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Ahsiract. Since 1990s, Japanese Studies in Vietnam have oblained many salient achievements,
especially in the studies of ecanomics, palitics, culture, history and the relationship between Japan
and Vietnam elc. In addition, a camparative approach to the studies of Japan and Vietnam is a
highly patential ditection.

This paper 1s divided inta two parts. The first part focuses on analyzing documents af the
villages in two Medieval Japanese shdens namely Oyama and Hine, which we have studied quite
carcfully. The ather part provides some initial comparative remarks on Japanese villages and
Vietnamese ones under the dynasties af Ly - Tran - Le. On the hasis of initial analysis, we have
found that documentary comparison (including historical, archealogical, genlagical maierials, etc.)
an the histary of the twa countries' villages is a patential study direction, particularly the issues an
village's regulations, organizations and the role of management apparatus, the functian of the
village's agriculture, handicraft and commerce, the role of antanomaus villages and combal
villapes in the wars, and the villages' spiritual lives, Hawever, whal matters naw is the method of
choosing malerial sources, objects of comparisan and study, criteria of space. time, and types... We

are in the hape of going on the details of this matier in the coming time.

Since 1990, Japanese Studies in Vietnam
have recorded salient achievements, especially
in the studies of economics, politics, culture,
history and the relationship between Japan and
Vietnam etc. In addition, camparaltive study is
considered to he a prospective appraach. By
analyzing same maternals on wvillages n
lapanese shiens in the medieval history and
comparing them with some malerials an
villapes of Viemam under the dymasties of Ly -

Tran - Le, this paper prapases some suggestians
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for the study of Vietmamese and Japanese
villages from a comparative approach.

1. Japanese villages in materials on shdens

The materials used in this paper to study
Japanese villages in the medieval history (12"
Century - 16" Century) were mainly dacuments
of propnetors and stewards of two shGens.
Oyamam and Hine"”. These were two shdens

"I Oyama helonged 1o the Toji in the southem valley of
the Oyama maountain in the province of Hyogo Oyama
had existed for aboul 700 years (B45-1508), including
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that had rich materials and their wvillage
structures changed slightly from the medieval
history until 1960s.

1.1 Village structure

Based on archeological and
histariographical analyses, most of Japanese
researchers agree that Japanese villages were
closely argamzed in the mid 1ime of Kamakura
(19" Century). Cultivators in these villages
were lacal peasants or resident peasants
(Honzaike) and some ‘nuicast peasants’.
QOutcast peasants were those who came fram
anc village to reside in another village. They
had a lower status than local peasants; they had
o live in the cutskirt of the village and were
attached with had lahles such as “person on the
nther side of the slope”. They were usually
discriminated and dislacated. Their houses
somelimces bumed hy the shden stewards or
they could be killed at worst. These were
described in the Report of Shaen Steward
Minamato Kannesada (Hinene village, Hine sh-
gen) an June 4™ in the fourth year af Shawa
(1315). “._there were house burnings and
killings: therefore, we had 10 stop reclaimation
g DL,

At that time, only local peasants were
permitied ta rent agricultural land and pay tax
to the landlords. They were called
nameholders®. An Enumeration on Cultivation
in Oyama Shaen on June 22" in the second year

three main divisions namely [chiftani, Nishitai  and
Kamoguki.

“' Hine, located near the city of lzumisana, belonged 10
the south of Osaka. Hine was prapery of Fujo family — the
rayal family and the descendani of Fujiwara family. This
manor had exisied or about 100 years {1234-1574) and
covered four main villages namely Trusuhara, lhara,
Hinene and Inyamada

"' Myoden, seido was intreduced in the 10" Century in all
arcas under the ceniral povernment and all shoens
Accordingly, lands were given 1o wealthy peasants called
namehalders with a predetermined tax.

af Bunpo (1318) dacumented areas and 1axes ir
detail of each nameholder. The case of the
nameholder Umanojo leyasu'™ of the Ichiitan
village (in Oyama shéen) was a good example:
[leyasu was given| 8 tan 20 shiro (about 0.9
hectare), in which 1 tan 30 shiro was in the
upper field with tax of 1 koku 2 1o, 3 tan and 3C
shiro was in the middle-level tield with the tax
of 2 koku 5 sho 2 go, 3 tan and 10 shiro was 1n
the lower field with the tax of | koku 4 1o 4
sha... Afier the payment to provincial salary
hudget was subtracted, the tax amount was 4
koku 6 to and 4 ga... {2, Document No. 152].

