo bao gém van hoa giao iep, van hoa an uing (aAm thue), an méic, van hoa
har hé, van hoa thudng thue nghé thuat, vov.. Dé s dung mot ngoai ngd, ngudsi hoc
khong nhing chi can hiéu vé van hoa chung ma con hiéu vé van hoa vi ma, dac et
nhing khiac hiét gida van hoa ngoal ngt va van hoa tiéng me de.

St khae ét trong each chao hoi cua cac edong dong ngdén ngt khae nhau la mat vi
Jdu minh hoa. Ngudi nai tiéng Anh ¢o6 thé dung cau How are vou? mot ciu hoi vé tinh
trang sue khoe dé lam 16i chao Trong khi dé ngudi néi tiéng Viét ¢o thé dang ciu (Anh)

ot i dav? (Anh) én com chia? dé the hién cang mat mue dich. Néu xét vé cau trae be
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noi, ca ha e teén khong phai la loi chao nhung eang dong ngudi nai ticng Anh va uéng
Viét da ngam quy ude va hiéu da 1y lai chao dé co ang xd thich hop (Suu [10, tr 89]). Co
nhiing gia thiet har hude cho rang, nguoi Viet (va mot s6 dan tée ¢ Chiau a) 1a nhimng
dan toe tung thiéu dor cho nén hay quan tam dén baa an '? Con nguasi Anh., ¢é 1@ la dan
1o¢ véu dudr nén hay quan tam dén sue khoe'?

Cang nhu vay. cach trao va nhan lor khen cang that khae nhau giaa cae cong dong
ngan ngd. Vi du. dap L o khen, nguoi nét tieng Anh thudéng cam on. trong khi do
nguad non tieng Vigt thuong khude tu hode chap nhan var lor khudge nu lam giam mue do
cua lon khen (Suu {11 e 12)).

Nhuing tinh huong gay kho khan cho nguor hoe ciing nhu nguai su dung ngoai ngi
chinh la nhimg tinh huong c6 nhiéu sy khae bict gitta har van hoa. Thic¢u su ren luyén
day du. ngudi su dung ngoai ngit rat ¢6 thé chuyén di nhing quy udc van héa va I
dién dat ti van hoa tiéng me dé. Trudng hop nay, thudng dude ngudi ta goi la chuyén di
ticu cite vé giao tiép. Vi du dé 1o su quan tam dén ngudi khic. ngudi thude van hoa
tiéng Viét ¢6 thé hoi nhing cau hoi vé ddi tu cta nguoi kia. Trong khi do. nhing ciau hoi
nhu vay la diéu kiéng ky doi vail ngudi thude van héa tiéng Anh.

Trong qua trinh hoe, ¢6 nhiéu cach 1iép can dé hiéu vé TLC. Mét trong nhing con
dudng la. nguai hoe ngoai nglt can o6 o hoi duge so sanh, déi chiéu va duge y thic va
nhang khae biét giga van haa ngoai ngt (TLC) va van hoa tieng me de (SLC) thong qua
nhang so sanh trong tinh hudng cu thé.

Do ludng chuyén bién vé thai do

Con ngudi ¢o nhidu phuong tién do lusng khac nhau trong gidao duc, ¢o thé bang
quan sat hanh vi eta mot ea nhin hodce mat tap thé trong tinh huéng nhat dinh. Nhing
tinh huang do co the 1a tinh huong thue hoiae mo phing. Ngoai nhing quan sat ti ban
ngoal. ngudi L co thé cho dai tuong tu quan sat va danh gia lan nhau qua nhing nhan

xet cua chinh ho Lot eda ngudi nay sé 12 baa hoe cho nguai khae.

Trong quit trinh dao tao, ngudi ta muén biét sy chuvén bién thar do dar var TLC 6
phia nguor hoe ra sao Bién phap do ludng pho bién nhat van la thong qua kiém tra.
Cach don gian nhat La, kiém tra dau va cudi chuong trinh st dung eang noi dung kiém
tra_ Thong tin thu duoe vé su khae nhau giaa phan ung caa hat dot ¢o thé cho ta mot so
nhan dinh nao do vé su chuvén bién trong thai dé ngud hoe. Nhitng bai kiém tra nhu

viv co the thue hien khuvet danh thr = nh.

