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I t  is a great honor fo r me to he herc and give th is  lec tu re  on a verv memorable 
(XTasion o f h a v iii i ' rece iv rđ  tho H lue P lanet F rize o f 2003. I w ou ld  lik e  to express 
my sincore th a n ks  to a ll ol’ you aga in  tor th is  honor and th is  g rea t o p p o rtu n itv  also 
to meet so m any d is tin g u ish e d  sc ien tis ts  and experts here th is  a íte rnoon.

The top ic on w h ich  I w ou ld  lik e  to speak is not an e laborate w o rk  o f research, 
sueh as those w h ich  have been done hy many rec ip ien ts  o f The B lue  P lanet Prize. 
N e ith e r do I have the  honor o f ndd ing  to the sc ien tiíĩc  u n de rs ta n d in g  o f the world. 
The top ic  I woulcỉ lik e  to speak about today is ce rta in  a c tiv itie s  th a t the V ietnam ese 
people have done and are do in tĩ in  o rde r to recover from  the scars o f a devasta ting  
war. to  rn ise thu liv in g  s tanda rds  o f puople, to develop the economy vvhile a t the 
sam í' t i  me conserv ing resources and pro tecting  the env ironm en t. T h is  e n ta ils  the 
ra tio n a l ust* o f n a tu ra l resources and the invo lvem ent o f the m a jo r ity  o f the 
C()iintry*s in h a b ita n ts  in the process w ith  a nevv approach d irected a t how to sa tis íy  
p rop les ’ needs vv ithout dam ag ing  the  ecological balance. I am plcased to be ablc to 
say th a t ! ha ve (levoted more tha n  th ir t y  years o f my life  to th is  g rea t m ovem ent in 
my coun try .

A  h e a lth y  en v iro n m e n t and ecosystem is a íundam en ta l re q u ire m e n t for life  
and sus ta inab le  developm ent. B io log ica l resources, forests, w e tlands and o ther 
lands support hum an livc liho o ds , and make i t  possible to adap t to  chang ing needs 
and en v iro n m en ta l cond itions. However, present trends o f econom ic developm ent, 
ty p ic a llv  o ve rexp lo ita tio n  o f va lu ab le  n a tu ra l resources, fo rest and land , are lead ing 
to the reduction  o f ecosystem processes and services w orldw ide . As a re su lt, the 
clegradation o f m any ecosystems. h iom s and h a b ita ts  are lead ing  to  unprecedented 
social strifí», and the poorest people and com m unities, who are d ire c tly  dependent 
on n a tu ra l resources, w ill su ffe r thê  most. M ost o f th is  has taken  place in  the 
đoveloping w orl(l and in  cou n trie s  in  tra n s itio n .

We unders tand th a t. the degradation  o f en v iron m en t and ha h ita t, the 
irrevers ib lc4 naturt* o f species c x tin c tio n , the loss o f genes and tra n s fo rm a tio n  of 
ecosystems th roug h  o ve re xp lo ita tio n , and the devasta tion  o f w a r, a ll compromise 
options fo r present and fu tu re  generations. E nv iro n m e n ta l p ro tection  and 
res to ra tion  are a p re re qu is ite  fo r sus ta inab le  developm ent, and fo r the reduction  of 
hum an suiTering. W ithou t e n v iro n m e n ta l protection, we cannot address the problem 
of’ poverty a lle v ia tio n  and im provem en t o f live lihoods. In  recogn ition  o f th is .
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developm ent agencies, po licy m akers and leaders need to  in te g ra te  the  conservation 
en v iro n m e n t and the p reservation  o f h iod ive rs itv  and ecosystems in  developm ent 
a c tiv itie s , and to im p lem en t ecologically effective, soc ia lly  benefíc ia l and 
econơm icallv v iab le  ecosystem m anagem ent practices in  ío rests, vvetlands, C oas ta l  
and m a rin e  areas, m oun ta ins  and agro-ecosystems etc.

Thus, i t  has been recognized th a t the fu tu re  o f our l iv in g  e n v iro n m e n t and ou r 
n a tu ra l resources vvill depend on m anaging large areas us ing  an in teg ra ted  
approach th a t  recognizes hum an popu la tions as hav ing  a keen in te re s t in  ensu ring  
the c o n tin u in g  p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the ecosystems vvith in  w h ich  they live . Such an 
approach vvill have to meet local needs, especially o f the poor, m a in ta in  or restore 
ecosystem in te g r ity ,  and conserve b io d ive rs ity , s im u ltaneous ly .

