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CACH THUC DPINH NGHIA CAC THUAT NGU TRONG NGON BAN
TIENG ANH KINH TE VA MOT SO UNG DUNG TRONG DAY VA HOC
TIENG ANH CHUYEN NGANH

1. Dat van dé

Ngudi hoc kinh té théng qua tiéng
Anh ¢ nhitng nuéc ma tiéng Anh khong
phai la ban ngi nhu & Viét Nam théng
thudng gap rat nhiéu khé khan do ddng
thoi vita phai linh hi kién thic kinh té
vita phai vugt qua rao can vé ngon ngi.
Nhitng nghién citu gin diy cta Donald
Mec Closkey (1986), Willie Henderson va
Tony Dudley Evans (1990), Mansfield
(1982) cho ring kién thic vé ngdén ngi
kinh té déng mét vai tré quan trong
trong viéc gitp cho ngudi hoe hiéu nhanh
hon cac bai doc tiéng Anh kinh té. Chinh
vi vy, viéc nghién citu cac diac diém cia
ngoén ngd ti€ng Anh kinh t& va so sanh
né véi ngdn ngi tiéng Viét kinh t& 1a rat
cAn thiét.

Mec Closkey (1983) cho ring, ngén
ngt kinh té ciing su dung céc cong cu tu
tit hoc gibng nhu cac ngén ngit vin hoc
khéac. Trong cac hinh thic tu ti hoc ma
McCloskey néu ra, bai viét dudi day chi
dé cap dén hanh vi dinh nghia ma ngon
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ngi tiéng Anh kinh té thuong xuyén si
dung nhu mét céng cu tu tit hitu hiéu dé
“goi tén” va néu ddc diém céc vin dé méi
duge néu ra.

2. Cac hinh thdec dinh nghia trong
ngon ban tiéng Anh kinh té

Trong cac bai viét, bai luan kinh té&
cac tac gia ludn st dung cac thuat ngi
kinh t& dé lam cho bai viét cia minh
ngan gon, xuc tich boi ban than cac
thuat ngit kinh t& da thé hién mét cach
tinh tuy nhit cac dac diém kinh t& Tuy
nhién, khi gidi thiéu cho déc gia
khai niém mdi hodc nhiing quan diém

mot

mdi vé mot khai niém da quen thude vdi
ddc ga, cac tac gia bude phai dua ra cac
dinh nghia, mé ta cho cac khéai niém méi
duge dua ra do.

Thue chat cac thuat ngit kinh t& ¢
day c6 thé coi nhu nén méng dé xdy dung
nén ngdi nha ngon ngic kinh té. Tu do,
ching ta cé thé suy ra dude tim quan
trong cua viéc ¢6 duge cac dinh nghia
chinh xac mé ta cac thuat ngi kinh té.



Cach thic dinh nghia cac thudt ngit trong ngon ban iéng Anh kinh & vi... 61

Ching can phai rat ré rang, trong sing
va dé hiéu, dac biét la trong cac cudn
sach mao khoa kinh dién cho sinh vién
“mdi viio nghé” cang nhu cho cac hoe gia
uyén tham vé linh vuc nay. Thuat ngu ¢6
thé duge miéu ta theo cac tiéu chi, quan
diém khac nhau hay theo nhiéu linh vuc
khac nhau; ¢6 dinh nghia chi goi gon
trong mot ti, mot bai bao nhung ctang cé
van dé phai duge trinh bay trong ca mot
chuong, mot cuén sach...

Dudi giac do cua cac nha légic hoc,
cac dinh nghia luén phai c¢6 hai phan co
ban: mot dinh nghia chinh (essential
definition) chua dung nhiing phin thiét
véu cAu thanh nén dinh nghia d6 va mét
dinh  nghia
definition) chia dung nhing thong tin
chi tiét, hay mé ta cac thuoc tinh cé lién

phu  (accidential

quan dén dinh nghia dé.

