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Tém tit: Tiéng Nhat 1a mot ngdn ngir c6 sd lugng céc loai 4m & va am tiét it hon so voi nhidu
ngdn ngir khac trén thé gidi. Am tiét tiéng Nhat 1a 4m tiét 4m vi hoc, mang nhiing dic trung va cé
nhiéu diém khac biét so v6i am tiét tiéng Viét. Bai bdo nay gidi thidu va phan biét khdi niém am
tiét va nhitng don vi tuong duong trong tiéng Nhat, khai quat nhitng dic diém va ciu tric cia 4m
tiét tiéng Nhat, dong thoi dbi chiéu va chi ra nhitng diém khdc biét gitra 4m tiét tiéng Nhat va tiéng
Viét. Cudi ciing, bai bdo phan tich mot sé van dé can luu y lién quan dén van dé xdc dinh am tiét

trong tiéng Nhit.

Tir khéa: am tiét, am vi hoc, am td, ngit 4m tiéng Nhat, phat am.

1. Dit véan dé

Cho dén nay da c6 rat nhiéu nha ngon ngit
hoc nghién ctru va dua ra cic quan diém vé dic
diém céu tric va cdc don vi thanh td trong hé
thong 4m thanh ciia cdc ngdn ngit néi chung.
Phan 16n cdc nha ngo6n ngir hoc (Kindaichi [1],
Matsuzaki va Kawano [2], Kashima [3],
Nguyén Thién Gidp [4], Poan Thién Thuat [5],
Nguyén Quang Hong [6], Cao Xuan Hao [7],
(8],...) déu théng nhét cho réng am tiét 1a don
vi phat am ty nhién nho nhat cia 10i néi. Vé
mit 4m vi hoc, hau hét cdc ngon ngit cé cac don
vi nhu 4m t6, Am vi, m tiét. Mac du con ton tai
mdt s6 quan diém khac nhau vé cdc van dé lién
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quan dén 4m tiét nhu viéc phan chiét m tiét, s6
loai am tiét, song mot diéu ro rang 1a trong
tiéng Nhat, am tiét dugc coi 12 mot don vi co
ban.

Tiéng Nhat va tiéng Viét thudc hai loai hinh
ngon ngit khac nhau, vi vdy, am tiét trong hai
ngdn ngit nay ciing c6 nhiéu dic trung khic
nhau. Cho dén nay, dd c6 nhiéu céng trinh
nghién ctru su vé am tiét tiéng Nhat hay 4m
tiét tiéng Viét. Mot s6 nha nghién ctru ngdn ngi
hoc ¢6 so sanh khi d& cap dén mot sb dic diém
clia Am tiét tiéng Nhat va tiéng Viét, song chua
c6 modt cong trinh nao so sdnh mot cich toan
dién dé 1am r6 nhitng diém khdc biét ctia Am tiét
trong tiéng Nhat va tiéng Viét. Trong bai viét
nay, trude hét, ching tbi s& phan biét khai niém
am tiét trong tiéng Nhat va cdc don vi tuong
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duong, sau d6, chiing t6i s& phan tich, dbi chiéu
céc dic diém cua am tiét trong tiéng Nhat va
tiéng Viét dé chi ra nhitng dic diém khac biét
gitra ching.

2. Khai niém am tiét va cac don vi twong
dwong trong tiéng Nhit

Trong céc ngdn ngit néi chung, am tiét “Ia
don vi phat am ty nhi€n nho nhat cta 101 n6i.
N6 tuong tng véi sy ludn phién cing 1én rdi
chiing xudng ctia co thit ciia b mdy phat am.
M&i am tiét gdm ba phan: khéi 4m (onset), dinh
(peak) va két Am (coda)” (Nguyén Thién Gidp
[4]: 72). Am tiét tiéng Nhat, vé mat ngir 4m
hoc, ciing gidng nhu am tiét trong céc ngdn ngit
khic, 1a don vi phdt 4m nhé nhét, khong thé
phan tich thém duoc nita. Trong tiéng Nhat,
ngoai nhimg 4m tiét c6 ghép v, . 3 (chir
nho) duoc ki hi¢u bang 2 chir kana, mdi 4m tiét
duoc ghi bé‘ing mot chir kana, chéng han &[sa],
< [ku], 5[ra]. Khi viét bang chit romaji chiing
c6 thé phén tach ra duoc, [sa] g6m /s/ va /al,
[ku] gém /k/ va /u/, [ra] gdm /r/ va /a/, nhung
&, <, 5 thi khong thé chia nho hon duoc.

