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T he m ean ing fu ll re la tionsh ip  b e tw een  lan g u ag e  and  Area Studies is accep ted  a tru th . As 
ano ther d iscip lines, language  is one of objects of A rea Studies. M oreover, no t on ly  object bu t 
language is a h e lp fu l m eans in this d iscip line . This p ap e r deals w ith  the ro le of lan g u ag e  in Area 
Studies d u rin g  it 's  deve lop ing  h istory , from  th e  beg in n in g  w ith  O rientalism  of E u ro p ean  Scholars 
to present.

T he p ap e r consists of tw o  parts:
1. L anguage  as a m ean of A rea S tudies
2. L anguage  as a object of A rea S tudies
Each p a rt is d iv id ed  into tw o periods: O rien ta lism  of E uropean  Scholars an d  A rea Studies after 

the Second W orld  W ar w ith  the su m m ariz in g  ev idences about the role of lan g u ag e  as a m ean of 
Area S tudies, as w ell as su m m ariz in g  subjects of lan g u ag e  stud ied  in Area S tudies.

The relationship and in terdependence 
between language and area studies seem  to 
be obvious. Researchers of area studies and 
language all accept this m eaningful 
relationship. Like other subjects such as 
literature, history, politics, economics and so 
on, language is one of the objects of area 
studies. H ow ever, unlike the above subjects, 
language is not only the object bu t also an 
im portant m eans of area studies. In this 
article, the author does not attem pt pu t 
forward a new interpretation about the 
relationship betw een language and area 
studies, b u t only w ants to exam ine area 
studies systematically from the historical angle.
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1. Language as a means of area studies

2.2. Orientalism of Europeans

M any evidences have proved that at the 
start of area studies on Europeans' 
Orientalism , language was considered as the 
first im portant m eans of helping researchers 
be aware of and discover a new  land.

1.1.1. Teaching Oriental languages became an 
important policy in churches and missionary schools

This originated from  the idea of 
penetrating the O rient in order to carry out 
m issionary w ork by the languages of Oriental 
people. M any scholars think that O rientalism  
w as considered to come into the world officially 
in 1312 w ith the event that A ustria Council of 
Churches m ade a decision to found m ore
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departm ents fo r teaching Arabic, Greek, 
Judaic Syriac in Paris, Oxford, Bologne, etc. 
A t cle 11 in th is  decision stipulated that it 
was necessary to  establish the departm ents 
f teaching, Judaic, Greek, and Arabic in 
main universities. The acceptance of this 

tide  of the A ustria  Council of Churches 
showed that together w ith the W esterners' 
*cl a ot carrying m issionary w ork in the East, 
there was the idea of penetrating new lands 
by local languages. This has significant effect 

the history of the developm ent of Area 
studies in terms of m ethodology. The time 
O rie n ta lism  came into the w orld is a m atter 
that hasn't been un ited  and it is not dealt with 
h re The author only cites this event to show 
that the decision to teach and learn Oriental 
1 nguages was considered as an event to 

ark the foundation of a scientific discipline 
•ailed Orientalism at that time. In addition, 

any missionaries and culture researchers 
'onsidered "the learning of Arabic as the best 
tool to convert A rabians..." (Raymond Lull). 
Thus in fte early time, the W estern 

ithorities oi the Christianity were aw are of 
the role of ajiguage as a m eans of penetrating 
new lands aid governing them  as well as 
widening m drow n restrictions.

2 1 2 ỉtidựing local languages is 
Qriertdifts fa t  step to enter their career in 
studying O'iei tủism

When Orientalism as a discipline was 
initially lfim ed  in the 18th century, 
Orientalsts 3tưted their career by learning 
and studyn; Driental languages. A nquetil's 
p u n ey  to / s â  (1736 - 1805) which resulted 
in tiie fcaisatons from A vesta into French, 
'ảuc a and 0 ink the two hemispheres of human 
>enus aid introduced into our schools 
Fra'ic’) kiơveảge about civilizations which 
>xis£Ci pra lo tg  time". His translations first

m ade Europeans see the im portance of Asia 
intellectually and  historically, and helped 
them  understand  m ore about the legends and 
spaces of Asia. These values affirm ed the role 
of language as a tool to understand  a region.