Duéi giac dé cua cac nha ngoén ngi
hoc (Louis Trimble (1985), trong cuén
“Tiéng Anh cho khoa hoc va ky thuat”),
cac dinh nghia lai duge phian thanh hai
loai ldn: Cac dinh nghia don (simple
definitions) va cac dinh nghia phuc
(complex definitions). Theo .d6, mot
dinh nghia don la mét dinh nghia c6 d6
dai duge gb1 gon trong mot cau hoac it
hup mot ciau, con mot dinh nghia phic la
moét dinh nghia lay dinh nghia don lam
nong cot va duge phat trién dai hon, ¢6
thé kéo dai thanh mot doan. Louis
Trimble con chia cac dinh nghia don
thanh nhing loai dinh nghia nho hon la:
dinh nghia co ban, hinh thic (formal
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definition); dinh nghia ban co ban
definition), va dinh
nghia bat c¢d ban

(semi-formal
(non-formal
definition). Con cac loai dinh nghia
phie dude ong chia thanh: dinh nghia
bdr quy ude (definition by stipulation):
dinh nghia bing giai thich (definition
by explication); va dinh nghia bdi hanh
vi (definition by operation).

Trong bai viét nay, chung téi sé di
sdu xem xét mot s6 dac diém cua cac loai
dinh nghia don-mot loai dinh nghia
chiém uu thé nhat so vdi cac loai dinh
nghia phie eon lai trong ngéon ban kinh
té (94,1% so véi 0,12%) (Theo Thuy
(2002), luan van thac sy).

Trong 3 loai dinh nghia don: formal
defimtion; semi-formal definition; va
non-formal definition, dinh nghia co ban,
hinh thuc (formal definition) cung cip
cho déc gia nhiéu théng tin nhat. Pé lam
sang to diéu nay, Louis Trimble da dua
ra cong thic téng quat "T=C +D", trong
dé, “T" la thuat ngit dude dinh nghia; “C”
thay cho lép hoac cap do chira thuat ngit
duge dinh nghia; va “D" la nhing dac
diém khac biét dé phan biét thuat ngi
duge dinh nghia véi cac déi tugng khac
cung ldp, hoac cung cip do chia thuat
ngit duge dinh nghia. Ching ta ¢6 thé lay
mdt vi du don gian dé minh hoa cho cong
thuc trén cua Louis Trimble: “an ant is a
soctal insect usually having wings only
in the males and fertile females and
living in complexity organized colonies"
(Nguén: The  Webster's Revised
Unabridged Dictionary (1996, 1998).
(Kién la mét loai edén trung c6 tinh cong
dong. Chi ¢6 nhing con duc va nhiing
con cal ¢6 kha nang sinh san méi c6
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canh. Chiing séng theo dan va c6 té chic
phite tap). Trong dinh nghia cd ban ¢
trén, T (ti duge dinh nghia) la ant; B
(16p chia tu) la social insect; va D
(su phan biét) la: (a) has wings only in
the males and fertile females; (b) lives in
complexity organized-colonies.

Khéng giong nhu cac dinh nghia cd
ban, trong cac dinh nghia ban cd ban
(semi-formal definitions), thanh phin C
chi 16p chia thudt ngd dude dinh nghia
thudng bi loai bé di. Bdi 1é c6 thé trong
ban thin thuat ngit duge dinh nghia da
phdn nao bao ham ca théng tin vé ldp
chitasthuat ngit. Vi dy, ban théan céc tu
tiéng Anh c6 goc La tinh “-logy” da chua
thong tin vé 1dp “science”.

Trong ngén ban tiéng Anh kinh té,
loai dinh nghia ban co ban (semi-formal
definition) nay chi@m uu thé so vdi 3 loai
dinh nghia don (chi€m 54,4%) (Theo
Thuy (2002) Ludn véan thac sy). Tuy yéu
td C trong cong thic ma Louis Trimble
da néu o trén bi loai bo, nhung khoéng co6
nghia 1a loai dinh nghia nay cung cép
cho déc gia it théng tin hdn so vdi loal
dinh nghia co ban (formal definition).
Trong ngdn ban kinh t&, yéu té ldp chia
thuat ngit duge dinh nghia khong cin
thiét bdi vi céc thuat ngi kinh té da duge
doc gia thita nhan 1a thude 16p khoa hoc
kinh té. Trong cac vi du dudi day, néu
ching ta thém théng tin vé lép nhu d
trong ngodc thi sé trd nén thua.