Am tiét trong tiéng Nhat, khi c6 cic diéu
kién khac twong duong nhau, thi dwgc phat dm
v6i d6 dai thoi gian bang nhau. Thong thuong,
ngudi Nhat ban ngit ddu y thuc ring #l[al,
Ulri], »[gal, &[to] va  S[u] trong
& Y HY & S [arigatou] dugce phat am véi d dai
bang nhau. Diéu nay khic véi tiéng Viét, tiéng
Anh va mot sb ngdn ngir khic. Chang han,
trong tiéng Anh, mot ngdn ngir ¢6 trong am la
d0 manh nhe cua am tiét mang tinh chit khu
biét nghia ciia tir, thi 4m tiét manh c6 khuynh
huéng phat 4m dai hon am tiét nhe. Vi du,
chiing ta c¢6 thé thiy ro khi so sdnh am tiét /ja/
trong tir Japan va tut Japanese.

Trong tiéng Nhat, ngoai thuat ngit onsetsu
(FHi) tuong g v6i dm tiét trong tiéng Viét

hay syllable trong tiéng Anh, con c6 thuat ngir
chi don vi twong duwong la mora (E—7) va
haku (38). Mora trong tiéng Nhat con dugc goi
12 Am tiét moral, 12 Am tiét Am vi hocz, duoc coi
nhu 12 mot 4m vi. Mdi mdt mora cé do dai thoi
gian phat d&m tuong duong nhau. Mora con
duogc goi 1a haku trong tiéng Nhat, hay phach.
Néu ldy mora 1am don vi cin ctr thi truong 4m
trong tiéng Nhat bao gdm 2 mora 12 phan am
ngén va phan kéo dai, 4m miii /N/ hay 4m ngat
/Q/ dugc tinh 1a mot mora voi do dai tuong
duong nhu cic a4m tiét khic. Nhu vay,
BAZE (IZIFAD) gdm  c6 4 mora,
A4 2B —%v bk gdmcé 7 mora.

Theo nhiéu nha ngdn ngit hoc, thuat ngit dm
tiét tuong duong vé6i thudt ngit onsetsu trong
tiéng Nhat duoc hiéu véi y nghia 1a 4m tiét ngir
am hoc3, khong phai &m tiét am vi hoc. Theo
dinh nghia ctia khai ni€m nay, /N/ (>), /Q/ (*V)
va /R/ (—) khong phéi 1a mot onsetsu thong
thuong. Nhu vay, BAREE (IZIFA D) duogc
tinh 12 ¢6 3 onsetsu (/IZ/, I1FAI va IC)) ,
AR =2y bgdm c6 4 onsetsu (/14 >,
13—/, 1%y val k).

Khdi niém am tiét dugc nhidu nha ngdn ngir
hoc théng nhét ciing quan diém cho rang am tiét
1a mét don vi ngdbn ngit mang tinh khach quan,
khd o rang, tuy vy, van con c6 mot sd diém
can phai luu y. Trude hét, mot phat 4m, trong
ngdn ngit nay dugc coi 1a 1 am tiét nhung trong
ngdn ngir khéc lai ¢6 thé duoc tinh 1a 2 4m tiét.
Chang han nhu, 3 Y Ea1—4 —trong tiéng
Nhat c¢6 nghia va duoc phdt am giéng nhu tir

! “Mora 1a don vi do d6 dai cia am td, 1'2iy d0 dai cua mot
nguyén am ngin lam chuin”; cf. Trubetzkoy 1931, din
theo [7]: 21.