Nameholders in the traditional families
whose had a lot of land fields and the Owna
{(elderly people) were nominated to the Council
of Village (satanin — executives). The Council
played an important rale in arganmzing the
villape's acliviies such as  reclaimation,
production and irrigation system improvement.
It was wrilten in the documents of Nishitai
village {Oyama shoen) that the Council of
Village negotiated with its neighhoring village
of Miyada to make a contract {or wood-water
and land-water exchange in order ta maintain
their agricultural activities,

“Copy of the contract for vealer resaurce.
On land for water exchauge.

Including ! cho and 5 tan of land ficld with
a detailed drawings aitached.

The above mentioned land field i the
Nishitai village of Oyama shien helonged 16 the

) Anciemt lapanesc people used o have anly firsl names,
no family names. Family names were given 1o anstacratice
familics ar thase who served 1n the Emperar as titles ar jab
codes, known as Kabane. Names of Japanese people in the
medieval time hecame more complicaied. They included
bath titles and pesitions in the family. For instance,
Fujiwara Umanojo leyasu: Fufiwara was family name,
leyasu was first name and Umanopjo was re-writien fram
Lemonjo (a ranking title), which meant thar this man was
fram a ansiceralic family in the region. In the documenis
of Oyama shden, he was alsa known as Uemon Saburg
{another title), which meant that he was the 1hird ¢hild 1n
the family.
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Toje It s difficwdny 1o water this area of land
field,  therefore. we made this arca as a
concession ta the Mivada shaen in exchange for
water fine that went through Mivada shoen to
aur land. This contract, as deserihed in the
explanation of the residents in Ovama shoen on
Aprid 2"
villagers  exchanged wood  for water with

173, based on the precedence that

AMivada shaoen. Bail sudes had agreed with their
contrdet. Recentdy, Mo ada shoen and the upper
arca of the Ovama shoen have been i
disugreement. As a vesult, the wood exploitation
and water supply were cancelled Now, land
concession was made und woad exploitation
was resumted. Even though contract was made.,
vince the Negoroji and the jito'" Motokazu
defineated their boundany. the Negoroji has no
furest. Therefore, it has ta exchange | cho 5 tan
of land field for water source. [f no water is
allmved to use, lamd ficld must he returned...”
| 2. Document No 78]

In the medieval time, village's regulations
were nol systematized as those in the 17"
Century 10 19" Century but basic regulations
were formed such as regulations ta classify
upper. middle and lower fields, to categonze
land in the village including public land for
irrigatton system of the region; regulations flor
village secunty or penalties for offensive
crimes... Especially, regulations were
institutionalized by ediets of shoens owners ar
other warriors. These were a basis for

regulations of villages in 1the modem history.

" The term jiio stanied at the end of the 9™ Century with
Ihe meaning af local land and ficlds. For example, Ao
azukart dekoro indicaicd landlerds wha made land
concessions lo alhers and became shien stewards Then,
lhis 1erm generally referred 10 landlords 1n the 0™ and
11" Cemuries. In the year of Bungi {1185 Minamoto
Yonlomo requesied the Emperar 1a 1ssue the sialule 1o
issigned Aito, the stant of Jiteseido. Since the | 3" Century,
fito became a term 1o refer to warmiars wha had
:oninbutian 1o the lakyu dirorder (1321 and were seni 10
iccure shdens and fax collection

Let's take an example of the edict issued hy
Kujo Masamata to villapes in the Hine shoen
en April 6" in the year of Bunk: (1501).

“Edict:

{. Village officials are not allowed 10
prerext public duty to pester local residents.

2. Those including vitlage officials who
stead maore than 3 units of currency with clear
evidence will be immediately executed:

3. Fillage officials are not allowed 10
infringe  upon wives and maids  of other
nameholders " |1.p.12]

1.2 Awonomons village

At the end of Kamakura and the beginning
of the Muromachi {14" 15" Centuries),
autonomous villages stanted in existence In
Japan. Village pcasants requested landlards to
remove the mediate managerial system and
replaced il with their own willages’ notables.
These notables were respornsible for land
divisions, eunllivation activity reporls, tax
collections and payments to the landlords. This
ransiian was desceribed in the Contract aof 1.and
Managenal Righis 1n the lehiitani village of
Oyama shéen an June 14" in the second year of
Runpo (1318).