A market equilibrium (which is an
economic aspect) comes at the price at
which -~ quantity demanded equals
quantity supplied.

Positive economics (which is an
economic aspect) deals with objective
or scientific explanations of the working
of the economy.

(Cac eum tir duge ghach chéan la do
tac gia caa bai bao thém vao)

Mot hinh thue dinh nghia khac d6 la
hinh thic dinh nghia nhanh khong co
ban (non-formal definition). Day la hinh
thie dinh nghia ma céac tac gia thuong
st dung cac tit dong nghia véi cac thuat
ngit dude dinh nghia dé gitp cho déc gia
lién hé va tim nhanh cac khai niém cé
litn quan dén cac thuat ngi duge dinh
nghia. Hinh thic dinh nghia nay khong
dude sit dung nhiéu trong ngéon ban kinh
t€ bdi 1&é su chat ché va chinh xac la
nhiing yéu ciau quan trong trong ngon
ban kinh t€ ma nhiing tit déng nghia don

" gian khéng thé dap ding duge nhing doi

héi vé do chit ché, chinh xac d6.

3. Mét vai gdi y trong day va hoc tiéng
Anh kinh t&€ thong qua cac hinh thidc
dinh nghia trong ngoén ban tiéng Anh
kinh té&

Viéc st dung hinh thie dinh nghia,
dac biét 1a cac dinh nghia don dé goi tén
va néu bat cac dac diém cua cac thudt
ngii ciing nhu cac hién tugng kinh t& rét
phé bién trong ngdn ban tiéng Anh kinh
té. Van dé dit ra cho cac giao vién day
tiéng Anh chuyén nganh kinh té la phai
khai thac dic diém nay cua ngoén ban
tiéng Anh kinh t& nhu thé nao dé truyén
dat kién thic kinh t& cho ngudi hoc mét
cach nhanh nhit, dé hiéu nhat. Phén
ti€p theo trong bai viét nay sé gidi thiéu
mét vai goi ¥ trong viéc ung dung cac
kién thdc néu trén trong day va hoc
tiéng Anh kinh t& ding tir goc dé nguoi
gido vién.

Giup nguoi hoc nhan dién dugc
théong tin ti cau truc dinh nghia

Giao vién can giup cho nguoi hoc bée
tach duge théng tin tit nhing dinh
nghia. Vdi kién thic vé cac loai dinh
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nghia, nguol gmao vién nén gidi thiéu cho
ngudi hoc biét so lugng thong tin ma ho
cin nam dude tit mot dinh nghia. Vi du
nhu diau la tén thuat ngi, dau la thong

tin thude lop thuit ngu, diau la thong tin®

vé cac dac diém riéng phan biét thuat
ngd vdi cac thuat ngt khac. C6 dude
nhing théong tin nhu vay nguoi hoc sé
nhan thic duge ro rang théng tin nao la
quan trong va cé thé hiéu duge dinh
nghia dé mét cach dé dang cho du ¢6 gap
phai mot vai rao can vé tit vung.

Giup nguai hoc vwot rao can
ngén ngu

Trong qua trinh hoe tiéng Anh kinh
té, ngudi hoc khong thé tranh khoi viéc
phai duong diu vdi nhing thuat ngi
chuyén nganh xa la vdi ho, nhung nguoi
day c6 thé gitp ngudi hoe phin nao doan
biét duge nghia gin sat véi nhitng thuat
ngii nay bang cach cung cidp cho ho
nhitng géc tit Latinh va HyLap (Latin
and Greek roots) (Xem bang vi du dudi
day) boi trong ngén ban tiéng Anh kinh
té, thuat ngit toan hoc hoiic nhitng dac
ngi ¢6 nguén goc Latinh xudt hién rat
nhiéu. Biét duge nghia cia nhiing goc tu
Latinh nay, ngudi hoc sé ¢6 duge thong
tin vé l6p nghia chua thuat ngi dé.