Tuv vav. ban kiem tea thar do nén  p trung do dae diém tap the hon 1a do cai tang

ca nhan bict hoae cam nhian vé chu dé dide néu ra.
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Kiém tra hiéu biét vé van hoéa

Linh viece kiém tra

Ngua ta da tong két duge 5 linh vye chinh nén kiém tra va goi v ty trong cho ting
finh vue trong maét ban kiém tra vé mat van hoa nhu sau:

1 nhan bicét dwdge cac s kién va nhan vat lich s ( =20%)

2 nhan biét dwoe nhieng sw kién it quan trong (= 19%)

3. nhan biét duve nhieng dia danh nor tiéng (= 17%)

1. kha nang hiéu tic vung mang nét van hoa (= 13%)

5. quen thude vat nghé thuat tao hinh, dac biét la kién tric ( =12%)

Ngoai ra mét 1y trong khéong nho danh cho nhing cau héi vé théi quen, tap quan,

truyén thong vian hoa, vov..
Loai hinh kiem tra

Nhu trén da ban, trong qua trinh hoe tap, ngudi day c¢é thé sit dung nhiéu phuong
tién khac nhau dé do ludng chuyén bién vé thai do va hanh vi ctia nguoi hge. Théng qua
nhiung hoat dong khién nguoi hoc tu tha thach minh qua cac tinh hudng giao tiép thuc
hoac mé phéng khae nhau. hidu biét va thai dé etia ho da duge quan sat va danh gia.

Tuyv vay. ngoal nhing hoat déong rén luyén trong hoc tap nhu néi trén, nguad ta co
thé kiém tra hiéu biét van héa ngoai ngd théng qua hé thong bai kiém tra. Trén cd so d
nhitmg loai hinh ciu hoi phé bién - tu luan va khach quan, ngudi ta co thé cai tién
thanh nhing cau hoi phu hgp véi viée kiém tra hiéu biét v& van hoa. Mot vi du don
gian: Loai cau héi MCQ ¢6 thé dua ra vai dap an dung thé hién bang tir ‘option(s)’ & ca
50 1t va s6 nhiéu trong loi hudng din - nghia la c¢é hon mot option dung, khac véi loa
thaong thudng chi cho mét option ding. Vdi phan Other, ngusi dude kiém tra co thé phat
bicu nhig y kién cia minh vugt ngoai nhang dap an cho san.

Mot loat hinh khae két hop gida nhiing cdu hoi nhiéu lua chon vdi phan ly giai cau
tra 101 (JMCQ), vi du:

You are going to a farewell party to an English friend who has finished his term in
Vietnam. What would vou do or say to him? Mark the option(s) you think appropriate
and explamn your chotce(s).

A Congratulations! You've done great work!

B. Bon vovage and good luck!

C. Sce you again!

D. Happy news!

E. Gwe him a present and say ‘Goodbye!”

F. Other (Please specify)
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Bién soan sach gido khoa ngoai ngua

Tiéng Anh da tu lau duge st dung réong riai nhu mot ngoai ngd d nhiéu edéng dong
ngon ngi khic nhau trén thé gidi. Trong khi su dung tiéng Anh lam cong cu giao tiép,
ngudi s dung khong thé khong chiu su anh hudng cia van hoa ngoai ngdt. déng thii
chuvén di nhing dac diém van hoa tiéng me dé vao ngoai ngi. Trong viéc bién soan
sach giao khoa ngay nay, nguoi ta di chu y dén yéu td van hoa trong ngd héu dua vao
sach va cac bai kiém tra sao cho ngudi hoe vita ¢6 thé hiéu va sit dung 6 mue do nao dé
nhiing hiéu biét cia minh vé hai van hoa giao thoa trong bai hoe ngoai ng. Néi dung,
ngit licu sach giao khoa cho ngudi hoe thuoce cong dong ngon ngit khiac nhau cing khace
nhau khong chi vé hinh thai (ngit Am. ngd phap) ma ca vé dac diém va su khac biét vé
van hoa.

Ngudn tu ligu dé day va hoe ngoai ngit ngoai nhimg sach giao khoa théng thudng
con san pham caa van hoa folklore, Nhiing san pham nay duge coi 1a mdt nguén tu héu
sinh dong. Nhing giai diéu, 161 hat dan ca giap ngudi hoe cam thu duge sic thai biéu
-am. chiéu sdu cda ngoén ngi. Ban than moi thi tiéng déu mang trong minh nhac tinh ¢
muc do két tinh (Allport [1. tr.196]). Théng qua ngit diéu, ngudi néi da co thé bidu 16
duge nghia bé siu cua ngon ur.

