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Abstract: Yang Potao Apui (the Fire King) is a unique traditional institution in the social life of the
Gia Rai people in particular and the Central Highlands (Tay Nguyén) in general. Throughout history,
the Fire Kings have preserved their distinctive cultural identity despite many changes in social life.
These cultural values continue to play a meaningful role in the contemporary life of the Gia Rai
community. This article focuses on clarifying key perspectives and assessing the role of the Fire
King in terms of its origin, development, and functions in community management, spiritual
communication, and daily life. Based on fieldwork and collected data, the paper aims to analyze and
highlight the current role of the Fire King institution, thereby proposing several solutions to preserve
and promote its cultural value in alignment with the Party’s viewpoints and the Government’s
policies.
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Vai tro thiét ché vua ltra (Yang Potao Apui)

cua nguoi Gia Rai ¢ tinh Gia Lai trong boi canh hién nay

Nguyén Vian Thang”

Hoc vién Chinh tri Quéc gia Ho6 Chi Minh,
135 Nguyén Phong Sdc, Nghia Téan, Cau Gidy, Ha Néi, Viét Nam

Nhan ngay 24 thang 3 nam 2025
Chinh stra ngay 29 thang 5 nam 2025; nhan dang ngay 20 thang 6 nam 2025

Tém tit: Yang Potao Apui (vua lira) 1a mot thiét ché xa hoi truyén théng dic biét trong doi séng x4
hoi cua toc ngudi Gia Rai ndi riéng va Tay Nguyén noi chung. Trai qua dién trinh lich su, cac doi
vua lira tiép ndi nhau gitr gin gia tri van hoa déc sac cua ho trude nhing bién ¢d cuia doi sdng x@ hoi.
Pén nay, cac gia tri ay van con ton tai va hitu ich trong doi song moi cua nguoi Gia Rai. Bai Vlet tap
trung lam r6 nhimg nhén dinh, danh gia vai tro cua vua lira trén mot sO kia canh nhur,. nguon goe,
dién trinh, vi tri cua thiét ché nay ciing nhu vai tro trong hoat dong quan li, trong giao té voi than
linh, trong doi song hang ngay,... Dua trén s6 liéu, tai liéu da cong bd va thu thap dugc qua thuc
dia, chung t6i phan tich, 1am rd thém vai tro cta thiét ché vua Itra trong bdi canh mai hién nay. Qua
d6, kién nghi mot s bién phép béao ton, phat huy gia tri trong xa hoi méi theo diing quan diém, chinh
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sach ctia Pang va Nha nudc ta.

Tir khéa: Thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong, vua lira, potao apui.

1. Mé dau

Vua ltra (Yang Potao Apui) dugc xem 1a thiét
ché xa hoi truyén thong rat ddc biét ciia ngudi
Gia Rai ¢ Tay Nguyén boi sy anh huong, sic
manh than quyén lan toa & cong dong toc ngudi
cing nhu cac toc nguoi trong khu vyc va cac
quoc gia lan can khac trong lich sur ton tai cla
n6. Bén nay, thiét ché vua lira tuy khong con hién
hitu nhung van c6 anh hudng toi doi sdng cua
mét b phan khong nhoé dan cu nguoi Gia Rai &
Plei Oi, xa Ayun Ha, huyén Pha Thién, tinh Gia
Lai. V6i chire ning co ban cua thiét ché xa hoi
truyén thong 1a i) Pap tmg nhu cau cia cong
dong va cac thanh vién cong dong; i) Didu chinh
hoat dong cac bo phén trong cong déng va thanh
vién bang quy dinh; va iii) Két hop hai hoa cac
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bd phan, dam bao su 6n dinh cua cong dong [1].
Pong thoi, nd ciing mang nhing dic diém noi
bét nhu: sy phong phu, da dang; bi tac dong boi
trinh d6 phat trién kinh té xa hoi, giai cap va phan
tang xa hoi ciing nhu viéc dan xen, chong 14n cua
cac tdc nguoi trong qua trinh tu cu;... Song, voi
thiét ché vua Itra thi su tac dong, anh hudng chu
dao 1a trén mit than quyén, con rat han ché vé
tuc quyén. Lich st vé& céc vi vua ltra, thiét ché xa
hoi vua lira, khong gia hién tdn cta Plei oi dang
dugc xem 1a nguon lyc quy dé bao ton va phat
huy gia tri van hoa ctia né phuc vu phat trién du
lich trong bdi canh m&i hién nay.