Géc Latinh hodac HyLap

Nghia cua géc tit

Vi du

Tend-/ tens-/ tent

Chrono Thai gian Chronology: bang nién dai

Cred Uy tin Incredible: khéng thé tin duge
Credit: tin dung

Ven-/ vent bén Convene: triéu tap
Convention: héi nghi

Duc-/ duct Huéng din, din dén | Induct: bé nhiém, dua vao

Kéo dai, dan ra

Introduce: dua viao, gidi thiéu
Extend: kéo dai
Tension: su cing thang

Ngoai ra, viée hd trg cho ngudi hoe
nhitng tiéu xao dé doan biét ti vung
tiéng Anh théng qua ngi canh (context),
hay théng qua nhing phan tich, vi du
cta tac gia kinh t& 1a rat cAn thiét. Giao
vién tiéng Anh chuyén nganh cé thé dua
ra nhing ngi canh hoédc nhing vidu cu
thé trong mot ngoén canh kinh té& va yéu
cAu ngud hoc phan tich xem thuat ngu
nao sé can dude dinh nghia va nghia cua
thuat ngu doé la gi.

Bén canh dé, trong cic dinh nghia
trong ngbn ban kinh té, hién tuong danh
hoa cac dong tit xuat hién rat nhiéu va
trd thainh mot cong cu tao tinh chat ché
va chinh xac cho ngén ban kinh té.
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Chinh vi vay, ngud thay gido cing can
phai nhan manh diéu nay cho hoc vién
cua minh cang nhu gidp ho tim ra cac
quy luat phé bién ctia hién tugng danh
hoa trong ngén ban kinh té€ vi du nhu
hién tugng st dung cidc hau té: -ion
(to distribute — distribution); -ing
(to correspond — corresponding); -ment
(to agree — agreement); hodc hién tugng
khong thay dé1 dang thuc gida dong tu
va tinh ti nhu dé vdi cac tit: control;
demand; supply; deposit.

Cung c6 cho ngudi hoc nhitng
cdu triic ménh dé quan hé tinh ngit
(relative clauses)
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Céc cau phic ¢6 chita cac ménh dé
quan hé tinh ngi (cAc ménh dé ding
ngay cac thuat ngit kinh téva giai thich
hoic cung cdp thém thoéng tin vé cac
thuat ngit nay) dude céic tac gia thuong
xuyén stt dung dé giai thich ré hon thuat
ngid cin dinh nghia. Chinh vi vay, giao
vién chuyén nganh nén thudng xuyén
luu y cach nhan dién va cach su dung
ménh dé loai nay cho ngudi hoc dac biét
la trong céc trudng hop ménh dé quan hé
tinh ngit duge rit ngan bang cach su
dung déng tinh tut qua kha
(past-participle) va dong tinh tir hién tai
(present-participle). Vi du

Gross domestic product (GDP) is the
value of all goods and services produced
in the economy in a given period such
as a year.

Income refers to the flow of wages,
interest payments, dividends, and other
things of value aceruing during a
period of time (usually a year).

(Phan ghach chan la caa tac gia bai
béao nay)

Su dung so d6 dé giai thich céac
ménh dé quan hé tinh ngi c6 thé sé la
mét cach rat hiu hiéu dé cac gido vién
chuyén nganh phan tich va giap cho
ngudi hoc hiéu siau sdc hon céc dinh
nghia trong ngén ban kinh té& Hai dinh
nghia dudi day:

“Speculation is any investment based
on one'’s hope to predict the future” va

“Stockbrokers are the stock specialists
assisting in maintaining markets for the
stocks in which they deal”

Sé trd nén ro rang hon d6i véi nguai
hoc néu gido vién chuyén nganh sit dung
s0 d6 nhu duéi day dé phan tich. Nguai
hoc sé hinh dung dude ré rang méi quan
hé gilta cac tit trong mét ciu va hiéu
duge cach viét diy di cua cac cau cho du
ching duge gian luge hoa.