A fte r 30 years o f de vas ta ting  w ar, the V ietnam ese people and the G overnm ent 
have made e ffo rts  to develop the economy w h ile  a t the same tim e  conserving 
resources and p ro tec tin g  the env ironm en t. A N a tiona l C onserva tion  S tra tegy vvas 
prepared in  1985 and since then a N a tio na l Action P lan fo r the  E n v iro n m e n t and 
S usta inab le  D eve lopm ent has been developed and p a rtly  im p lem en ted . On the basis 
o f th is  n a tio n a l p lan , various a c tiv itie s  are being ca rried  out in  the co u n trv  re la tin g  
to e n v iro n m e n ta l leg is la tion , managem ent, education , research and 
e xp e rim e n ta tio n . We have estab lished a M in is try  o f Resources and the 
E nv iro n m e n t, enacted lavvs, ra t if ie d  m ajor in te rn a tio n a l conventions and 
cooperated w ith  in te rn a tio n a l agencies to im p lem en t va rio us  e n v iron m en ta l 
projects. The G overnm ent has em barked on a nation-vvicle re íb re s ta tio n  scheme, and 
inc luđed in te g ra te d  e n v iron m e n ta l m anagem ent in  its  po licỵ  s ta tem en t. O ur c iv il 
society has become increas ing ly  active  on env ironm en ta l m a tte rs .

The ongo ing tra n s it io n  from  a cen tra lized  p lanned economy to  a m arke t- 
o rien ted  one, accelerated economic grovvth, the lib e ra tio n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l and 
in d u s tr ia l p roduc tion , as w e ll as the developm ent o f the S e rv ic e  sector, the opening 
o f the co u n trv  to  ío re ign investm en t, and the prom otion o f exports  and p a rtic ip a tio n  
in  reg iona l and in te rn a tio n a l trade  are a ll o f g reat bene íit to th e  people o f V ie tnam . 
as they  mean re la tiv e ly  ra p id  economic grow th. V ie t Nam , th a n k s  to  key re fo rm sv 
has made re m a rka b le  progress across a broad range ơf socio-economic developm ent 
measures. The most im pressive is the  fa ll in  the poverty  ra te  from  w e ll over 70% in 
the m id-1980s to around 29% o f the  popu la tion  in 2002 - one o f the sharpest 
declines o f any  develop ing cou n try  on record (U N D P, 2003). A t the same tim e, 
V ie tnam  is be ing  con íron ted w ith  a num ber o f very real cha llenges re ga rd ing  trade- 
offs in  its  developm ent objectives, p a rtic u la r ly  between g ro w th  and the 
en v iron m e n t. T rade-o ffs  in vo lv in g  the  env ironm en t are p a r t ic u la r ly  prob lem atic  
because econom ic g row th  and p rese rv ing  the in te g r ity  o f the  en v iro n m e n t fo r fu tu re  
generations are o ften  in  d ire c t co n flic t w ith  onc another.

As we know , poverty, ignorance, greed and env ironm enta l dcgradation are often 
in te rre la ted . L ike  many countries in the world, in  V ietnam , lack o f resources drives 
people to exhaust th e ir  n a tu ra l resourees, through deíorestation, ir ra tio n a l use o f land, 
unsusta inable  fish in g  and ag ricu ltu re . illega l m in ing, or the w ild life  trade.

A lth o u g h  progress is btíing made, V ie tnam  is p re s c n tly  faced w ith  serious 
e n v iro n m e n ta l problem s such as de foresta tion , the deg rada tion  o f lan d  resources.
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the im *ffi<;ient ro n s rrv a tio n  o f fresh w ater. and fresh w a te r shortage, the 
o v e re xp lo ita tio n  o f b io lon ic .ll n*soun*c»s. th rea ts  to ecosystems. the  (lcp le tion  o f 

resourres and th r  nrnvvth o f en v iron m en ta l p o llu tio n , not to  m en tion  the 
long-te rm  1 ‘n v m m m rn t ỉ i l  im p a n  C)f the vvar. These problem s are c u rre n tly  being 
cxaeerbated hy n ip id  popu líit ion tfrow th  and poverty.