Nhitng diéu can can nhic trong bai kiém tra
* Bai kicm tra ngoai ngit can cong bang, trung tinh vé vdan héa (Culture fair)

Mot bai kiém tra duge coi la eong bang, trung tinh vé van hoa khi khong thién v
d6i véi mot nhom thi sinh thude nhém van héa cu thé nao. Bai kiém tra dé dua trén
nhimg diém chung déi vai tat ca thi sinh du thi (Richards).

* Sue thién lich trong kiém tra - ddanh gia

Nhu trén da ban, khi bién soan chuong trinh va siach giio khoa cho ngudi hoc,
ngudi ta chu y dén ei nhing khace biét van hoa khi hai nén vin hoa giao thoa trong nga
héu Trong kiém tra - danh gia niing lue ngoai ngil, ngusi ta cang cha y tranh sy thién
Iéch (hias). Dé tranh sy thién léch bai kiém tra can dudge nhin 1@ nhiéu goe do khae
nhau. vi du nhu vé sic toe, gidi tinh, tudi tac, ngon negld v van hoa xudt xu, trinh doé
kién thue nén cua ngudi hoc.

Chung ta xét tiéu muc trong vi du sau day:

Bananas are -
() brown, (b) green. (¢) vellow.

Néu chi mot trong 3 ciu tra 161 trong tiéu mue trén dude danh diu 1a Dung. tiéu
muc nav da thién léch ca lgi cho thi sinh thudée mét nhom van hoa cu thé. Trong thue té,
bat ky lua chon niao trong 3 dap an trén ciing ding. tay thuge timg cong déng van héa
khac nhau (Richards).
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Nhu vay, mot bai kiém tra ¢ thé coi la thién léch néu nd1 dung c¢d ldi cho mot
nhom tht sinh nay va bat ldi cho nhém thi sinh khac theo nhiing yéu 16 néu trén. Mot
biu kiém tra nang lue ngoai ngi chung, khong nén dua ra nhing chi tiét ¢o tinh dac tha
cua mot linh vue chuyén mon sau nao do. Nhitmg thong tin nhu vay, cin dude xem xét
ky trude khi dura vao bai kiém tra sao cho. khong lam anh hudng dén két qui lam bii
thi sinh khang thude linh vue chuyén mén d6. Don gian nhu nguoi ta thuong tranh
nhimg tén riéng hay dia danh khong phd bién, nhing su kién hay dién tich van hoc,
Lich stt. viv.., khong dién hinh ma chi mot s6 it ngudi biét - néu khong, d6 co thé la

nhiung "bav” hoac "danh dé”. mét diéu nén tranh trong danh gia néi chung.

Chung ta xem mot s vi du minh hoa sau day.

BLACK BONNET

The train stopped. Miss Esther stood far back to get away from the smoke and roar. As
the cars pulled away, she took a few steps forward to scan the platform. There was no black
bonnet with a worn lace veil, no old lady with a burden of bundles. There were only the
station master, a boy or two, and a clean-faced bent old man with a bird cage 1n one hand
and an old carpetbag in the other.
1. What did Miss Esther expect to see?

A a bird cage B. a lot of people

C a black bonnet D. an old lady

(Hill & Larson [6])

Do voi nguoi 16n ¢6 kién thue van hoa, ¢6 kinh nghiém song thuc té, dac biét quen
thude var cac hinh tugng nghé thuat trong tiéu thuyét, viée lien tudng gida black
bonnet, a worn lace veil véi mot thiéu phu c6 tudi khong kho khan lam. do vay co thé
chon cau tra loi ding dé dang. Pé1 vdi tré em hay ngudi 16n it kién thie vé mét thai ky
van hoe cu thé bai doc hidu tren sé 1a mét bai co cau hoi khé va bi coi 1a thién léch.

Nam 1987, ty 1¢ hoc sinh nit ¢ My thi dau dai hoc qua ky thi SAT thap han nhiéu
so vdi nam hoc sinh. Bé phan nghién ciu cua ETS (My) tién hanh mét diéu tra nghién
cuu va cho biét bai thi do ETS viét ¢6 chita nhing cau hoi thién léch bat loi cho nit sinh.