"A repart (o the Toj1 on annual tax payment
of Ichiitani wvillage of Oyama shden in the
pravince of Tamba.

including 8 cho 3 tan and 30 shiro, aof
which:

3 cho 3 tan was in the upper field with tax
rate af 7 10 § sho/tan

1 cho 2 tan was 1n the middle field with tax
rate of 5 1o 7 sho/tan

1 che 6 tan 30 shiro was 1n the lower field
with tax rate of 4 to 5 cho/ian

After categorized as upper, middle and
lower fields, a part of our lund was given to the
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Negaroji. Then, the tax rate applied solely was
1 kuko/tan. Bui there was a bhad harvest, the
Temple sent its representative to have a check
causing both the Negoroji and the village
troublesome. Tax rates are applied respectively
la each category of the land field as upper,
middle and lower field at the requesi of the
masses. Since then, despite bad harvests or
droughts, (ax payments musi be made in the
middle of every November._ .

June 14* second year of Bunpo
{/manojo (sigred)

Taira Shoji (initialed)””

Meizen (signed) |2, Doeument Na. 152].

During the warring time (mid. 15" Century
- mid. 16" Century), the Councils of Villape
played a very impartant rale in the village
defense. At that time, Notables were also the
heads aof graups of nameholders. They
negoliated with the proprietors or other warmiors
and were responsible for the village security.
The repart of the head of the Oyama shaen in
the forth year of Shawa (1315) documented that
inhabitants in Nishitai village followed ane
Notable, Yukioka Nyudo 10 coaperate with the
local warriars for protection.

“Response of the steward of Oyama shioen
on problems of the Cyama shoen

Yukioka Nyudo in the Nishitai village and
fellows took the fact that they did not have
money as a pretext not lo pay the tax to the
centrai Emperor. ..

The villagers requested io use money to pay
the tax of rice..

#T Ancient and medicval documents were usually sealed
by the persen whe prepared and the persan who was
respansible for the ducuments as we sign our docoments
nowadays. |1 was camman that documents were sealed by
the stamps but thc medieval lapanese used to sign with the
quill pens. These signalures were known as kao. Those
who ceould nor write would make a circle instead of
signing the decuments. These circles were known as
ryakuo, translated as the initial.

They based on the jitoseido. did not ohe
the rules and followed the evil gang'” Genzao..
[2, Document No.137].

I neceded, Notables were willing 1o gao o
the central government ar ta the neighbaring
villages 1o nepotiate far their villages™ henefits.
Documents of Hineno village recorded an event
an Seplember 3" in the year of Bunki {1501).
(I heanng that the warmiors fram the Negaoroji
(belonged 10 the termtory headed hy
Hatakeyama) prepared to attack Hinena village,
its Natahles discussed that “this is a mament of
deciding our survival. 1t 1s necessary to
negotiale (with the Negarop) and make a
concession {to avold war)..." [3, p.149]. On the
day followed, representatives of Hineno
submifted ta the Negaroji more than 200 kan [3.
p.154] which was equivalent la their annual tax

paymeni.

1 3. Combat Village

The wvillage militia was very impartant in
autenomous villages in Japan. The militia was
responsible for the mght patrals, fire and
criminal prevention. The documents af Hine sh-
den showed that the village militia was about 20
strong men, known as mura na bushi. Nolables
in the willages “...chase the elderly to lead the
strong yauths..." [3, p.258].

During the war time, the militias were main
forces to prolect their villages. They set up
guarding posts, send alarms af enemy to the
villages. They helped villagers to evacuate
properties and cattle, implement the plan of
“empty parden and deserted house”. On 26"
June in the second year of Bunki (1502), having
heard that their village would be attacked,
villagers aof the Hine shGen decided ta take

“I This term used by the central govermment and 1he
Rakufu 10 refer 10 |ocal self-armed gangs who did nat
obey the administration
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advantages at their wvillage's geagraphical
positian to set up the hattle 10 deleat the enemy.

residents tn the easiern part of Hineno
left the village und moved up 10 the mountainy.
The enemiy would attack from Tsuchimaru - a
small  gate into the village. Other three
communes wonld gather to attuck at the
Tsuchimaru at the request of the enemy.. ™ |3,
p.125].

On Seplember 2™ 1n the year of Bunki
{1501). an hearing that the enemy planned ta
altack the village, the leaders of the village’s
militia and the Council of Notables gathered to
discuss a plan 10 fight the enemy. ~ {villagers)
cractdte their properties, drive their horses
aend cows.. in the early morning the militia
pretended 1o go hunting bur they made an
ambush for the enemy.. [3,p.73).