It is t!u*n*l'orc n r rrs s . irv  tí) ỉin tic ip a te  the e n v iro n m e n ta l problem s tha t 
(levelopm unt vvill m rv it ỉ ih ly  b r in  lĩ w ith  it ,  and to takt* the  necessary p rccau tions  in 
advíincc to  m itÌK í itr  th rm  hy (leveloping an e n v iro n m e n tiilly  sound s tra te g y  oí’ 
sus ta inah le  (le vo lop m rn t. th ro u ^h  the susta inab le  use o f n a tu ra l resources, and the 
m v o lv e m iM it  o f  t h r  m a jo r i t v  C)f th e  c o u n t r y ’s in h a b i ta n ts  in  th e  proccss.

In the  poor coun tries . lik e  in V ie tnam . thí* ecologieal and econom ic 
s u s ta in a b ility  i> as im p o rta n t as the social s u s ta in a b ility  o f the  developm ent 
process. A lso. i f  the  c u rrc n t pace continues o f des truc tio n  o f the e n v iro n m e n t, o f 
damage to the  ecological base rsse n tia l for susta inab le  advances in  b io log ica l 
p ro d u c tiv ity . such as lanđ , wau*r, flo ra , fauna, íorests, vvctlands, and oceans, 
sus ta inab le  đevelopm ent ranno t be achieved.

T here  is no doubt th a t ou r n a tu ra l resources are a t serious risk . B u t we do not 
have to accept fu r th e r  decline. We can b u ild  on w h a t we have a lready lea rned, on 
vvhat wc know  o f su s tỉìin a b lo  practices and conservation measures. We unders tand  
tha t e ffective  system s o f m anugem ent can ensure th a t n a tu ra l resources no t on ly  
surv ive . hut incrcasí* w h ik ‘ th i ‘v are being used, th u s  provic ling the íou n d a tion  fo r 
susta ina lỉk* dcve lopm cnt. vvv have made some progress in  ou r e ffo rts  to ba lance the 
socio-economic needs o f ou r ra p id ly  Krovving popu la tion  vvith ou r fra g ile  n a tu ra l 
resource base.

We have to  assure the  preserva tion  o f ecosystems and b io log ica l d iv e rs ity , yes, 
but we m ust a lso he lp  secure thi* live lihoods o f com m un ities  in  o u r coun try . People 
are ou r w orld 's  most im p o rỉa n t rcsource, and ecological p reserva tion  m ust be p a rt 
o f a la rg e r e ffo rt to  presorve the hum an species, no t ju s t  co lle c tive ly  b u t each 
precious in d iv id u a l. A ny tru e  conservation p lan m ust inc lude com prehensive 
approaches  to the  reduction C)f the  growing problem of h u m a n  poverty, one of the  
m ain c o n tr ib u tin g  fac to rs  to e n v iron m e n ta l damage.

I w ou ld likt* to  takc» an exnm ple - the re h a b ilita tio n  o f forests • to e xp la in  how 
we im p lem en t th is  nppronch in ou r coun try , V ie tnam .

R e h a b i l i ta t io n  o f  íb ro s ts  in  V ie tn a m

O rig in a lly , thi* e n tire  coun try  o f V ie tnam  was covered in  forest, b u t over the 
past few decades, thi* ỉorests <>f V ie tnam  have suffered serious deple tion because o f 
ou r c o u n try s  Krovving dem and fo r a g r ic u ltu ra l land, firew ood and tim b e r fo r 
construction, an d  th e  fact th a t  WI* ỉost over two million h ec ta res  of forest d u r in g  the  
la s t war, to d e íb lia tio n  and bom bing. The destruc tion  o f fo rest vegeta tion  leads to a 
rap id  im poverishm en t o f tho soil and loss o f stored n u tr ie n ts , in c lu d in g  d ra s tic  
changes in  the  phvsica l iind  bio logical cha rac te ris tics  o f the ecosystem, espec ia lly
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the upper-sloped areas in the  N o rth  part and the C e n tra l H igh la nds  o f V ie tna m . 
Severe erosion re su lts  from  o ve r-cu ltiva tio n  o f the  so ils  th a t are in h e re n tly  h ig h ly  
susceptih le to d e te rio ra tio n . M ost o f the deforested areas have become ba rre n , and 
nearly  30,5% o f V ie tna m  is now considered un p ro duc tive  vvasteland.