Nghién ctru vé thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong
& Viét Nam von da han ché va voi nhitng nghién
ctru vé thiét ché truyén thong vua lira lai it dugc
quan tdm hon bai tinh phurc tap, khu biét, dac thu
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riéng c6 ciia van dé nay. Do vay, day la diém
luan nay chua dugc nhiéu cac hoc gid khai thac
song vo cung li thu va can thiét co nhiing cong
trinh céng bo giup cic nha quan 1y nhan dién,
dénh gi va khai thac thé manh, han ché diém
nghén, tr¢ luc gop phan thye hién t6t hoat dong
t6 chirc quan 1y xa hoi ¢ cap co 8¢ trong tinh hinh
moi hién nay. Quan tam dén chu diém nay da co
mdt sd nha khoa hoc quan tadm nhu: Tiéu Dao
(2022), Pham Hoang, Nay Sat (2022), Hién Mai
(2023), Nguyén Minh San (1993), Minh Tién
(2010), Nguyén Thi Kim Van (2016), Vusta
(2006), Jacques Dournes (Nguyén Ngoc dich)
(2013), Nhleu tac gia (2005),... Pay la nhiing tu
lidu thir cap quy giup ching t6i tham khao va két
hop voi tu liéu thuc dia dugc nghién clru trong
khoang thoi gian tir nam 2023 — 2024 tai tinh Gia
Lai gitip chting t6i 1am rd van dé li tha nay. Bai
viét duoc thuc hién trén co s tiép can lién nganh
Dan tdc hoc/Nhén hoc va Van hoa hoc, st dung
mot sb phuong phap nghién ctru nhu tong hop va
phan tich tai lidu thir cap, tu liéu thuc dia dan toc
hoc, vin hod hoc va ké thira két qua nghién ctru
ctia cac hoc gia di trude dé nhin nhan, 1am rd va
danh gia chu diém nay. Trong bai viét chiing toi
cung co gang cung cap thém déc trung va nhiing
giai phap nham phat trién du lich tai day dé khai
thac chinh gia tri van hoa toc ngudi phuc vu doi
sdng nguoi dan thong qua phat trién du lich.

2. Mt s van dé chung vé Yang Potao Apui
(vua Iira)

O Tay Nguyén nudc ta c6 03 thiét ché xa hoi
truyén théng dugc nhic dén nhu 1a diém nhin
quan trong bac nhit trong doi song tam linh ciia
cong dong, d6 1a vua nudc (potao ia), vua lia
(potao apui) va vua gié (potao angin), cb nhidu
¥ kién cho rang, xuat phat tir yéu to ty nhién cua
ving, con nguoi séng dua vao tu nhién va phu
thudc vao tu nhién nén tir tdm thirc ton sung cac
yéu t6 trong thién nhién dan hinh thanh nén cac
thiét ché xa hoi truyén théng hién hitu 1a vua
nuée, lira, gi6 nhim thé hién sy kinh trong,
ngudng mo ctia ca nhan, cong déng danh cho cac
thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong nay.

Céc nha khoa hoc Nga gia thiét vua lira xuét
phat tir nguon gdc tu than va dugc san sinh boi
chinh xa hdi ciia nguoi Gia Rai [2] va trong cac
mdi quan hé giita con nguoi voi con ngudi va
gitra con nguoi voi ty nhién. Mot s6 hoc gia Phap
cho rang vua ltra chi 1a mot dai phu thuy [2], co
thé ho dua trén the gi61 quan cua minh dé danh
gia, nhan dinh vé thiét ché thay cung, thiy phu
thuy cua nguoi Gia Rai noi rleng va cac tdc
ngudi thidu sé & toc ngudi ndi chung ma nhan
dinh. Nha nghién ctru Nguyén Minh San cho
rang, vua Itra chi 14 nguoi nim duge ki nghé rén
duc cong cy va chinh sy ngudng vong cua cong
dong, sting kinh ctia ngudi dan ma dan tré thanh
than twong ctia mot tin ngudng — tin ngudng thd
vua lira va ho 1a nhiing thu linh phap su chu
khong phai, va khong thé 1 nhimg thu linh bo
toc [2]. Nha nghién ctru Nguyén Hiru Thau goi
vua lira, vua nudce 1a “thé tu”, tham chi la mot
“dai thé tu” gidng nhu 12 mot cd dao, mot tang
16p ngudi dung ra thay mat nhan dan dé giao tiép
Vi troi dét, chi khong phai 1a mot thiy cung hay
thay phu thuy [2].

Jacques Dournes trong nghién ctru “Pdtao,
mot Iy thuyét vé quyen luc o nguoi Jarai” dugc
4n hanh boi Nha xuét ban Flammarion tai Paris
1977 cho rang, “Pétao c6 ba loai: pdtao apui
(thay cua lira), potao ia (thdy cua nudc), potao
angln (thay cua khong khi). Potao apui va potao
angin nam trén suon phia dong cua lanh thd
Jarai; con potao ia thi sOng trén suon phla tay.
M01 potao la biéu hién mot phan ciia toan thé; ba
yéu tb ctia vat chat; cha, me, con; Dong va Tay;
cai can, vo dao, ludi dao, ba yeu td cua nghe
rén,... Moi potao gin gilt mot bau vat, nhu thanh
kiém cua potao 1a biéu hién quyén Iuc cua ho.
Cac potao la bao dam cho su hop nhit cia cac
toc Jarai, gdm c6 bay ho mau hé thoat thai tir tam
toc huyen thoai. P6tao duy tri mbi quan h¢ giita
con ngudi, giita con ngudi voi than linh hay giita
con nguoi voi thién nhién” [2].