23 “Trgn quan diém ngdn ngit, c6 18 ching ta phai ding
dén thuat ngit dm tiét am vi hoc (phonological syllable) dé
phan biét d6 1a don vi dugc phan xut ra trong quan hé
chuirc nang (va cAu tric - hé théng) véi am tiét ngtt 4m hoc
(phan xudt theo cdc tiéu chi cdu 4m — am hoc)” (Nguyén
Quang Hong [6]: 48).
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computer trong tiéng Anh. Trong tiéng Anh, tir
computer gém c6 3 am tiét /com/, /pu/, /ter/,
nhung trong tiéng Nhat, tr IV E1—4%—
duogc tinh 1a ¢6 6 am tiét, bao gdm ca am tiét
dac biét. Nhu vay, phf?m [com] trong tiéng Anh
chi 1a 1 am tiét, song trong tiéng Nhat 12 2 4m
tiét. Trong tiéng Nhat, /k/ va /o/ dugc coi 1a gin
lién, song /ko/ va /m/ duoc tich riéng. Tuong tu
nhu vay, phan [pu] va [ta] trong tiéng Anh, di
duogc kéo dai hon cdc 4m tiét khic ciing van chi
la 1 am tiét, song chuyén sang tiéng Nhat
[Ea—] va[2—] déula2 am tiét D6 la
céc truong 4m, bao gdbm am ngan /E 2/, /% /
va phan kéo dai /—/, mdi phan duoc phéat 4m
v6i d dai thoi gian twong dwong 1 4m tiét binh
thuong. Trong gidi ngdn ngit hoc cling c6 quan
diém cho rang cdc am tiét didc biét /N/, /Q/, /R/
khong tinh 1a 1 4m tiét, nghia 13, trong céc vi du
trén day thi /4 >/, /13—, I/, /A2,
/E 21—/, /% —/ déula 1 am tiét. DAi véi tiéng
Nhat, do ddc diém cdc am tiét ddc bict /N/ (),
1Q/ () va /R/ (—) duoc phat am voi d6 dai
bang mot am tiét thong thuong nén y thirc vé
am tiét 4m vi hoc 1a ¥ thirc chu dao.

Trong bai viét nay, dé dé so sanh voi tiéng
Viét, hay tiéng Anh, ching toi ding thuat ngit
am tiét v6i ¥ nghia bao gdm ca 4m tiét binh
thuong, twong dwong véi onsetsu, va am tiét
dac biétla /N/ (2), /Q/ (w) va/R/ (—).

3. Am tiét va cac don vi khac ciia Am vi hoc
tieng Nhat

Nhu ching t6i da trinh bay & trén, Am vi
hoc tiéng Nhat coi 4m tiét 1a don vi ngon ngir
co ban. Tuy nhién, nhu vay khong c6 nghia la
khong can phai dé cap dén mot don vi ma né c6
thé phén tich nho ra nita. Didu nay thyuc sy c6 ¥
nghia trong viéc giang day tiéng Nhat nhu mot
ngoai ngir, hay trong viéc phan tich tim hiéu
timg 4m va dic tinh ctia né trong am tiét. Mt

khic, dé phan tich dic diém ciu tric ciia 4m
tiét, hay 1am rd nguyén nhén cia cic hién tuong
bién am, viéc phan tich va xem xét dén don vi
am  td thuc su can  thiét. Vi du:
2 (kuro)+ £ (hosi)—kurobosi
1€ R (hanami)+F¥(toki)— (hanamidoki).

Ngoai ra, viéc cin ¢t vao don vi am td ciing
12 mot cach hiéu qua trong viéc gidi thich cic
bién hinh cua dong tir khi thay dbi thoi, thé,
thuc, .... Vi du: & < /kak+u/, & [F/kak+e/(D),
& & /kak+i/ (F9).

Vi tri quan trong cta am tiét ciing nhu y
thirc md nhat vé vi tri cia am td trong tiéng
Nhat dugc phan anh qua mot s6 dic diém sau
day. Trudc hét, d6 1a viéc phat sinh ra céc chit
kana méi véi tu cich la “onsetsu moji” (chtr
viét am tiét) . Vi du: nhitng chit nhu < 7, ¥ 7
Xuét hién sau khi d3 hinh thanh b chir kana.
Mat khéc, trong tiéng Nhat, so v6i chir kana,
chit romaji thuan tién hon trong viéc thé hién
am té, tuy nhién, qua cd qud trinh lau dai, chix
romaji khong phat trién nhiéu so véi chir kana.
Thém nita, bai hat Nhit hay tho haiku, loai tho
dua vao céu tric 5 am tiét - 7 am tiét da xuét
hién tir rt som ciing 1a mot minh chimg ring
am tiét duoc coi 1a moét don vi co ban trong
tiéng Nhat.