Recognizing th a t fo rest loss is the sing le most serious íac to r th re a te n in g  the  
long-term  p ro d u c tiv ity  o f the  co u n try ’s renewable n a tu ra l resources, the  people o f 
V ie tnam  have begun an in te ns ive  p la n tin g  program . T h is  program  is expected to 
regreen the w ar-scarred  land, correet the m istakes o f ra p id  developm ent, re- 
estab lish  the ecological balance w ith in  the coun try , and preserve b io d iv e rs ity . The 
aim  is to re forest 40-50% o f the  countrys ide  by the 218t cen tu ry . In  th is  vvay we hope 
to reestab lish  the ecological balance in  V ie tnam . to preserve b io d iv e rs ity , and to do 
our p a rt in  de lay ing  g lobal vvarm ing.

To grow  one or tw o  trees is ve ry  easy, b u t to p la n t hundreds o f thousands of 
hectares o f íorests is no t s im ple , especia lly under cond ition s  in  w h ich  the  so il is 
leached and compacted, and the once cool, m oist and fe r t i le  c lim a te  is novv d ry  and 
b lazing.

Before 1985, vvhen we íìrs t launched ou r N a tio n a l C onserva tion  S tra tegy , we 
were p la n tin g  on ly  60,000 hectares o f forest a n n u a lly  -  and los ing 200,000 hectares. 
Today, we are p la n tin g  abou t 200,000 hectares o f fo res t a n n ua lly . Wc* hope to soon 
reach ou r goal o f 300,000 to 400,000 hectares a ye a rt even though th is  w il l  no t fu l ly  
compensate for the ongoing fo rest destruction .

As we knovv, the ío rest p lays a Central ro le in  reduc in g  greenhouse gasses, in  
m odera ting  c lim a te  change, and in  p rov id ing  r ic h  h a b ita t fo r d iverse p la n ts  and 
an im a ls  fo r the E a rth  as a vvhole. Besides th is , in  V ie tn a m , the  fo rest p lays a rnost 
im p o rta n t role in  the  economy, in  developm ent and in the  en v iron m en t. Recognizing 
th is , the V ietnam ese G overnm ent has banned the expo rt o f tim b e r and p lans to 
g radu a lly  reduce the p roduction  o f wood exp lo ited  from  the n a tu ra l íò rests from  
520,000 cu.m . in  1997 to less than  300,000 cu .m /year by 2000. T h is  projected 
volum e is expected to sa tis íy  the demand o f those l iv in g  in the  fo rest regions. In  
November 1997, the N ationa l Assembly o f V ietnam  adopted a na tiona l program  in 
which 5 m illion  hectares o f barren land would be reforested between 1998 and 2015. 
This strategic policy w ill con tribu te  to the recovery o f the liv in g  env ironm en t in 
general, and to the conservation o f s ign iĩicant b iod ive rs ity  values across the  country,

We hope to rea lize  these goals in  m any ways. K irs tly , to achieve success we 
m ust have the sup port o f the  local people. To fa c ilita te  th is , we have been 
p rom oting  pub lic  awareness and agro-forestry  tra in in g  in  local v illages  and schools 
and among policy m akers as w ell. We have launched a m ovem ent to educate people 
th a t susta inab le  developrnent and a lle v ia tio n  o f poverty  can on ly  be accom plished 
th rough  proper m anagem ent and investm en t in  lands and íorests in o u r cou n trv .

We are try in g  to make res to ra tion  o f degraded land  areas a h igh  n a tion a l 
p r io r ity . Large areas m ust be reforested. The h ill-d w e llin g  pcoplc m ust be helped in 
adopting  more resource -e ffic ien tt e n v iro n m e n ta lly  fr ie n d ly  technologies, so th a t
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th ry  ran  11SC n ỉìtu ra l rcsourcrs rn t io n .il lv  and sus ta inab ly . Kort*st conservation tha i 
c»nsurcis tiu* s u rv iv íil oí I hi* p rasants 1S desperate ly neeckĩd in inany ru ra l rlĩgions.