Céc nha nghién ciru khi tiép can véi thiét ché
nay déu dua ra nhitng nhan dinh cta minh trén
co so thuc tién ma ho kham phéa dugc & nhiéu
chiéu canh khac nhau theo hudng tiép can ciia
minh, diéu d6 cang khang dinh sy da dang,
phong phii va tinh 1i thi ctia vin d& ma ching ta
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dang quan tam. Nhat 1a no cho thdy gia tri cua
thiét ché nay trong doi song toc nguoi Gia Rai
nodi riéng va cac tfc nguoi ¢ Tay Nguyén noi
chung. Bén nay, cac nha nghién ciru ciing chua
xac dinh dugc chinh x4c thdi diém ra doi cua cac
vi vua trén, nhung c6 mét sy that chic chén 1a,
muon nhat thi tr ndm 1470, khi vua Lé Thanh
Toéng tién vao phia Nam thi cac vi potao ciia
nguoi Gia Rai da hién dién [3]. Trong tdm thirc
cua nguoi Gia Rai noi riéng va nguoi Tay
Nguyén no6i chung, vi vua ltra hién httu va ro rang
hon c4, vua nudc, vua gi6 chi con dugc ghi nhan
mot cach kha mo nhat va it c6 tu li€u thyc ching.

Vua ltra (potao apui) la thiét ché ché xa hoi
truyén thong rat dac biét ton tai trong xa hoi cua
nguoi Gia Rai & Tay Nguyén Viét Nam bén canh
cac thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong khac nhu: gia
lang, thay cung, chi dat, chu lang, chii bén nudc,
ba dd,... La thiét ché duoc trao truyén tir doi nay
sang doi khac trong cong dong ngudi Gia Rai
thong qua viéc lya chon va suy ton. Di nhién,
nguoi dugc chon phai la nguoi c6 uy tin, anh tué,
am hiéu cac gi4 tri van hoéa cua ngudi Gia Rai,
nhét 1 viéc thuc hién cac nghi 18 cong dong ciing
v6i thanh guom than thién liéng. Nhu bao nguoi
Gia Rai khac, vua lura cling léy vo, sinh con, di
lam rdy, sin bén, trong trot,... dé nudi gia dinh
ma khéng c6 nhitng dic quyén thé tuc nhu nhiing
vi vua trong x3 hoi phong kién & nudc ta ciing
nhu cac nudc khac trén thé gidi, c6 ching, chi la
su ton vinh, ghi nhan ctia cong déng ddi voi thiét
ché nay vé mit than quyén va danh cho ho sy
kinh trong, ngudng mo trong hoat dong t chirc
doi séng tam linh cong dong va trong cudc song.
“Hién tuong Potao 14 trudng hop hiém thiy cua
mot quyén luc, chua bao gio bi x6a bo, cling
khong bi bién dbi, khong bi ghép chong 1én qua
cong cudc thuc dan hoa, dén muc né vuot ra
ngoai tdm hiéu biét ciia phuong Tay va moi uy
lyc bén ngoai” [4].

Potao apui theo nhiéu tai liéu ghi nhan c6 14
doi, tham chi 1a 15 doi vua, tuy vay theo khao
ctru thyc té cta ching t6i va nhiing tai liéu tin
can thi vua ltra ciia nguoi Gia Rai c6 13 doi [(1)
Ksor Chloi, (2) Rochom Torul, (3) Rochom
Anur, (4) Siu Bém, (5) Siu Djua, (6) Siu Nhong,
(7) Siu Blong, (8) Siu Blet, (9) Siu Ji, (10) Siu Y,

(11) Siu At, (12) Siu T4, (13) Siu Nhét [5], dong
quan diém nay 1a s6 liéu dugc cong bd cua Vusta
nam 2006. Doi vua Ita thir 14 1a Siu Luyn, tuy
nhién 6ng chi ddm nhan vai tro vua ltra ma chua
thuc hién tin phong chinh thirc thdng qua nghi 1
trao va nhan thanh guom than; vi vua ltra thr 15
duoc nhiéu tai liéu nhic téi 1a RoLan Hieo, ong
thuc chat 1a phu ta ctia vua Itra thir 14 (Siu Luyn)
va ciing chua bao gio thuc hién nghi 1 tin
phong. Do vy, chiing ti cho rang ¢6 13 doi vua
ltra ctia nguoi Gia Rai la thoa dang hon ca va dir
liéu nay cling 1a ghi nhan cta nha nghién ctru van
hoa dan toc thiéu sb & Tay Nguyén Nguyén Thi
Kim Van trong “Péi nét vé cac Yang Potao ciia
ngudi Gia Rai” dang trén Tap chi Xwa va Nay s6
476 thang 10 nam 2016.

Plei Oi theo tiéng Gia Rai nghia la “lang
ong”, ngdi lang ciia ngudi Gia Rai thude xa
Ayun Ha, huyén Pht Thién, tinh Gia Lai la noi
sinh sng ciing nhu chimg kién tron ven nhiing
gia tri v& céc thiét ché vin hoa truyén thong vua
lira ctia ngudi Gia Rai. Tuy chi sinh séng c6 dinh
noi day nhung uy tin va tiéng tim cta cac vi vua
nay da bay xa va c6 anh huong rong 16n toi ca
nhitng ving khac nhu Mang Yang, Budn HO,
Phu Yén,... tham chi Lao, Campuchia cling tim
dén va moi cac potao apui vé thuce hién viéc ciing
té. Vi nhimg gia tri van hoa thuc tién cua thiét
ché truyén théng nay trong doi song toc nguoi
Gia Rai, tinh Gia Lai va toan quoc, nam 1993,
B Vin héa - Thong tin (nay 1a B Vin hoa - Thé
thao va Du lich) c6ng nhén Plei Oila Di tich Lich
sit Van hoa cip qudc gia. Nam 2015, "L& cau
mua cia Yang Potao Apui" dugc Bé Van hoa -
Thé thao va Du lich cong nhan 1a Di san Van hoa
phi vat thé cip qudc gia. Pay 14 diéu kién can
thiét dé tinh Gia Lai tiép tuc bao ton va phat huy
gid tri van hoa cua thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong
nay trong bdi canh méi hién nay gép phan lam
phong phu thém, da dang hon san pham du lich
van héa cua dia phuong.

