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Tém tit: Trén co s& phan biét cdu voi phdt ngén - ciu thude ngit ngén con phat ngdn thude loi
noi, tic gia phan biét nghia cua cau va nghia ctia phat ngoén. Nghia cla cau (sentence meaning) la
nghia toan thé ciia mot cau khi ddi 1ap voi nghia cua ting tir riéng biét. Trong triét hoc va logic
hoc, nghia cua cau c¢6 xu hudng dugc dat ngang véi cdc ménh dé hodc v&i cac chan tri (truth
values). Tuy nhién, trong ngén ngir hoc, nghia cua ciu, vé ciu tric c6 thé bt ngudn tir nguyén tic
hop thanh (principle of compositionality). Nghia ctiia phat ngén la cai nghia ma mot ngudi noi
truyén dat nho viée st dung mot phat ngén nao d6 trong mot ngit canh tinh hudng nao d6. Theo li
thuyét hanh dong ngdn tir, cic phat ngdn c6 hai loai nghia: (i) Nghia ménh d@é (propositional
meaning) va (ii) Nghia ngon trung (illocutionary meaning). Khi nghién ctru nghia cta cau ching ta
phai noi dén diéu kién chan tri (truth condition). Nghién ciru nghia ciia phat ngon ching ta ciing
phai thay rang dé cho nhiing nghia ngén trung dugc thuc hién, cic hanh dong ngén tir phai thoa

mén cac diéu kién hitu hiéu (felicity condition).

Tir khéa: Chan tri, diéu kién chan tri, didu kién hitu hiéu, nghia cua cau, nghia ctiia phat ngon,

nguyén tac hop thanh, ménh dé.

Cau la nhiing don vi cia mot hé thé)ng ngdn
ngir triru tuong, con phat ngon 1a nhitng vi du
cua hé théng. Vi la mot don vi & bac ngli ngdn
nén cdu 1a mot don vi triru tuong chi ¢ thé
nhan thirc duoc thong qua cac bién thé trong 15
no6i, d6 la cac phat ngén. Phat ngdén la don vi
hién thyc cta cau trong giao tiép. Quan h¢ gitra
cau va phat ngén cling tuong ty nhu quan hé
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gita tir voi cac dang thirc cu thé cia tu, giita
hinh vi va hinh t5. Cac phat ngén duogc tao ra
vao thoi gian va dia diém nao d6 boi mot ngudi
nao do.

Céau la nhom céc tur dugc dung dé biéu hién
mot tu tuong (hoan chinh) nao d6. Xem xét mot
cdu nhu C6 con bo trong bon tim. Ching ta
biét nhiéu thir vé cau nay: Do 13 mét cau cua
tiéng Viét, no gém co 6 tir, n6 cb clu tric ca
phap nhét dinh... Tuy nhién, trong khi ching ta
c6 thé miéu ta cac dic diém nhu thé cia mot
cau, cac cau la nhitng thyc thé triru tuong.
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Khi mot cau dugc str dung boi mot nguodi
nao d6 dudi dang noéi hay viét trong mot tinh
huéng giao tiép cu thé, thi ta c6 mot phat ngon.
Phat ngon khong phai 1a mot thyc thé triru
tuong. N6 la mot sy kién, mot cai gi do dang
dién ra. Néu ta doc to cau C6 con bo trong bon
tdm 161 yéu cau ngudi bén canh 1am diéu tuong
ty va néu anh ta 1am theo nhiing chi din d6 thi
anh ta s€ nghe dugc hai phat ngén, nhung chi
c6 mét cau. Nhu vay, phat ngdén khong don
thuan chi 1a mot hanh dong ndi ning ma no co
thoi gian, khong gian, ngudi noi va ngdén ngir.
Phat ngén c6 thé 1a mot cau hoan chinh nhung
cling co thé chi 1a mot tr hoic mot ngl
(phrases).

Céc phat ngdn co6 thé duoc miéu ta nhu 1a
c6 nhiéu dic diém nhu cua cdu (ching han:
ngon nglr va d§ dai). Tuy nhién, cac phat ngén
con c6 nhitng dic diém khac nita: chung ta co
no6i vé thoi gian phat ngodn, dia diém phat ngon,
giong di€u, am lugng phat ngoén, nguoi phat
ngdn va v.v.