4. S6 loai am tiét trong tiéng Nhat

Tiéng Nhat 12 mot ngdn ngit ¢6 sd loai 4m
td cling nhu s6 loai am tiét thuc té sur dung kha
it so voi nhidu ngdn ngir khic trén thé gidi.
Chang han nhu: trong tiéng Anh, s am tiét
nhiéu dén mic khé c6 thé dém ndi, trong tiéng
Han c6 khoang 2500 loai am tiét [1: 253]. )
loai 4m tiét & day khong phai 1a s loai m tiét
6 thé c6 duogc trén 1y thuyét, ma 1a s am tiét
dugc sir dung twong ddi phd bién trong von tir
vung tiéng Nhat. Vé s6 loai Am tiét duoc su
dung trén thyc té trong tiéng Nhat, ching toi
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can cuir vao théng ké cta Kindaichi [1 : 252] la
111 am tiét. Lién quan dén viéc thong ké s6 loai
am tiét cling con mot s6 van dé ma giira cdc nha
ngdn ngir hoc ¢6 nhitng quan diém khéc nhau.
Chang han tinh gop hay tinh riéng sé loai 4m
tiét ban ngit va am tiét ngoai lai, mot s6 am tiét
chi xuat hién trong tir dia phuong hay mot sd tir
ngit ¢ it diing. Theo Matsuzaki va Kawano [2],
néu tinh ca s6 4m dé ghi 4m ngoai lai, trong
tiéng Nhat c6 tat ca khoang tir 120 dén 140 4m
[2:20]. Du con mot $6 quan diém khéc nhau vé
céch tinh, s6 loai 4m tiét trong tiéng Nhat van
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duoc cho la it so vaoi cac ngdn ngir khac trén thé
gidi.

Vé s6 loai 4m tiét trong tiéng Viét, chiing
t6i can cr vao thong ké ctiia Nguyén Quang
Héng [6], $6 loai “tAt ca cdc am tiét duoc st
dung tuong d6i phd bién trong thanh phan tir
nglt tiéng Viét van hoéa hién dai” 1a 5890 am
tiét. Trong d6 khong tinh dén nhitng “4m tiét
thadng c¢6 hoac c6 mdt trong mot vai van ban nao
va khong di vao vén tir ngit chung cia toan
dan” ([6]: 214), hay “nhiing 4am tiét chi c6 mat
trong tir dia phuong, tir ngit ¢d it dung va ca
trong mot s6 tén riéng” ([6]: 215).

Bang 1. Bang am tiét trong tiéng Nhat

B%E

b
=
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4. Pic diém va clu tric cia Am tiét tiéng Nhat
4.1. Pdc diém ciia Gm tiét tiéng Nhat

Tiéng Nhat 1a ngdén ngit am tiét tinh, trong
d6 am tiét 1a don vi &m vi hoc co ban, ¢6 ciu
tric va do dai thoi gian ¢ dinh. Am tiét 1a kich
thuéc nhd nhat ciia moét hinh vi trong tiéng
Nhat. Pac diém cua am tiét tiéng Nhat 1a 4m
tiét phach nhip, 12 am tiét am vi hoc, twong ting
voi khai niém mora. Theo d6, am mui /N/, Am

(Theo [1]: 252)

ngit /Q/ va trudng am /R/ c6 d6 dai twong
duong v6i mot Am tiét ngan, ciing dugc coi 1a
nhitng am tiét, va duoc goi 12 am tiét dic biét.
Pay 1a mot trong nhitng dic diém cua tiéng
Nhat ma khé c6 thé tim thdy trong céc ngdn
ngit khac. Mot s6 nha ngdn ngit hoc ¢6 quan
diém khdc, giai thich rang cdc am tiét dic biét
nay khong cé tinh doc lap, nén /3 2/, / 3 Y/,
/3 —/ chi duoc tinh la mot 4m tiét, tuy nhién,
v6i didc diém am tiét Am vi hoc cua tiéng Nhat,
quan diém nay dugc coi la khong phit hop. Mt
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khéc, viéc khong coi cdc dm tiét dac biét 1a am
tiét doc 1ap con dit ra mot van @ 13, néu nhu
vay, s loai m tiét s& tang 1én rat nhidu, chi
tinh riéng s loai truong am da 1a hon 300.
Theo Kindaichi [1], didu nay s& tao nén nhiéu
van dé phirc tap trong viéc xtr 1y hé thong ngir
am tiéng Nhat, mau thudn v&i phuong chim
hoc thuat 1a gidm s6 loai céc don vi dén mirc c6
thé dé don gian héa viéc xur 1y hé thong.