3. Vai trd ciia thiét ché xi hdi truyén thong
Yang Potao Apui hién nay

- Trong hoat dong quan li, vé& ban chat thuc
quyén quan li mét lang thudc vé nguoi dung dau
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lang (khoa plei), dng 1a ngudi quan li chung cac
hoat dong cua lang, tuy vay, dbi v6i ngudi Tay
Nguyén ndi chung va nguoi Gia Rai n6i riéng thi
hoat dong quan li dugc xem mang tinh chat dinh
hudng va khong ¢p budc theo nghia cua tir nay
mot cach thudn tiy. Mai thiét ché xa hoi truyen
thong nhu gia lang, chu dét, cha lang, chii bén
nudc,. .. lai thue quan ¢ linh viee ma minh duogc
cong dong giao phd. Véi potao apui, 6ng la
ngudi ding dau nhim dam bao doi sdng tdm linh
cua nguodi dan, ddm bao moi sinh hoat tinh than
ciia ngudi dan dugc thuc hién qua cac nghi 18
nhu: ciu mua xuéng, cAu tanh mua, cau cho
nguoi dan duoc khoe manh, khéng co dich
bénh,... dap g nguyén vong sdng hai hoa véi
tu nhién cua nguoi dan.

O vi tri cia minh, Potao Apui di “céng can”
mot nim mot 1an, thuong thi éng di cong can vao
dau mua mua g0, tie la vao khoang thang tam,
thang chin. Néu trong thoi gian dy dinh ay, 6ng
ta khong du thoi gid di tham tit ca cac lang thi
sau ddy ong ta s& hoan thanh hanh trinh cta éng
ta dé cho khong ai c6 thé trach 6ng dén thim
ngudi nay lai khong dén thim nguoi kia [6]. Viéc
di cong can nay dugc thuc hién déu dat va khong
thé bo qua di voi cac potao, day duoc xem la
trach nhiém cua vi tri nay ddi voi cong dong, tuy
nhién, ¢ nhitng doi vua lta vé sau viéc thuc hién
nghiém can cong viéc nay lai tro 1én kém tuan
tha hon.

Viéc “cong can” mot mat xem xét doi séng
cua nguoi dan thude dia vuc d&nh hudng ciia minh
6 sbng t6t khong, troi dat c6 mua thuin gié hoa
khong, c6 dich bénh hay can phai thue hién cac
nghi 1& cau ciing khong,... chur it khi nhén théy
sy cai quan thuc quyén thudc md tuyp nhu: sap
xép, tb chue, thu thué,... van thiy & cac cip quan
li chinh quyén hién hu’u khac. Khi di “cong can”
O cac lang, nguoi dan thuong theo 1€ ma quyén
gbp, dang Ién vi vua ltra mot s6 1& vat nhu:
khoang 2,5 kg gao/hd; 01 ghé rugu/hd; 05 dong
bac/hd; 01 con ga/lang; 01 lon slra/lang [6] va
thong thuong s6 18 vat nay duoc st dung dé thuc
hién 18 cu mua cho cong ddng chir khong phai
dung cho sinh hoat cua cd nhan potao apui va cac
cong sy cua minh. Day cing la dlem khac biét
giita thiét ché truyén thong thin quyén nay véi

céc thiét ché xa hoi khac ma chiing ta van thay.
Hoat dong nay nham duy tri, nudi dudng va hun
duc 1én nhitng phong tuc tdp quan tét dep cua
cong ddng nguoi Gia Rai d6i voi vi vua ma ho
kinh trong, dong thoi, cling cho thiy mét dong
chay gi4 tri nhan vin trong doi song xa hoi cua
nguoi Gia Rai & Tay Nguyén.

- Trong giao té véi than linh, day 1a nhiém
vu quan trong béc nhit cta potao apui d6i véi
cong ddng va no 1a chuc trach dac biét quan
trong cta vi vua nay. Ong la nguoi t1ep nbi trung
gian gitia than va con nguoi, chuyen tai nhitng
cau mong cua con nguoi dén than va nguoc lai,
truyén sam y cua than trd lai con nguoi dé ca
nhan, cong dong thuc hién theo nhimg chi bao
nham dat dugc udc vong mong muon cta minh.
Dbi v6i tam thire dan gian, khi con nguoi song
trong boi canh phu thudc vao tu nhién, phu thude
vao thé gidi ctia nhitng huyén bi ma bang trinh
do hiéu biét ciia ho chua khai mé dugce va khoa
hoc chwa cham t6i dé giai thich tit thay nhiing
huyén hodc trong tam tri con nguoi thi nhimg
thiét ché x4 hoi truyén thong nhu thay cang, thay
mo, thiy tao, phu thuy,... van ton tai, va, di véi
nguoi Gia Rai thi vua lra 1a hién than cua mot
“siéu phu thiy” c6 sitc manh to 16n dé két ndi
v6i than linh, két ndi voi thé giéi thiéng ma con
ngudi bang mat thuong khong thé nhin thiy
duogc, khong thé két ndi duoc.