Cau chi la mot tu tuong triru tugng, mac du
n6 c6 mot dang thirc ngén ngit (linguistic form)
nhit dinh. Cau khong phai mét sy kién, va do
d6 no6 khong co6 ngit canh.

Phat ngon trong ngdén nglt ty nhién khong
chi 1a chudi dang thirc ciia tir. Chdng 1én cai
thanh t5 ngon tir cia bat ki phat ngén néi nao
(chudi cac tir tao nén nd), bao gio va tat yéu
cling c6 thanh t§ can ngon ngir* (paralanguage),
nhu:

- Céc dic tinh ngdn thanh: téc d6 (46 nhanh
cham cua 101 noéi); cao d6 (d6 cao thép cua 101
noéi); cuong do (d0 manh nhe cua 101 nodi);
phim chit ngon thanh (khan, trong, ré, the
thé,...).

2 Nguyén Thién Gidp, Nghién ciru giao tiép phi ngén tir
qua cac nén van hoéa, Ngén ngit, s6 7, 2008.

- Cac yéu td xen ngodn thanh: hing giong,
am, a,...

- Cac loai thanh luu

D6 1a chua ké cac yéu t6 ngoai ngdn ngir
(extralanguage) nhu ngdn ngit than thé (nhin
giao, dién hién, ct chi, tu thé, hanh vi dong
cham,...) ; ngon ngit vat thé (trang phuc, dd
trang sirc, phu kién, d6 trang diém, mui nhan
tao, hoa, qua tang,...) ; ngdébn nglt moi truong
(dia diém, khoang cach, thoi gian, mau sic,
nhiét dg, ...) cling anh huong dén viéc linh hoi
phat ngon. Trong viéc xac dinh nghia cua phat
ngon, nhitng dic trung phi ngén tir nay cling
quan yéu nhu nghia cia cac tir dugc dung trong
phat ngdn va ngit phap ciia no, ca hai déu duoc
ma hoa trong thanh t6 ngdn tir cia phat ngon.

Nghia cia cau (sentence meaning) la nghia
toan thé cia mot cau khi ddi 1ap véi nghia cua
ting tir riéng biét. Trong triét hoc va logic hoc,
nghia ctia cau c6 xu hudng duoc dit ngang voi
cac ménh dé& hodc voi cac chan tri (truth
values). Tuy nhién, trong ngdn ngit hoc, nghia
clia cAu, vé cau trac ¢ thé bit ngudn tir nguyén
tic hop thanh (principle of compositionality).
V&i khuon khd do, nghia cua cdu 1a mot chinh
thé dugc ciu tric toan ven. Do nghia ctua cau
duoc xac dinh khong chi dua vao nhitng gi thuc
su duoc noi ra, cho nén dé hiéu nghia cua mot
cau, tri thirc vé thé gidi xung quanh 1a rat can
thiét.

Nghia cua ciu duoc biét trude truc tiép tir
cac dic trung tr vyng va nglt phap cua cau,
trong khi nghia cta phat ngdén bao gdm tit ca
cac kiéu khac nhau cua nghia khong co quan hé
tryc tiép voi chung.

Nghia cta cdu c6 quan hé vai nghia cia
phat ngdn thong qua khai niém vé cach ding
dic trung, nhung lai phan biét véi né & chd:
nghia cua cau thi doc 1ap v6i ngit canh cu thé
ma cau d6 duoc sir dung. Trong khi do, dé xéac
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dinh nghia cua phat ngdn ta budc phai tinh dén
cac nhan té tinh hudng.

Su khac biét gitta nghia cua cau va nghia
ctia phat ngén 1a: thir nhét, nghia ctia cAu mang
tinh doc 1ap vai van canh, trong khi nghia cia
phat ngon dugc xac dinh bdi chinh nglt canh
ma phat ngdén dé dugc néi ra. Thir hai, ton tai
mot mdi lién hé mang tinh ban chat gitta nghia
cua cau va cach dung dac trung (characteristic
use), khong phai ciia mot cau cu thé nao d6 ma
14 cla ca cai kiéu cAu ma cai ciu cu thé dé 1a
thanh vién, dua trén tiéu chi vé& cu trac ngit
phap ctia n6. Pdi vai kiéu cau, c6 thé cong thirc
hoa mbi lién hé nay theo cach nhu sau: Cau tran
thuat (declarative) 1a cidu ma cin c& vao ciu
trac ngir phap cua no, thudc vao kiéu cau ma
cac thanh vién dugc dung mot cach dac trung
dé néu nhan dinh (statement)... Cau nghi van
(interrogative) 1a cAu ma cin ctr vao cau trac cl
phap cia nd, thudc vao kiéu cdu ma cac thanh
vién ciia né dugc dung theo 16i dic trung dé hoi
(question)’.