Xét vé giong hay trong am (accent), trong
tiéng Nhat ph6 thong, trong mot am tiét khong
c6 su thay ddi cao do [9:58]. bay 1a mét trong
nhitng co s& dé cdc nha ngdn ngit hoc cho ring
viéc xdc dinh N, Q, R 1a nhitng am tiét 1a tu
nhién d6i voi tiéng Nhat. O nhiéu truong hop,
gilta 4m tiét dic biét N, Q, R véi 4m tiét phia
truée hay sau né c6 su phan chia, bién ddi cao
do. Vi du ZF (=< V) (LHL), v 44—
(setter) (HLLL), B—AhJL=a1—X (local
news) (LHHHHLL). Trong c4c vi du trén, cic
phan  T<>l, TEwl, TO—] wva

= a1—] (chtaam tiét dic biét) déu gom c6
2 Am tiét c6 cao do khéc nhau.

4.2. Cdu triic cuia Gm tiét tiéng Nhdt

Khic v6i nhidu ngdn ngit khéc, trong tiéng
Nhat, mdi nguyén 4m ludn lam thanh mot m
tiét, khéng c6 nhitng nguyén am ma chi déng
vai trd don thuan 1a mét am t6. Trong 4m tiét
tiéng Nhat, khong c6 cau tric gdm phu 4m kép
va ciing khong c¢6 ciu tric gdm nguyén 4m kép.

Am tiét ngir 4m trong tiéng Nhat c6 nhiing
loai cAu trdc nhu sau [3: 86]:

(1) OV

(2) CyV

(3) (OVM

Theo d6, am tiét 4m vi hoc, hay mora (dm
tiét mora), haku (phach) cé nhiing loai cAu tric
nhu sau:

(HVv

(2)CV

(3) CyV

“HM

Trong d6, C 1a phu am, V 1a nguyén am, y
1a ban nguyén 4m va M 1a cic am t6 dic biét
nhu truong Am /R/, Am ngat /Q/, Am miii /N/.
Céc am dic biét /R/, /Q/, /N/ 1a nhiing am tiét
dic biét, khong duoc tinh 12 am tiét ngit 4m
hoc, khong dung doc 1dp. Nhu vay, khong tinh
dén cdc am tiét ddc biét /N/, /R/ va /Q/, thi am
tiét trong tiéng Nhat 12 4m tiét mo, khong c6 4m
tiét két thic bang phu 4m, vi vay khong c6 cic
am tiét kiéu VC hay CVC nhu trong tiéng Anh,
tiéng Viét hay nhiéu ngon ngir khéc.

Am tiét trong tiéng Viét c6 kha nang phan
xudt thanh 5 yéu t6 nho hon 12 4m dau, 4m dém,
am chinh, am cudi va thanh diéu, trong d6 mdi
thanh t6 ¢6 chirc ning riéng. Am tiét tiéng Viét
¢6 céc chu tric V, CV, VC, CVC. Néu so sdnh
voi am tiét tiéng Viét, am tiét tiéng Nhat c6
nhiéu dic diém khéc biét. Chiing t6i mé ta tong
hop nhirng ddc diém chinh ciia am tiét trong hai
ngdn ngtr trong bang dudi day.

STT  Am tiét tiéng Nhat

Am tiét tiéng Viét

1 So loai am tict it: 111 ([1]: 252)
Phan 16n cdc 4m tiét 1a 4m tiét mo, hay 4m
tiét két thiic bang nguyén 4m

3 Khong c¢6 tinh ddc 1ap cao

4 D6 dai thoi gian phat am cdc m tiét tuong
duong nhau

S0 loai am tiet kha nhiéu: 5890 ([6]: 215)

C6 s6 luong khong nho am tiét khép, hay am tiét két
thiic bang phy 4m

C6 tinh doc 1ap cao

Khoéng qui dinh béi thoi gian phat 4m cdc am tiét
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5 Khong c6 su thay d6i cao dd trong mdt am
tiét

6 Phan 16n khong c6 kha ning biéu hién y
nghia

7 Am tiét Am vi hoc ¢6 cac loai cAu tric: V,
CV, CyV, M.

Céu triic gdm it thanh t.

C6 su thay doi cao d6 trong mot am tiét
Phan 16n c6 kha ning biéu hién y nghia

C6 cdc loai cu tric: V, CV, VC, CVC.

Chu triic ¢ dang day di nhit gdm 5 thanh t6, mdi
thanh t6 c6 mot chirc ning riéng. DG 1a thanh diéu, 4m
dau, Am dém, 4m chinh va 4m cudi.