Trong mdt bai nghe hidu cua Cambridge, thi sinh ngudi Viét hiau hét khong tim
dudge dap an dung khi dude yéu ciu nghe va danh dau dung hinh caa chiée chia khéa
duge noi 1. Cau doé yéu cau ngudi nghe chon trong ban hinh, trong d6 ¢6 hai hinh chia
khoa: A) chia khoa xe mo o, B) chia khéa xe 6 t6. Khi xem két qua, hau hét thi sinh
khong chon dung. khong phai vi ho khéng nghe dude ma vi khoéng thé phan biét duge
chiée nao la chia khoa 6to va chiée nao la chia khoa xe may, mac da trén hai chia khoa

do déu ¢o in tén hang 6té hoac md to - nhung tat ea déu xa la vai thi sinh. Ly do rat don
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gian 14, ho chua quen s dung até6 va nhat 1a 616 cua Anh, cho nén su khac nhau gita
hai chiée chia khoa do6 1a khéng ¢6 gia tri. Nhing cau hoi nhu vay dude coi 1a culture-
biased, khéng danh gia dung kha nang nghe hiéu cia thi sinh va mat tinh gia tri.

* Ty trong vé véu té van héa trong bai kiém tra

Nhu trén da thao luan, ngéon ngi va van héa ¢é quan hé chat ché véi nhau. Yéu 1o
van héa trong nhiéu truong hop duge ham chia trong ngdn tu va 161 biéu dat. dién dat
biang ngén ngit hay bang yéu to phi ngén ngi. Viée dua cAu hoi cé chia yéu L6 van hoa
vao bai kiém tra can phan tich va xem xét ky nhu cau va muc dich giao tiép cia nguoi
hoe. Ngoai ra. trinh dé cia ngudi hoe cang cin dude xét. Véi trinh do thap, bai kiém tra
nén chu trong kiém tra vé hinh thai ngén ngit nhiéu hon.

Bién phap khac phuc 16i van héa qua hoc tap

Trong qua trinh hoe, ¢6 nhiéu cach tiép can dé hiéu vé TLC. M6t trong nhiing con
dudng 1a ngudi hoc ngoai ngit can cé cd héi dude so sanh, d6i chiéu va duge ¥ thic vé
nhitng khac biét gita van hoa ngoai ngl (TLC) va vin héa tiéng me dé (SLC) thong qua
nhing so sanh trong tinh huéng cu thé (Suu, 1999).

Trong qua trinh tiép xuc véi TLC, nguoi hoc (st dung) ngoai ngd ¢6 nhing chuyén
bién vé thai d6. Dé 1a hic ho cé tién bo va thay tu tin trong qua trinh hoc tap. Muc dich
cua nhing hoat dong trén lap. bai tap, cac tinh huong mé phong hay hoat déng thuc dia
nham giap ngudi hoe y thic vé nhitng khac biét ciing nhu tuong déng gitta TLC va SLC.
Nhiing hoat dong nhu vay goép phin tao ra su thay di trong thai dé mét cach c6 y thuc,
tue 1a chl yéu thong qua hoc - chi khéng phai chi thong qua day - nhu Nérd da viét
“Vdn hoa la cdi gi do dé cho ngudi ta hoc hon la dé day”.

Déi véi nhing ngudi tham gia trong qua trinh day va hoe ngoai ngit, nhan xét cia
Brooks [3. tr.123] rang. néu chung ta day ngén ngit ma khong dong thaoi day vé van héa
cua thu tiéng do thi, chung ta dang day nhiing ky hiéu vé nghia hodc nhiing ky hiéu ma
ngudi hoc gan vé v nghia sai léch da thay 101 két luan. Véi y nghia nhu vay. cai tén
"Khoa ngon ngit va van hoa X" diat cho cac khoa ngoai ngit hién nay that viua thua

nhung lai vua thiéu
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The theory and practice of foreign language education affirms the existence of an

organic interaction between language and culture since the final goal of this process is

to develop a communicative competence according to the particular conventions of a

particular cultural-linguistic community. In this connection, it may be true to say that

the attitude a learner forms towards either the culture or the target language may

invariably change as he or she progresses.

This paper assumes the possibility of testing and measuring or assessing a

learner’s cultural knowledge of certain aspects. However, it is essential that this

process should be fair, cultural-neutral, unbiased, and reasonable in its cultural

content.