Phuong tién giao té v6i than linh 13 bbi canh
té 18, 1a khong gian thuc hién cung bai, 1a 15
cing, nhitng diéu mua thin bi, 4&m thanh cua
chiéng, trong, cong, . va khong thé thleu nhiing
vat hién té nham théa man mong mudn cua thé
gidi thiéng nhu: heo, ga, rugu, gao, mu01, bac
trang va doi khi 1a nhitng vat pham c6 tri gid 16n
nhu mot con trau ching han, didu nay phu thudc
vao tinh chat murc dg cua sy viée dang dién ra,
mong mudn cau cing ciia ci nhét, cong dong.
Trong d6, nhiing dong tac mua tai hién hanh
ddng ciia con nguoi trong khai thac ty nhién,
trong sinh hoat hang ngay va dugc cuong di¢u
hoéa, m6 phdng nhitng ddng tac cua thil hoang
biéu thi sirc manh huyén bi,. .. Nhimg 101 van
khan thuong xuat hién mdc mac gan sat voi thuc
tlen va mong mudn ctia con ngudi, cu thé nhu 1o
ciu khdn mua cta Potao Apui “CAu nguyén t6i
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vi trong dai, voi t6 tién, hang ngan hang van,
ngudi bao vé cong g1a1 vay, nguoi huong dao
trong rimg ram, miii can lao va 6ng xi dong,
nhimg nguoi nhay muaa dung riéng dap vo ban
tay, nga nghiéng trén hai dui chan, cam cai can
hat ruou, d6 thém nude vao...cai binh nuoc, Oi
Thén Troi, binh minh ddng may 1én vao xé chiéu
tang may den, mong mua d6 xudng dé bat budc
chang t6i che chd cho ching t6i”! [6].

Trong hau hét tai liéu ghi chép vé vi vua ltra,
ndi bat hon ca 1a hoat dong cAu mua va "L& cau
mua cua Yang Potao Apui" da dugc Bo Van hoa
- Thé thao va Du lich cong nhan 1a Di san Vin
hoa phi vat thé cAp qudc gia nam 2015. Va co 18,
quyén ning hoé mua goi gio6 duoc ngudi Gia Rai
nhdc nhiéu nhét chinh 1a vi vua thir 6 — Siu
Nhong [7]. Khi dugc ctr lam vua Itra, Siu Nhong
nhat muc tir chbi va ngudi dan trong lang da van
dong, thuyét phuc ong subt 7 ngay 7 dém, trudc
sy kién tri cia cong dong lang, 6ng bén danh 7
lan vao nuge, 7 ngay 7 dém sau may kéo dén,
mua d6 xuéng am am. T d6, ong chinh thirc tro
thanh Potao Apui dé thay mit dan lang giao té
v6i than linh thyc hién cac nghi 18 cho cong
ddng.

Bén canh nhitng giao té voi than linh ciu
mua cho cong ddng, trong lic cd chién tranh
nguoi ta cau khén Potao trude khi vao tran mac
— diéu nay da kién 1ap thém céi day lién h¢ giita
Potao va gidc gid, va chi rd rang quyén luc
thuan tay vé tinh than” [8]. Nhu vy, giong nhu
nhiéu toc ngudi khac, nguoi Gia Rai cling can c6
mot chd dua tinh than, diém tya tdm linh trudce
khi thyc hién nhitng viéc hé trong hodc can su
trg gitp tu ty nhién dé thuc hién mot hay nhiéu
cong viéc doi khi vugt qué kha nang ma ho co
thé lam.

- Trong doi song hang ngay, nguoi ta c6 thé
bat gip mot vi Potao Apui dang lam rdy, dang
trdng cdy, cham séc va chan tha dong vat, di san,
liy cui va lam viéc nha nhu tit thay moi ngudi
Gia Rai binh thuong khac. Cac nha khoa hoc,
nha nghién ctru khéac khi c6 dip gép mat vua lira
déu ¢6 cam nhan 1o rang su chan chit va “khong

! Trong bai viét nay, chung t6i chi ghi lai phin 1oi tiépg Viét
dé tién theo ddi. Trong sach da dan c6 du phan tieng Gia
Rai dugc phién am.