We p rom o ti' I n r  p lỉih tm t' OI1  cnm m unal lands, such as roadsidus, canal sides 
and v illage  W ỉis trl;u i(ls .

VVc cMicoum^e in d iv id u a l ra rnuTs to grow trees on p r iva te  land and farm  
boundaries. in hoiììc ^ardiMìs and so un

\ w  p rom o tí' i*n v iro n rm n t:ỉl education th rnugh  the mass m edia. the Youth and 
\Vom ens U n ions and School.v

\ w  p ro m o tr Hgro fo ri\s try  as part o f a jo in t program  w ith  n g r ic u ltu ra l staff.

We p rom otc  a ^ r ic u ltu r t ' and ỉo ro s try  extension a c tiv itie s  from  Central to grass 
roots lcve ls, p rov ide  ía rm ers w ith  advanced technologies, ass is t thom  in  desigmng 
and s c tt in g  up  dem onstra tion  models. household economic m anagem ent s k ills  and 
m a rke tin g  in fo rm a tio n .

We prom ote  long-te rm  land/forest a ỉloca tion  to farm ers.

We prom ote susta inab le  ru ra l development w ith  the invo lvem en t o f the 
popu la tion .

O u r V ision is now Vi*ry rlea r: “ to eradicate poverty and l i f t  the people’s liv in g  
standards. V ie tnam  must grovv. in d u s tr ia liz e  and m odcrn ize, bu t economic, social 
and e n v iro n m cn ta l needs should be addressed in  an in te g ra te d  m anner to be 
sus tiũnabk ' Ĩ 1 1 the long-to rm ".

M any y ra rs  atfo. reẾorestation ilì V ic tnam  was based on m onocu ltu ra l tim b e r 
production and the re  wc*ri' few convincing examples o f successíul large scale and 
long-term  tree  m onocultưres. Today, we are developing a v illa ge -leve l process, in 
vvhich local peop lr are producing large num bers o f ind igenous tree seedlings. These 
seedlings w il l  be p lan ted  in v illages and su rrou nd in g  areas and w il l  also be used for 
re ib rcs ta tion  projects.

A fte r  the  w ar, V ictnam ese sc ien tis ts  a ttem pted  to  re p la n t sev rra l species o f 
indigenous trees in areas th a t had been destroyed d u rin g  the  massive (le ío lian t 
raicis o f the  w ar. These in i t ia l  t r ia ls  iu iled , la rge ly  because the  young sap lings b u rn t 
in grass fire s  th a t vvere ign ite d  by the in tense tro p ica l sun d u r in g  the d ry  season. 
But wt* have now su(*cessfully rep lan tcd  thousands o f hectares o f tro p ica l iorests. To 
protect the  seedlings from  the b u rn in g  rays o f the tro p ica l sun* sc ien tis ts  have 
estỉib lished a forest cover o f fas t-^ ro w in g  trees. W hen these trees ga in  su ffic ien t 
he ig lìt. w h ich  take about three vears, they p la n t several species o f forest trees 
undcrneath  thum .

Speaking nearly  fou r decades ago, P res ident Ho C hi M in h  prom oted the 
country s in i t ia l  ìTgreening r lĩo r ts  w ith  a slogan s t i l l  quoted th rou g ho u t V ie tnam : 
‘T o res t is gol(ỉ. l f  Wi» knovv hovv to ronsiTve and use it vvell, i t  w il l  be very precious". 
Throughoụt th i ' coun try , the v illag e rs  are fo llo w in g  Ho C h i M in h 's  words and 
setting up tre i* nurseries. Kvi*ry vvínter. d u rin g  our A n n u a l New Year Kestival, 
which m any nỉ you know as Tet. Wf celebrate the New Y ear vvith tree  p la n tin g . A ll 
o f the s tud en ts  in  V ie tnam  m ust a ls o  p la n t trees every year. T hanks to recent
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p la n ta tio n  e fforts, the  forest cover vvith in V ie tnam  has been increas ing  every year, 
and has reached 35,8% o f n a tu ra l land  of the coun try .