Nghia cua phat ngdn la cai nghia ma mét
ngudi ndi truyén dat nho viée sir dung mot phat
ngon nao d6 trong mot ngit canh tinh huéng nao
d6. Thi du:

Pong ho ciia t6i lai chét roi!

C6 thé truyén dat nhitng nghia sau day tuy
theo ngit canh tinh hudng:

a) Toi khong thé cho anh biét bay gio 1a
miy gio.

b) D6 14 li do t6i dén muon.

c¢) blng ra t6i phai dem n6 di sua.

d) Mua cho t6i mét cai khac chu?

Theo li thuyét hanh dong ngdn tir, hanh
dong ngon tir (speech act) 1a mot phat ngon voi
tu cach mot don vi chirc ning trong giao tiép.

> John Lyons, Ngit nghia hoc dén lugn (Nguyén Vian Hiép
dich), NXB Gi4o duc, 2006.

Trong li thuyét hanh dong ngén tir, cic phat
ngodn cé hai loai nghia:

(1) Nghia ménh @é (propositional meaning)
hay con dugc goi la nghia ngon tao
(locutionary meaning). Pay la nghia den, co
ban cia phat ngdn, né dugc truyén dat boi cac
tir va cac cAu tric trong phat ngdn nay.

(2) Nghia ngon trung (illocutionary
meaning) hay con dugc goi 1a luc ngén trung
(illocutionary force). Pay la hi¢u luc ma phat
ngon hodc van ban viét c6 duge ddi véi nguoi
doc va nguoi nghe. Thi du: Trong phat ngén
Con @éi! , nghia ménh dé 13 cai ma phat ngén
nay noi vé trang thai vat chat cia nguoi noi.
Nghia ngon trung la hi€u luc ma nguoi noéi
mudn phat ngoén c6 ddi véi ngudi nghe. PO ¢o
thé 1a y dinh yéu ciu an cai gi d6. Mot hanh
dong ngdn tir la mdt phat ngdén cod ca nghia
ménh dé 1an nghia ngon trung.

Khi nghién ctru nghia cia cau chung ta phai
n6i dén diéu kién chan tri (truth condition).
Diéu kién chan tri 1a gia dinh vé nhirng tinh
hudng ma céc ciu nhat dinh vé tinh hudng dy
c6 thé ap dung hoidc duoc coi 1a ding. Bét cir ai
biét nghia ctia mot cau thi ciing biét nhing diéu
kién khién cho ciu d6 1a ding - biét nhing diéu
kién chan tri cua no.

Nghién ctru nghia cua phat ngén chuing ta
cling phai thdy rang dé cho nhiing nghia ngén
trung dugc thyc hién, cac hanh dong ngon tu
phai thoa man cac diéu kién hitu hiéu (felicity
condition).

Diéu kién hiru hiéu la nhitng hoan canh
thich hop dé viéc thuc hién mot hanh dong
ngon tir dugce thira nhan 1a dang véi dung v. Vi
du cau: “Toa két an anh sdu thing ti giam” s&
khong hitu hiéu néu nguoi noi khong phai la
mot nguoi dac biét trong mét hoan canh dic
biét (trong trudong hop nay la 6ng chanh an cua
toa an). Trong bdi canh hang ngay véi nhiing
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ngudi binh thudng con c¢6 nhitng diéu kién khac
nita. J.Austin va J. Searle di n6i dén nhitng diéu
kién sau day:

(1) Diéu kién chung (general condition)

Nhimng nguoi tham gia giao tiép phai hiéu
ngoén ngir dang s dung, ho khong dong kich
hodc noi choi.

(2) Piéu kién néi dung (content condition)

D6 1a nhitng diéu kién can thiét, cu thé cho
vi€c thyc hién hanh dong ngon tur. Péi v6i hanh
dong htra va hanh dong canh bao thi ndi dung
ctia phat ngoén phai noéi vé mot su kién tuong
lai, hanh dong hira doi héi cai sy kién tuong lai
d6 s€ 1a hanh dong cua nguoi noi.