khéc biét” gitra mot vi vua voi mot ngudi nong
dan Gia Rai binh thuong khac. “T6i da hoi hop
dé cho mot nguoi dan 6ng uy nghi. Nhung lai
ngac nhién thém mét 1an nita, boi ngudi dan 6ng
trudc mat téi khong khac gi nhiing ngudi nong
dan Jrai t61 timg gap” [8]. Jacques Dourner trong
cubn Potao mét Ii thuyét vé quyén lyc & nguoi
Jorai Pong Duwong c6 miéu thudt lai canh Cupet
gip Potao Apui vao ngay 14 thang 2 nam 1891
nhu sau “chang ai thém dong tinh gi khi t6i di
vao [...] vi Sadéte? dang ndm trén mot chiée
giuong duya vao mét tam vach [...] Ddi v6i mot
vi phu thay ndi tiéng, duoc noi dén tin & Phnom-
Penh va Bassac, vi Sadéte Lira trong ching c6 vé
gi ghé gém [...] ching hé c6” [4] hay “ciy giy
than; ching c6 coc, ciing ching co rin, ching co
than 1an, ciing chiang c6 chiéc dau lau khong thé
thiéu [...] Chang c6 gi phan biét ong ta véi
nhiing nguoi man di khac. Trong 6ng ta co vé
hién hau va duong nhu dang chiam cha vao mot
chiéc 6ng diéu dai bang déng, ma 6ng ta hut nhu
mot nguoi binh thuong” [4],...

La mot vi vua day uy nghi trong thuc hién
céc nghi 18 cang than, ho goi mua gio,... nhung
6ng van 1a mot nguoi binh di nhu hét thay nhiing
ngudi Gia Rai trong cong dong ciia minh, ong
cling lay v0, sinh con, 1an lung trén rdy trong tria,
san bat tha rimg, chin tha gia suc, danh ca, dan
cli,... Didu nay mot mit cho thiy sy gan g,
tlnh b1nh quan cha nghia trong xa hoi truyén
thong ngudi Gia Rai van hién hitu va dugc xem
nhu 1a mot gia tri nhan ban cua ho, méat khac, xét
trén phuong dién xa hoi thi n6 thé hién sy chua
phan tach giai cap thong tri, bi tri cia cong dong
nay. N6 van cho thiy su cong bang, binh déng
va gan nhu khong co ranh giéi giira ngudi duoc
suy ton 1a vua voi nhiing ngudi dan trong cong
ddng. Mot vai diém khac co thé nhan ra duoc do
1a, ong khong an thit &ch, nhai, b, ché véi quan
niém néu khong kiéng in nhimg con vat nay s&
1am 6 ué thanh guom than thiéng liéng biéu trung
cho strc manh va uy quyén cua thiét ché xa hoi
truyén théng vua lira, va, khong kiéng dung quy
dinh tam linh thi s€ bi Yang (tro1) trach phat.

2 Tiéng Lao goi cac Potao Apui la Sadéte Fai (vua lira).
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Hoic, tai san 16n nhat ciia 6ng dé phan biét véi
nhing ngudi Gia Rai khac chi 1a mot cai cdi gb,
mot cai chiéng, mot cai tréng va mot cai ruong
gd 16n dé dung dd té 18 duoc céac vi vua doi trude
truyén lai. Ngoai ra, that kho ma nhan théy sur
khac biét ctia “ngai” tir in udng, trang phuc, cong
viéc, nghi ngoi,... voi nhitng ngudi dong toc
trong cong dong ctia minh.

- Trong bdo tén vin héa téc nguoi. Hoat
dong bao v€ va luu gitr thanh guom than, bao vé
mot sd do dung thyc hanh trong nghi 1& nhu:
chiéng, trong, ruong gd, 001 g0, chudng,... duoc
xem la nhung vat dung t6i quan trong ddi voi

“thé giéi” cuia vua lira, b6i né chinh 14 hién than
clia mi truong té 18 khi 6ng thuc hién cac 18 thirc
lién quan. Nhimg am thanh tir chiéng, trng,
chuéng, ... cong hudng véi 101 cing té tao ra mot
chiéc cau két ndi thé gioi thuc va thiéng, tao
khong gian thiéng khi nghi 18 bat dau va gitr nhip
cho diéu xoang liic 16i khan cﬁu clia potao apui
két thuc. Ngbi nha - khu vure cét gidu thanh guom
than ki, nha & cta potao apui, trang phuc, &m
thuc, vat dung khac phuc vu nghi 18, 16i cling, bai
cing khén cAu mua dugc mot s6 nha dan toc hoc
suu tam, luoc dich cing nhimng nghi 18, 18 thic
dic sac nhu Lé cau mua cua Yang Potao Apui;
truyén thuyét vé& thanh guom than;... cin duoc
xem la nhimg gia tri van hoa can thiét bao ton va
phat huy trong bbi canh méi hién nay. Piém nay,
vua lra bang hanh dong cu thé, trai nghiém tlep
nbi truyén théng da giir gin, truyén lai cho thé hé
sau, gop cong 16n vao hoat dong bao ton gia tri
van hda cua toc nguoi Gia Rai noi riéng va nhitng
gia tri van hoa dan tdc Viét Nam noi chung.