5. Van dé xac dinh am tiét trong tiéng Nhat

Nhu ching t6i da trinh bay ¢ phan trén,
trong von tir ngit chung tiéng Nhat hién dai c6
111 loai am tiét ban ngit. Tuy nhién, ngoai
nhitng 4m tiét néu trén, trong tiéng Nhat con c6
cic am Y7, VA, TA. nhu trong

Fhyor7ol (BREA) , TTuis
—1 (fHBhFE) hay trong céc tir ngoai lai nhu
J+—%Y, 9T T4 >%, ... Phan 16n cic
am tiét tiéng Nhat duoc ki hiéu bang 1 chit
kana, song nhitng 4m tiét c6 ghép ¥, 2. 3
(chir nhd) duoc ki hiéu b?ing 2 chit kana. Tuong
ty nhu vdy voi cdc 4m tiét phat sinh do mo
phong tir tiéng nudc ngoai, c6 ghép
7. ™. 7 (chit nho). Diéu nay giy khé khin
cho nguoi hoc, dac biét 1a giai doan dau trong
viéc phan biét ranh gidi ciia 4m tiét.

Nhu di trinh bay & phin 3.1, mot phéat 4m
trong tiéng Anh dugc coi la 1 4m tiét lai c6 thé
dugc tinh 12 2 4m tiét trong tiéng Nhat. Diéu
nay cling gy ra nhiing khé khan cho ngudi hoc
tiéng Nhat ma tiéng me dé 12 ngon ngir khong
c6 Am tiét Am vi hoc. Mat khéc, trong tiéng
Nhat, viéc phét am thuc t& & mot s6 trudng hop
khong 6n dinh, c6 khi theo céch phan chiét 4m
tiét ngir am hoc, c6 khi lai theo cach phén chiét
am tiét Am vi hoc. Vi du nhu ZA/IZB (L, khi
phit am mot cach lich su thi phat am rd rang
tach riéng /C/, 1A, 112/, 161, /IE/. Nhung
trong nhiéu cudc hdi thoai hang ngay, cich phat
am thuong gip 1a /Z A/, 1121, 161, /1E/, trong
d6 /N/ dugc phat 4m lién voi Z tao thanh phét
am gan gidng nhu 1 am tiét. Mot trudong hop

khic 12 £9 vaTF, vé miat ngit 4m hoc ciing
nhu 4m vi hoc, ching déu dugc phéan chiét
thanh 2 am tiét. Khi phat 4m lich sy thi phan
chiét nhw 2 am tiét /&E/, /$/ va IT/, 1T,
nhung céch phat 4m phd bién thong thuong 1a
lugc bo phan nguyén 4m & am tiét cudi, trd
thanh /des/, /mas/, khi @6 &9 va T duoc
phat Am nhu mot 4m tiét.

Tém lai, nhu ching t6i da néu trén day, am
tiét tiéng Nhat 12 mot don vi ngit 4m co ban
trong tiéng Nhat, 12 4m tiét 4m vi hoc. Am tiét
tiéng Nhat, néu tinh ca cdc am tiét dic biét 1a
am mui /N/, am ngét /Q/ va truong am /R/, thi
twong duong voi mora, hay haku, c6 do dai thoi
gian phit 4m nhu nhau va bang mot am tiét
ngén. S6 loai 4m tiét thuc té sir dung trong tiéng
Nhat khong nhiéu so véi cdc ngdn ngir khic
trén thé giéi va phan 16n 1a 4m tiét mo. Day
ciing 1a nhitng déc trung ctia m tiét tiéng Nhat,
khic voi Am tiét trong tiéng Viét. Nhiing su
khéc biét nay 1a mdt trong nhitng nguyén nhan
gy khé khian cho cédc hoc vién tiéng Nhat 1a
nguoi Viét Nam trong viéc xdc dinh 4m tiét
cling nhu trong phat 4m tiéng Nhat, nhat Ia
nhitng 4m tiét dac biét [10]. Trong qué trinh hoc
tap va giang day tiéng Nhat cho nguoi Vi,
nhiing déc trung nay la nhitng can ctt hitu ich
cho nguoi day va ngudi hoc nham khic phuc
nhitng kh6 khan néu trén.
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The Characteristics of Japanese Syllables and Problems of
Specifying Syllables in Japanese
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Abstract: Japanese is a language that has less number of phonemes and syllables than other

languages in the world. Japanese syllables are phonological ones, which are much different from those

in Vietnamese. This paper introduces and defines syllables and other equivalent units in Japanese, the

characteristics and structure of Japanese syllables. We also compare and show the differences between

Japanese and Vietnamese syllables. At last, the paper analyzes some problems of specifying syllables
in Japanese.
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