The key o f any success and to be susta inab le  is p a rtic ip a tio n . The local p eo p le  

id e n tiíy  th e ir  problem s and p r io r it ie s , are assisted in  đevelop ing and im p le m e n ting  
so lu tions and they ga in  beneíỉts . They are (made) responsib le fo r th e ir  project in  
th e ir  region, and they  see th a t they are not le ft alone vvith th e ir  problem s. W hen 
people have the r ig h t to organize th e ir  own life  in  th e ir  com m un ity  they  w ill ga in 
confidence and s tre ng th . They vvill use th e ir  n a tu ra l resources econom ically and 
du rab ly . They vvill p ro tect na tu re , the land and the ío rest on vvhich th e ir  life  
depends. They can successfu lly rea lize  these th in g s  i f  they are aw are th a t these are 
the íìrs t p r io ritie s ; i f  they  are e n trus ted  w ith  enough povver, they w ill m ob ilize  and 
b rin g  in to  fu ll p lay th e ir  own ta le n ts  and experiences to achieve the desired goals.

Accorđ ing to p la n tin g  experiences from  the M a Da Forest Farm , people in 
m any regions are c u tt in g  and b u rn in g  pernicious grass in  areas affected by Agent 
Orange d u r i n g  the w ar, then p la n tin g  fas t-g row ing  s h a d e  trees such as Acacia. 
A fte r three or fo u r years, the  seedlings o f na tive  fo rest trees, such as D ip te rocarp  
species, are p lan ted  unde rnea th  them . I t  is such a c tiv itie s  th a t give us hope th a t, in 
the fu tu re , good tro p ica l íorests and b e a u tiíu l fauna w il l  replace the areas 
destroyed by A gen t O range, and the V ietnam ese people vvill be able to  erase the 
scars o f the de vas ta ting  w a r and to correct the m istakes of unsusta inab le  
developm ent.

O f a ll the íbrests th a t were damaged d u rin g  the  w a r, the m angrove and 
M e la le u c a  forests in  the  M ekong D e lta  were, perhaps, the m ost serious ly  damaged. 
They vvere repeated ly sprayed w ith  Agent Orange herb ic ide  and proved p a rtic u la r ly  
susceptible to its  effects. D e ío lian ts  e lim in a ted  a p p ro x im a te ly  50% o f the  cou n try ’s 
m angrove forests. A lm o s t a ll o f the Rhisophora, Sonnerata, B rug u ie ra  and Nypa  
species died. As a re su lt, the  íishe ries  and sh rim p  catches crashed.

The M elaleuca  íorests on the  peaty soil beh ind the m angroves proved 
inAam m able in  the  d rv  season, b u t manv were destroyed by napalm  b u rn in g .

These two m ost h ig h ly  damaged forest ecosystems are in  a more advanced 
State o f recovery th a n  the  in la n d  trop ica l íorests. A fte r the  w ar, the  V ietnam ese 
launched a program  to re p la n t the  mangrove íorests in  the  arcas destroyed by 
herbicides. Large areas were rep lan ted w ith  R hizophora  ap icauda  seedlings. 
Today, some 70,000 hectares o f mangrove ĩorests have been successfully replanted. 
The mangroves now v ie ld  a se lf-sus ta in ing  and p ro fit-m a k in g  source fo r fue l and 
construction  wood fo r the residents o f th is  area. As a re s u lt o f re ío resta tion , the 
íìsheries are more p le n t ifu l and the  shrim p catch is r is in g  each year. F ish, she llíish  
and o ther vvetland-bređ foods con tinue  to a rr ive  on local people’s d in n e r tab les and 
we expect them  no t to poison us \v ith  trans fe rred  p o llu tio n . The colonies o f w etland 
b irds th a t had com ple te ly  d isappeared d u rin g  the w a r have re tu rned . O ver seven 
m ajor b ird  colonies are now protected by reserves, new colonies are appearing , and 
the b ird  popu la tions are b u ild in g  up to th e ir  old levels again.
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Due to ra p iíỉ inrrt»asi\s in s h rim p  export, m any people have moved to 
m an^rove areas. U n íb rtu n a te ly . th is  has resu lted  in  the redes truc tion  o f thí* 
maiìỊírovi* forest fo r sh rim p  pools. Tho íorest clearance fo r s h rim p  breed ing w ith o u t 
íu lcquatc tochniques has resulted in ve ry  serious consequences. Recently, p rov inc ia l 
authorit  ies havtĩ been siKvessíul in improving the local r e s id en ts ’ S tandard of living, 
whiU* at the  sanie tilììe  sus ta in ing  tlu* mangrove íorests. T h is  has been achieved by 
a llo cn tin t' s iT tio ns  ()f lam l and forest to the pub lic  for com bined s ilvo -fish e ry  or 
fisho -fo res try  p roduction . A m im ỈKT o f good models have been estab lished and have 
ìmproved thu  economic and rn v iro n m e n ta l s itu a tio n  w ith in  these com m unities. In 
V ic tnam  as in  m any dcve lop in t' coun tries , vvetlands are f r u i t fu l ly  u tilis e d  by the 
local peoplí* to enhance th e ir  welfare.