4. Mot s6 van dé dit ra va giai phap bao ton,
phat huy gia tri thiét ché vua lira trong boi
canh méi

4.1. Mot $6 van dé dat ra

Nghién ctru vé thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong
vua lira duge xem 1a mot thir thach ddi voi cac
nha nghién ciru hién nay, nhét 1a trong bdi canh
sy hién dién ciia n6 chi 1a hdi quang va nhiing
manh ghép tu liéu khong hoan chinh, thém vao
d6 1a nhirg khé khin vé ngudn luc tai chinh,

thoi gian nghién ctru va ca sy it quan tAm toi thiét
ché xa hoi truyén thong cia gidi tré ngay nay.
Tuy nhién, qua nghién ctiru chiing t6i nhan dinh
c6 mot sb van dé sau:

Mt la: Dén nay, vua lira khong con hién hiru
nhitng anh huéng cia nd van con tac dong truc
tiép dén doi song cong dong ngudi Gia Rai twong
d6i 16 rang, nhat 1a d6i v6i ngudi dan ¢ Plei oi
nhung vai trd, vi tri ctia thiét ché nay chi con la
hdi quang qué khir. Do vay, can xac dinh 16 diém

can bao ton, phat huy gia trj dé phuc vu doi song
cua ngum dan noi day, tranh hiéu sai, hleu qua
muc dan dén cb suy bao ton nguyén si, von nhu
n6 da ton tai vai tro cia thiét ché nay trong thuc
tién hién nay. Can danh gia khach quan thiét ché
vua lira va nhimg thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong
khac dam bao tinh khoa hoc, nhan van trong xay
dung doi séng méi.

Hai la: Vua lira von 1a ngon c& trong doi
song tim linh cua nguoi Gia Rai ¢ Tay Nguyén,
nhung n6 da mat di theo quy luat tu nhién khach
quan cua tién tlnh lich str phat trién toc nguoi va
xa hoi. Do vay, can ton trong quy luat nay, can
tuyén truyen dé ngu0’1 dan va cong dong toc
ngudi hiéu ding vé nhitng nét vin hoa toc nguoi
da ton tai dé thiy duoc su can thiét diém phat
huy gia tri phuc vu doi song méi hién nay, tranh
bi loi dung, 16i kéo, kich ddng cuia cac thé luc
phan tuyén truyén muu d6 loi ich xau.

Ba la: Can thiét xay dung, phuc hdi nhiing
gi4 tri van hoa dic sic quanh thiét ché vua lira
nhu: 16i cing, thanh gwom than, cung dudng ma
vua lira timg di thim cong dong, ngdi nha cua
vua lira & plei oi, 18 cAdu mua,... nham phuc vu
phat trién du lich dé tao, chuyén ddi sinh ké cho
ddng bao ngudi ngudi Gia Rai ¢ Plei oi noi riéng
va Ayun Ha noi chung. Pdng thoi, tranh sy lai
cang, bién thé vin hod, dic biét 1a nhiing lai tap
van hod vao trong vai tro clia cac potao (potao
ia, potao apui, potao angin).

4.2. M6t s6 gidi phdp nham bdo ton va phdt huy
vai tro cua vua lita trong boi canh mai hién nay

Mt la, thyc hién cong tac suu tam, théng ké
va nghién ctru sau vé cac thi¢t ché xa hoi truyén
thong nay, hoat dong nay can duogc thuc hién
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som va c6 trong diém, boi, cac tu liéu vé vua lira
chi con lai 1a nhitng méanh ghép tu liéu khong lién
tuc va dang bi mai mét nhanh chéng vi khong
dugc thuc hanh nghi 18, thyc hanh doi song nhu
no da tung phat trién trong qua khu. 'Khong gian
thyc hanh doi song cia cac vi vua bién ddi va thu
hep dén murc dudng nhu da mét di trong thuc tién
sinh hoat cta ho. Do vy, can tién hanh nhiing
cong trinh nghién ctru mang tinh tong thé, két
hop bao t6n vin hoa véi xay dung va phat trién
kinh té - xa hoi qua d6 gop phan gin giir gid tri
ctia thiét ché nay va gitip n6 hoi sinh hop 1y trong
diéu kién x3 hoi méi.

Hai la, can xay dung Plei oi thanh diém du
lich van hoa cong dong v6i nhimg trai nghiém
vin héa dia phuong dic sic. Can phan chia chudi
lich str thanh nhitng san phém du lich dic séc cua
lang Plei oi gin véi thiét ché vua lira kiéu hung
trong qua khur, tai hién cac sy kién gén vO1 vua
lira nhu: cau mua, 14y guom, sinh hoat lang, di
tham doi sdng cua cac lang, cung guom than, tai
hién lai sinh hoat san ban, 1am r?ly cuavua lua,...
nhiing san pham 4y chinh 1a diém thu hut khach
dén vé6i Plei Oi bén canh nhimng gia tri van hoa
am thyc vo cung dic sic cua nguoi Gia Rai ¢
Tay Nguyén.

Ba la, can chu trong xay dung co so ha tang,
dic biét 1a hé théng duong giao thong lién thon
lang, lién cac diém trong khu du lich, ning cao
dan tri ciia ngudi dan qua d6 gop phan cai thién
mai trudng du lich. Dan loai bé nhimg quan niém
va 18 thtrc khong con phu hop ra khoi doi sng
nguoi dan. Tang cudng tuyén truyén, gido duc
thudn phong mi tuc, lam cho moi ngudi hiéu va
tu hao vé truyén thong tdc nguoi va thiét ché vua
Itra cuia cha dng. Qua do, tu v thirc trach nhiém
giit gin va phat huy nhiing gia tri 4y phi hop véi
tinh hinh hién nay.