1.4 Inter- village connection

The relationship between villages in the
same region was a special feature of Japan in
the medieval history. The relationship between
Nishita and Miyata was just intraduced in the
above. Even though they sometimes had
troubles in the use of water resource and the
wood cxpioianon, the fael that WNishitai
villagers used the waler line from the fields of
Miyada shéen during the time of Kamakura
indicated the cooperation hetween the two sides.

Documents of 1line also recarded the kumi
no go - the assaciation among villages during
the warring time. They apreed to let off flares as
a signal of beinp attacked ta call for help fram
others. “When the Negoroji starts to attack one
village, there would be a whir. Whenever a
wihir, other villages in the association would
come (o help. The whir was winded, all villages
mmediately came to help. . from now on, they
will come to help whenever needed  [3, p.R2-83].

When there was a natural disaster, all
villages in the association would cooperale to

overcome 1l. One gocd example of this
cooperalion was the fact that Hine shaen helped
Tsuchimura and Shobu of Iriyamada villape,
which was recorded in the documents of Kuja,
ane proprietar, an September 1" in the secand
year of Bunk: (1502),

YAt was heard that the flood had swept
away the water conduit of Tsuchimura and
Shobu to the Nagaiaki shoen. A help was
offered but they said it was not needed. But it
was difficult to repair the water conduit. All
people including children and the elderly from
Jour communes of Irivamada and from Hineno
came o help repair the conduit. More than 400
peaple were unable 1o complete the task
Therefore, manmy other people from the
neighboring Kami and Nagataki came to heip.
The Kami offered many kinds of wines to
celebrate their completion of the sk " [3.
p. 148

1.5, Cultural and spiritual activities

Many cultural and spintual activities of
Japanese were reflected in the documents of
Oyama and Hine shéens. Buddhist pagodas
were huilt in traditional resident areas (Choanyi
of Ichiitani and Ikejiri) or in important areas of
the water resource (Shipporyuji of Hineno
friyamda). Some pagodas were the headquarters
of the villages or shdens (Chofukwji of
Irnyamada). Each farmly had its own pagada in
the villages such as that of the Muhenkoji of the
Minamoto family. In addition, each village had
its own genie temple (Oyuscki Temple in
Hineno, Hachiman in Ichiitani) and many
shrines in the borders among villages to
worship the earth genies, sainokami, jizo.

Village festivals were celebrated in four
seasons in accordance with agncultural
celebrations which greatly influenced by
Chinese culture such as the festivals to pray for
good harvests and rains, to thank the God of
Agmiculture etc. Documents of Qyama shden
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did nnt recorded any af these festivals but thase
festivals were many times recorded in the
daeuments of Masamolo. One af them was the
festival 1o pray far rain on July 20" in the year
of Bunki (1501): “. . due ta the recent drought,
now maonks from Shipporvuji of the Inunaki
mountain came io pray for rain. If the drought
continves, the pray will be held at the Poryuji.
If ne rain, the pray will he at the Bat Dong
Minh Vuong. Still no rain, a hane or a stag head
wifl be thrown into the stream. It is said that if so,
rain will not be impossible., | [3, p.56].

One of the hggest festivals of Japanese
people was the Umbon'". This festival was greatly
significant ta the pecple of the Hine shden, where
lhey used to face with wars, epidemics, natural
disasters. Therefore, 1t was annually held from the
11" to 16" of the 7" month of the lunar calendar.

“.on the 11" night, Tsuchimaru villagers
worship and pray in front of the pagoda. On the
12% night when the moon is clearest, Ogivillagers
will take their turn to worship and pray in the
front garden. on the 13" night, villagers of
Funabuchi come 0 worship and pray in the
garden. After worship and pray, they perform a
variety of dances. They perform these activities
very well On sceing these celehratiors, (1
thought) their skills and ialents were so
marvelous... on the 15% night, when the moan is
clear, villagers of Shohu worship and pray in
the garden_. an the 16" night Ogi villagers and
some of Tsuchimaru villagers continue to
worship and pray in the garden while the
Tsuchimaru and the Ogi the Shobu and the
Funabuchi are dancing together.™ [3, p.55-
56].