(3) Piéu kién ban ddau (preparatory
condition)

D6 1a nhiing gi lién quan dén sy can thiét dé
hanh dong ngoén tr dugc thyc hién. Hanh dong
ra 1énh thi nguoi néi phai ¢ vi thé cao hon, c6
du quyén dé bude nguoi nghe thyc hién viée
trong ménh 1énh. Khi hira cai gi do thi phai cé
hai diéu kién ban dau: (1) Viéc d6 s& khong tu
dién ra; (2) Viéc d6 phai dem lai két qua co loi.
Khi phat ra mét 10i canh bao, c¢6 nhitng diéu
kién ban déu nhu sau: 1) Chua rd ngudi nghe co
biét viéc d6 co xay ra hay khong; 2) Ngudi néi
nghi rang viéc d6 s& xdy ra va viéc d6 s& dem
lai két qua khong c6 loi. D6i voi hanh dong dat
tén, chéng han, dat tén cho con méi dé, dat tén
cho mot con duong hay mdt cong vién v.v. thi
ngudi ndi phai 12 nguoi duge chon dé dat tén
cho né. Néu khoéng hanh dong nay sé khong
thuc hién dugc ngay ca khi cau noi da duoc
phat ngon.

(4) Diéu kién chin thuc (sincerity
condition)

Do 1a diéu kién quy dinh ngudi nbi phai
chan thanh trong ndi dung phat ngoén: hira thi
phai thuc sy c6 y dinh thyc hién 101 hira, ra Iénh
thi thuc sy tin minh c6 quyén ra 1énh va nguoi

nghe s& chap hanh. D4i voi hanh dong canh bao
thi ngudi noéi phai thuc su tin réng cai su kién
tuong lai khong mang lai hi€u qua c6 loi.

(5) Diéu kién thiét yéu (essential condition)

Do 1a diéu kién quy dinh trach nhiém va sy
rang budc ciia ngudi néi. Khi hira hen bang 101,
nguoi ndi di gin cho minh trach nhiém thyc
hién 161 htra. Khi ra Iénh, trach nhiém va su
rang budc lai gin vao nguoi nghe, nghia 13
nguoi nghe phai thuc hién né hoac bi rang bude
phai thuc hién no.

D¢ hiru hiéu, mdi kiéu hanh dong ngodn tir
phai dwoc phat ngoén trong mot sd kiéu ngir
canh nhat dinh. Trong thyc té, d6i v6i mdi hanh
dong ngdn tir, c6 mot tap hop cac diéu kién phai
tuan thi & cho hanh dong ngdn tir nay c6 hiéu
luc.

bay 1a mot s6 thi du vé nhitng diéu kién
hiru hiéu cho hai hanh dong ngén tir rat phd
bién: dé nghi va hoi.

Dbi véi mot 101 dé nghi, dé hitu hiéu, phai
hudng thang vao mot ngudi co thé thuc hién
hanh dong duoc yéu cau.

Nguodi néi d& nghi ngudi nghe thuc hién
mot hanh dong nao do s€ hitu hiéu trong truong
hop ma:

a) Nguoi noi tin rang cho dén lac d6 hanh
dong nay chua duoc thuc hién.

b) Nguoi noi mudn hanh dong @6 duogc thuc
hién (hodc nghi rang hanh dong do s& dugc thuc
hién vi li do nao do6).

¢) Nguoi néi tin rang nguoi nghe c6 kha
nang thyc hi¢n hanh dong do.

d) Ngudi noi tin rang ngudi nghe c6 thé s&
lam viéc d6 cho nguoi ndi Di voi hanh dong
héi thi nhitng diéu kién hiru hiéu 1a gi?

Ngudi noi héi ngudi nghe vé sy tinh nao do
s€ hitu hi¢u trong truong hop :
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a) Nguoi noi chua biét thong tin nao vé sy
tinh do.

b) Ngudi ndi mudn biét thong tin d6 vé su
tinh nay.

¢) Nguoi noi tin rang ngudi nghe c6 thé co
kha ning b sung thong tin vé sy tinh ma ngudi
n6i mudn.

Muc dich cua dé nghi 1a di dén mot cong
viéc duge thuc hién. Néu muc tiéu nay duogc
thuc hién thi cac diéu kién hitu hiéu di tao nén
¥ nghia. Néu khong diéu kién nao duoc gip thi
muc tiéu nay khong dat duoc.