Bon la, nghién ciru co ché hd trg, gitp do dbi
vOi nhitng nguoi dang thue hién viée gin gitr gia
tri van hoa dic biét nay, nhét 1a can nghién ctru
bd sung hanh lang phép 1y cho viéc bao ton va
phat huy gié tri thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong vua
lira nham phuc vu doi séng cong dong. Can xem
xét c6 chinh sach dai ngd phu hop cho nguoi
dang luu giit sbng dong nhitng gid tri cua thiét
ché x4 hoi truyén thong qua d6 thu hiit cic ngudn

luc cho phat trién chinh plei oi thong qua cac
hoat dong du lich cong dong, du lich tam linh,
trai nghiém,... bién cac gia tri vin hoa tmyen
thng thanh dong luc cho thu hat va phét trién
van hoda, xa hoi dia phuong.

Ném la, bao ton t6t hon nita mi truong sinh
hoat cua thiét ché x4 hoi truyén théng vua ltra va
cua ca cong dong lang Plei oi, day chinh la bao
ton dong, bao ton tam thirc trong doi séng sinh
hoat tap thé ciia ngudi dan. Moi hoat dong, nghi
1& xoay quanh thiét ché vua lira nhu: rén, sin ban
lam ray, cau mua, cing guom than, nha ctra, am
thuc,... can duge tai hién can ban va hoan toan
¢6 thé 13 san pham du lich dé xem, trai nghiém
thuc tién cho du khach. Cuing ¢b va xay dung moi
trudng ton tai cua thiét ché nay dugc xem la mot
giai phap bao ton khé nhung rat co gia tri khong
chi v6i thiét ché xa hoi truyén thong vua ltira ma
con hitu ich @i voi cac thiét ché khac nhu gia
lang, théy cang, chu bén nudc, cha dit, cha
lang,.. Dong thoi, can phuc dyung lai nhiing sinh
hoat truyén thong cia ngu(n dan noi day trong
bdi canh méi phit hop véi ban sic va gia tri vin
héa clia nguoi dan. Pay la viéc lam mudn va
mang chét tinh thé, nhung s& 1a hiru ich néu viéc
phuc dung va thyc hién sinh hoat van hoéa cia
nguoi Gia Rai noi day thuc hién boi chinh chu
thé dudi su tu van, hd tro cia cac nha khoa hoc
va quan ly van hoa, tin nguong.

5. Két luan

Potao Apui 1a mot thiét ché xa hoi truyén
thong dic trung ctia ngudi Gia Rai va ¢6 vai tro
to 16n trong doi song tdm linh cua cong dong,
mac du c6 han che tuc quyen nhung than quyén
ctia thiét ché nay rat 1on. Tam anh hudng, pham
vi tac dong khong chi ding lai ¢ khu vuc Plei oi
ma con lan sang cac dia vuc cu tri cua dong tdc,
toc nguoi khac ma tham chi 1a ca qudc gia khac
nhu Lao, Campuchia, ngay cé triéu dinh phong
kién Viét Nam ciing thuong xuyén qua lai, trao
d6i hang nam véi vi vua lira c6 dy uy quyén nay.
Mic du con nhiu danh gia, nhan xét khac nhau
va quan diém chua thong nhét cung nhau vé
nguon goc thoi diém xudt hién thiét ché xa hoi
truyén thong nay,... song cac nha khoa hoc déu
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cho r?mg, Potao apui 1a mdt hién than ctia than
quyén trong doi song van hoa cua nguoi Gia Rai
& Tay Nguyén bén canh cac thiét ché khac nhu
chu lang, chu dét, gia lang, thiy clng, ba 43, ...
va n6 cé gia tri dac biét voi doi séng sinh hoat
cling nhu tin ngudng ctiia nguoi Gia Rai.

Trong bdi canh méi hién nay, cing cd, phat
huy gia tri cua thiét ché vua Itra phu hop véi doi
sdng van hoa méi ciia cong dong nguoi Gia Rai
& Plei Oi 13 viéc lam quan trong va dling vdi chu
truong cua Pang, chinh sach phap luat cia Nha
nudce ta, nhat 1a trong viéc da dang hoa sinh ké
clia nguoi dan nham dam bao doi séng vat chat
va tinh than ngay mot tot hon cia cong dong.
Bao ton phat huy gia tri van hoa lang du lich Plei
oi, cac dlem dén di tich 13 can thiét va cac ciu
chuyén ké vé thiét ché vua lira, vua nuée, vua gio
s& cung cb thém lyc hat d6i voi du khach dén vai
noi day.

Khong gian sinh hoat xa hdi cia vua lua,
thiét ché vua lira dén nay van con gia tri trong
thuc tidn doi séng hién dai cho du khéng gian
dién xudng, khong gian té chirc nghi 18 di bién
dbi, thu hep nhiéu cho phu hop véi bdi canh xa
hoi moi. Song, nhiing gia tri tot dep ctia no nhur:
sdng hoa hop v6i tu nhién, tinh can cu lao dong
cua “vua”, moi truong thiéng trong cong dong,
gido duc dao dac va noi song t6t dep truyen
thong cua cha ong, sy doan két ciia cong dong,
la nhung diém nhan, khau két nbi gitra truyen
thong va hién tai, gitta con ngudi thuc va thé gisi
thiéng,... Qua d6, gitp nguoi dan tu chu, tu

cuong vuon 1én, gop phan gin giir, phat huy gia
tri van hoa toc nguoi trong boi canh mai.
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