——

Urabon is z trans!alinn of Ulmabana, meaning the pray
for uman, This is similar 1o the Buddhist haliday held
annually an 15" of thc 7" manth af 1he lunar calendar. In
lapan, this fesnval used 10 be held 13™ -15™ af the seventh
manth af the lunar calendar but today 1t 15 held differenly
In variaus lacatians and can be in the 7% and 8" manth of
the lunar calendar,

In the context of unstable life during th
warring time, these festivals helped lo connec
people and reflected immartal living strength o
lapanese villagers at that time.

2. Some camparisans with villages in Victnam

In Vietnam, even though nol very many o
materials on Vietnamese village's structure, anc
culiural and spiritual activities in the time of [y
- Tran - Le dynasties were preserved, othe
materials such as historical hooks, epitaphs and
researches show that Vietmamese villages had
many similarines with those of Japan. Some
rescarchers have compared village’s repulations
and beliefs between Vietnam and Japan [4,5].
The following seclion is to provide some
comparisons between Japanese villages in the
medieval history and those of Vietnam under
the dynasties of Ly - Tran - [ e,

As above analyzed, Japanese willage
structure was rellected in documents of which
served as a forerunner of wvillage legal
regulations. Vietnamese wvillage structure was
partly reflected in the village regulations and
convenlions which started in the 14" and 15"
Centuries and well develaped in the 16" - 19"
Centurigs. Inhahitant structure was also divided
into onginal or local willapers and aulfcast
villagers. Outcast willagers had a lower stafus
than that of local villagers. The willage was
managed by the willage officialdom which
included a village chief (Xa 1ruong) and some
other posls (Xa i, Xa giam). These positions
were selecied by the villagers and they were
prestigious, wealth and lileracy like satanin 1n
Japan.

In the 13" - 16" Centuries, in Japan. one
border termitory was established by some
nameholders whose lands were close to each
other. ‘This border territory was led by a chief
who was elderly and had a lot of land. People in
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this territory cooperated 1 cultivabion, lax
collection and controlled each other. At the first
glance, this terntory scemed to similar Lo the
Gigp in Victnam with male members and its
activity went beyond the village administrative
boundary. However, Giup was a community
based on family lincage and its main activity
was 1o cooperate in weddings and funerals;
whereas. the border territory in Japan was more
inclined to cooperating in productive activities.
It is hoped that there would be more matenals
on the horder territory of Japan to compare it
with Giap in Vielnam.

The cconomics of the medieval shoens n
Japan mainly based on valley agriculture while
Vietnamese agriculture at that time based an the
large river della but the function of agricultural
villages in boih Vicinam and Japan was quite
similar, The willage was to mangec its
cultivation,  tax reclaimation,
irrigation, and to overcome nafural disasters and
to {ight against thc enemies. In addition, 1t was
also to combine agricultural activities with
handicrafl and trading activities.

collection,

The militia in Japan was murd no bushi
(young and strong men) led by the taishu. The
militia in Vietnam was Tuan dinh, tuan trang
{village guard men), who were at the age of 18
and 45 and formed the Tuan phien (village
mpht patrol group). The group was headed by
Xa giam, Khan phu or Truong tuan [4, p.282-
283]. The militias™ duties on both Vietnam and
Japan were similar. They had lo patrol, secure
the village and prevent criminals at the peaceful
time. At the war time, they were the armed
forces to protect their villages.

Autonomous and combat wvillages were
clearly reflected in the documents of both
Oyama and Hine shens and they were alsn the
images of villages in Vietnam. The term “evil
gang", existed in the documents of the Oyama
shden in the 14" - 15" Centuries, referred to the
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local self-armed group who did not obey the
rules and the administration. The Ming also
uscd the same term to refer to the village self-
armed groups in Vietnam in the 15" Centuries.
It was recorded in Bink dinh Giao num lue of
Khau Tuan that “evil gangs emerged like the
nushroom after the rain, only Giao Chau was
pacified” |6, p.282]. The documenis of Hine sh-
gen also recorded the fights between the
villagers and the warnors by evacuating peaple
and caltle in the Hineno wvillage. They
implemented the plan of “empty garden,
deserted house™ and enticed the enemy into the
mountain of Iriymada to attack the enemy.
These pictures of combat villages remmded of
combat villages in Victnam during the Lam Son
Uprising such as Mac Village (Loc wvillage,
Dong Ninh Commune, Dong Son Dist,, Thanh
Hoa Pravince), the home of Nguyen Chich The
Mac Village was the site for the military
exercises of the insurgent army and it is well
known by the historical relics including Con La
co, Con Trai cong, Con Phao, Con Luoi kiem,
and the structure of three forces and rearguards
that frightened the Ming enemy to death so
much that “the enemy did not dare to come (0
Dong Son” [6, p.183-279].