Dé hiéu khi nao 1a thich hop dé dua ra
mot dé nghi hodc néu madt cau hoi thi chung ta
can suy nghi vé nhitng diéu kién hiru hiéu lién
quan dén mdi mot hanh dong ngoén tir d6. RS
rang, d6i voi cac hanh dong ngdn tir khac ciling
vay. Pé hanh dong cdam on dugc hiru hiéu,
nguoi cam on phai danh gid dwoc cai nguoi
duoc cam on d3 lam. Dé 101 xin 16i duge hiru
hiéu, nguoi xin 16i phai mubn ngudi duoc xin
16i tin rang né da hoi han... ..

Mot s6 diéu kién hiru hi¢u cho mot hanh
dong ngdn tir c6 thé bi hity bo trong nhitng ngit
canh nhét dinh. Chéng han, trong héi thoai binh
thudng, chung ta khong dit cau hoi khi di biét
cau tra 101, nhung c¢6 nhiing ngoai 1¢€: cac luat su
khi hoi nhan chimg, cac thiy gido cho kiém tra
bai. Chung ta thira nhan nhiing tinh huéng do 1a
nhitng ngoai 1¢ xa hodi theo cach nao do. Chét
van nhan chimg vi pham diéu kién (a) vi mot
luat su tbt cd géng tranh ngac nhién; dat cau hoi
kiém tra vi pham diéu kién (a) va (b) vi thay
gido biét cau tra 10i. Cau hoi kiém tra ciing co
thé vi pham diéu kién (c) vi trong tdm cua cau
hoi kiém tra 1a x4ac dinh sinh vién c6 thé cung
cip cau tra 16i hay khong. Thuc té 1a ching ta
dat cau hdi voi nhitng muc dich khac nhau

trong nhitng ngit canh xi hoi khac nhau va dé
phan anh nhiing sy khac nhau dé chung ta co
thé thay d6i cac diéu kién hiru hiéu nao do. Pbi
v6i luat su ching ta co thé loai bo diéu kién (a);
dbi v4i giao vién chiing ta cé thé loai bo tat ca
ba diéu kién. Tuy nhién, can luu ¥ ring trong
truong hop giao vién néu cau hoi thi khong phai
khong c6 diéu kién hitu hiéu nao. Pung hon, s&
c6 mot tap hop cac diéu kién hitu hiéu bj thay
d6i bao gdm cac didu nhu “thay gido mudn biét
nguoi nghe c6 kha niang cung cp cdu tra 1o
khong”.

Tém lai, can phén biét cau voi phat ngon,
cling nhu nghia cua cau vdi nghia cua phat
ngdn. Nghién ciru ngdn ngit trong st dung, can
dac biét quan tam toi nghia cua phat ngdn. Khi
nghién ctru nghia cta cdu, chung ta phai néi dén
diéu kién chan trj (truth condition). Nghién ciru
nghia cua phat ngon, ching ta ciing phai thdy
rang dé cho nhitng nghia ngon trung duoc thuc
hién, cac hanh dong ngdn tir phai théa man cac
diéu kién hitu hiéu (felicity condition).
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Sentence Meaning vs. Utterance Meaning

Nguyén Thién Giap

VNU University of Social Sciences and Humanities, 336 Nguyé~n Trai, Thanh Xuadn, Hanoi, Vietnam

Abstract: In this article, the author, drawing on the distinction between the sentence, which
belongs to langue and utterance, which belongs to parole, distinguishes the sentence meaning from the
utterance. Sentence meaning refers to what the whole sentence means in opposition to what every
single word means. From the philosophical and logical perspectives, the sentence meaning tends to be
equated with propositions or truth values. This is opposed to the linguistic perspective which views the
sentence meaning as structurally being derived from the principle of compositionality. Unlike the
sentence meaning, the utterance meaning refers to what the speaker means in a particular context of
situation. According to speech act theories, every utterance has two types of meaning: (i) propositional
meaning and (ii) illocutionary meaning. Thus, the sentence meaning should be studied with reference
to truth condition. By contrast, in studying the utterance meaning it is necessary to satisfy felicity
conditions for the operation of the illocutionary meaning.

Keywords: Truth values, truth condition, effective condition, sentence meaning, utterance
meaning, principle of compositionality, proposition.