Speculation

any investment

(which is)
I

based on one’s hope to predict the future

Stockbrokers =

the stock specialists

A

assisting in maintaining markets for the stocks

n »Jhich
|

they deal
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(Trong dé: “=" nghia la “to be” (la);
" dé chi méi quan hé true tiép; va “—'

chi mé quan hé gian tiép)

L A

Giup nguoi hoc cung cé tiéng
Anh thong qua hanh vi dinh nghia

Bén canh nhiing kién thiue vé ngon
ngd ma ngud hoc duge linh héi tu phia
ngud giao vién chuyén nganh, hoc vién
ciing cin phai “lao vao cudc” dé tu minh
kham pha va luyén tap nhing ky niang
stt dung céc dinh nghia. Hoce vién c6 thé
dugce yéu cau tu minh viét ra cac dinh
nghia trén co sd tong hop va phan tich
nhiing vi du cho trude. C6 nhu vay hoc
vién sé khong chi duge cung ¢d kién thic

vé kinh t& ma con ¢ cd héi nang cao kha
nang tong hop, dién giai bing tiéng Anh.

Cac dang bai tap nhu lua chon ti
thich hgp dién vao chd tréng (multiple
choice), hay khdp cac thuat ngi véi cac
dinh nghia thich hgp (matching exercise)
ciing 1a nhing dang bai tap thich hgp dé
rén cho hoc vién kha nang phat trién
ngon ngu tiéng Anh, déng thai gitp ho
nhan ra tdm quan trong cua cac dinh
nghia trong viéc linh héi kién thic kinh té.
Dudi diy la mot vi du thude mét trong
nhing dang bai trén cé thé duge sit dung
dé giup hoc vién phat trién kha nang su
dung hanh vi dinh nghia nay.

Bai tap: Hay khdp nhiing thuat ngi d
cot A vdi cac dinh nghia tuong tng ¢ cot B.

Cot A

Cot B

1. Investment bank

a. the agency that regulates the sale of stocks
and bonds

2. Stock

b. any investment based on one's hope to predict
the future.

3. Stock exchange

c. a business that sells new issues of stocks and
bonds to brokers :

4. bond

d. the people with whom individuals deal when
they buy stocks

5. capital gain

e. a place where publicly traded securities are
bought and sold

6. divadend f. one who expects price of stock to rise
7. speculation . g. an increase in the value of a share of stock
8. bull h. one who expects price of stock to fall

1 9. bear J. a pool of funds from small investors

10. mutual fund

k. a share of ownership in a corporation

11. stockbrokers

1. a debt of the company that issues it.

12.Securities
Commission

Exchange

m. a payment by a company to its stockholders.

L]

Dap an:
l.L.e 2k 3e 4l

5.g 6.m 7b 8.f 9.h 105 11d

12.a
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Trén diy la nhiing nhan xét vé
mét dac diém tu tit hoc trong ngén ban
tiéng Anh kinh t& va mot s6 goi y dé
day va hoc tiéng Anh kinh t& dugc tét
hon. Hy vong bai viét sé gép phan giap
cho nhiing nguoi quan tim dén linh

viuc tiéng Anh chuyén nganh néi
chung va tiéng Anh kinh t& néi riéng
biét thém mét dac diém tu tit trong
tiéng Anh kinh té va {ng dung né
trong day cing nhu hoc tiéng Anh
kinh té& t6t hon.
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WAYS TO DEFINE ECONOMICS TERMS IN ECONOMICS DISCOURSE
WITH SOME IMPLICATIONS IN TEACHING AND LEARNING ESP

M.A. Pham Thi Thanh Thuy

National Economics University

In this article, the author provides a brief account of three main types of simple

definition: formal definition, semi-formal definition, non-formal definition. Then she
presents some suggestions in teaching and learning economics language from a teacher’s
view points. She believes that the mentioned above explanations and suggestions would be
useful for both teachers and students when dealing with English for Specific Purposes

(E.S.P.)
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