(a n  ( l io  D is tr ic t, located in  the  southeast o f Ho C hi M in h  C ity , covers an 
area o f 75,740 ha. The ex te n t o f m angrove fo restland  accounts fo r 54.2% o f the to ta l 
n a tu ra l area o f the d is tr ic t. D u rin g  the  last w ar, the m angroves in  Can Gio vvere 
com pletữ lv destroyed. Through the g rea t e ffo rts  o f the local people, 22,000 ha ()f 
m angrove íorests were rc h a b ilita te d  a fte r the w ar. To date, Can G io has become one 
()f the most b e a u tiíu l and extensive s ites o f re h a b ilita te d  m angroves in  the vvorld. 
and is chosen to he included in the  w orld  ne tw ork  o f lỉio sphe re  Reserves by 
MAB/UNKSCO on January 21, 2000.

M ela leuca  forest is a un ique type o f flooded forest in  the  M ekong Delta. Ít  
onctì covcrcd an area o f 250,000 hectares in  low -ly ing , seasonally inunda ted  areas. 
ỉìu t. sinrt* the  w ar, on ly some 116,000 hectares rem ain . W hen the w a r ended, local 
people niade trem endous e ffo rts  to restore a g ric u ltu rc  on the  P la in  o f Reeds. To 
đ ilu te  the a c id ity  o f the soil, they dug more canals to b r in g  in  fresh w ater. Hovvever, 
in most p lacrs. the progress was too slow to check the con tinued  denud ing  o f the 
arca. In t i  me, the people ca me to rea lize  th a t in  o rder to make the P la in  prosper 
again. the so il had to be w ell w atered in  the d ry  season and covered vvith M ela leuca , 
as it once had been. Since then, the  local people have b u ilt  d ikes to  prevent the 
P lain w a te r from  d ra in in g  in to  the canals d u rin g  the  d ry  season. They have also 
p lantcd  M eia leuca  on thousands o f hectares o f acid ic soil, since i t  is the on ly  tree 
species th a t can th r iv e  in such conditions.

Now ih a t  the w etland h a b ita t o f th is  area has been restored, the na tu ra l 
plar.ts and an im a ls  are g ra du a lly  re tu rn in g  to the P la in . A s ide from  fresh w ate r 
fish w hich are a source o f food for local people, tu r tle s , snakes, and several b irds 
have riĩtu rn e d  in  su rp ris in g  num bcrs, inc lud ing  ra re  species such as the Sarus 
Crane, Pa in ted S to rk , and A d ju ta n t. In  ea rly  1986. w ith  the he lp o f researchers 
from Hanoi U n ive rs ity , the people o f Tam  Nong D is tr ic t dclegated 9,000 hectares 
for Tra in ( 'h im  Iteservo for Cranes, where they hope th a t the  cranes breed once 
again. There are aboul 1,000 cranes in  T ram  C him  tociay, and m any o th e r species of 
birds havc? also re tu rnod.

The re is a V ietnam ese saying: “ B ird s  on ly stay in  good landsM. A p pa ren tly , the 
restora tion eíTorts o f tht* people in the P la in  o f Reeds and Tam  Nong D is tr ic t have 
bi»gun to pay off. The Crane is a Symbol o f happiness and longev itv , and its  s ty lized
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image can be found in  most tem ples w ith in  V ie tnam . The cranes have íìn a lly
re tu rn e d  to V ie tn a m , the b e a u tiíu l land  o f peace where they are welcomed by people
vvho app rec ia te  th e ir  beaúty and beneíìt from  th e ir  presence.
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