The combal villages were found in the
epitaphs in the villages of Yen So and Dac So
(formerly known as Ke Gia or Co So in Hoai
Duc, Ha Tay). The epitaphs documented rich
information about the combat villages. Since
the 6™ Century, in the uprising of Ly Bi, Ke Gia
was well-known with the General Ly Phuc Man
who made a great contribution to the national
liberalization against the Liang enemy in the
year of 524 and baltles in Cuu Duc (Nghe Tinh)
and Duong lLam (Ba Vi, Ha Tay). After his
death, the 10" of March was taken to celebrate
Hoi Gia festival which demonstrated the
participation of villagers in Ly Phuc Man's
battles. In the 13" Century, in the Tran
Dynasty’s resistances agamnst the Mengols, Ke
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Gia became the frantier. The Complete Annals
of Dai Viet documented that “in the period of
Nien Phong (1251-1258) of the Tran Dynasty,
the That Da: (the Mongolians) invaded the
country, when entered this area [Ke Gial. their
horses could not move and they were defeated
hy the villagers In the perind of Trung Hung
{1258-1293). the enemy invaded the country
again.  They destroyed evervthing and
everywhere but that area {Ke Gial was static”
[7]. Epitaphs in Quan Gia alsa characterized the
battle against the Mongal as such “the enemy
was surrounded hy the fire circle which got
more and more closed and destroved the
enemy . [8]. located several dozens of
kilometers fram the Thang Long Palace and
with brilliani tactics, Ke Gia pcople bravely
kept the enemy out of the village and defeated
thern.

Dacuments of Iline shden recarded the
associatians ol villages knawn as kumi no go in
one regian. The kumi no go was also founded in
Vietmam but it was called the inter-village
association. In the resistance against the Ming
enemy, these inter-villape associalions actively
participated in weapon and food transportation
and attacking the enemy The good example
was the association of five villages namely Yen
Hoa, Ha Vi, Nam Xuang, Dang Nham and
Chau Xuyen (in Bac Giang town). These
villages participated in surrounding the Xuonpg
Gian citadel of the enemy for six months and
defeated it 10 days hefore their military aid
arrived 6, p 288).

Cultural and spiritual aclivity in villages of
the Hine shden is also an interesting topic and it
has similarittes with that of Vietnamese
villages. The system of temples of deities,
Ruddhist papedas, and shrines was a special
characteristic ol Japanese behef system but it
also had many similarities with the system of
village's temples, Ruddhist pagadas and shrines
of ancient villages in Vietnam.

Village festivals and agriculiural
ceremonials were papular images to the people
of the water rice agriculiure. The Shusei festival
in every January for luckiness and good
harvests in Japan was similar to the Khai ha
festival in Northern villages of Vietnam; the
Shen Nong festival and Sekimai festival in Apnl
of Japan were similar to the Ha Dien festival in
June of Viemam_ The Lunar July full-moon day
for “pardaning homeless souls™ in Vietnam and
Japan are both Chincse original; the New Rice
festival is celehrated in August in Vietnam and
in September in Japan: hoth Hotak: festival of
Japan and Thuong Dien {estival of Vielnam are
celebrated in November. Far the recover from
natural disasters, both Vietnam and Japan have
their own festivals such as Praying for Rain
festival in Japan or Nhuong thu festival in
Vicinam.

In a nutshell, thc camparison af villages in
Vietnam and Japan shows that villages in both
countries were influenced hy the agricultural
land possession in the Oriental system including
possessions of the governments, villages and
individuals. The structure, functian, aclivity and
regulanon of villages 1 both Victnam and
Japan are similar. Particularly, the functians of
production, reclaimation, irrigation system
improvement and aof fighting the outside
enemies were very clearly documented.
However, Japanese villages since the 14"
Century had a higher autenomy and
independence and the individualization of
agricultural land POSSESSIONS strongly
developed as a result of shden system in the
medieval history. Whereas, the governmentai
and collective possessians remained in a long
period, the individual possessions were mainly
landowners and the relatianship between the
landowners and the tenant farmers.

The akove are some initial discussions of

the paper in the siudy af villages in Japan's
shoens in reference with villages in Vietnam.
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The comparative study af villages in Japan and
Vieinam 1s considered as a highly polential
approach. The paper welcomes comments and
discussion from rescarchers and thase who are
interested in this topic.
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