O ther O rientalists of the first generation 
such as W illiam  Jones, Sylvestre de Sacy 
learnt to becom e influent in Oriental 
languages w hen  they started  their careers. 
Before leaving England for India, Jones had 
been proficient in Arabic, Judaic and Persian. 
Therefore, he could collect, restrict and turn 
the East into a research field of Europeans 
quickly and effectively. Sylvestre de Sacy, the 
first and only professor at that tim e taught 
Oriental languages at school, so did 
professors of m ost O rientalists in Europe. He 
said, "Arabic is the most effective tool for me to 
discover the East" [1]. M aybe, Sylvestre fell 
into the absolutization of the role of Arabic in 
O rient Studies, b u t this originated from 
unilateral aw areness of the O rient scope of 
O rientalism  in Europe at the early time. The 
East at that tim e w as equivalent to M iddle 
East, some scholars added  India to this scope. 
However, w e can 't help accepting the role of 
language and the effectiveness of language 
know ledge in Sacy's career. He becam e the 
only one w ho translated the announcem ents 
of N apoleon Expeditionary Arm ed Forces 
into Arabic, becam e the au thor of a series of 
Arabic gram m atical and phonetic works, 
other w orks related to studies on epitaph, 
cast coins, and  the form ation of Arabian 
family nam es. In Sacy's career, language 
played the role in the effectiveness, 
usefulness and  its pow er in Orientalism  in 
particular and A rea studies in general.

N ot only for European bu t also for 
American O rientalists after the Second W orld 
War, language becam e a m eans to set their 
foot on new  lands. Before replacing France
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and Britain in the central position of the 
w orld 's learning (and of course in the 
political position), Am ericans' experience in 
the East is still limited. In term s of genealogy, 
m odern Orientalism  of A m ericans originated 
from know ledge taught at O riental language 
teaching schools for A m erican Army, which 
w ere founded during  and after the war. In 
American social sciences, learning and 
studying language as a foreign language is 
only a m eans to achieve a higher goal. 
However, the Am ericans are always aw are of 
the role of language in their Area studies, ỉn 
1958, a report on the research situation of 
M iddle East Research Institu te had a main 
point as follows: "Russian universities are 
training people to speak Arabic fluently. Russia is 
aware of the importance o f attracting human 
beings through their mind by using their own 
languages. The United State o f America needs to 
develop its foreign language learning programs 
soon"[ 1]. Therefore, learning foreign languages 
became part of tender penetration into native 
residents and a m eans for A m ericans to be 
aw are of an area called the East, which they 
w ere still strange to at that time.

1.2. Language as a means o f modern area studies 
after the Second World War

1.2.1. Proficiency in native language is the 
target for students of area studies

This is the m ost im portan t target in area 
training and studies after the Second W orld 
W ar in American and European universities. 
The training program s in a series of area 
studies training establishm ents such as the 
University of California at Berkeley, H arvard 
University, Stanford U niversity, Yale 
University, and H ow ard  U niversity in 
America, Oxford U niversity and Cam bridge

in England Kyoto U niversity  Tokyo 
University and Osaka U niversity  in  Japan li 
reflect this [2-8]. In deed, w h en  studying one 
society or one cu ltu re  Without being 
proficient in the language of that society it IS 
really difficult for researchers Conversely 
w hen studying a language  without being 
closely connected w ith the  society or th 
com m unities using th a t language th 
learning values will decrease. This must be 
strictly com plied w ith because cf approaches 
and research m ethods of irodern A 
studies - field works or field research All th 
trends of m odern area studies after til 
Second W orld W ar w ere bu ilt on the basis f 
field research [7], This requires language as 
the first m eans and it is integral.

The above target is mentioned even in 
higher education. To introduce tie  learn 
standards of area studies of tie  Qual'ty 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education in 
Britain, language ability is m eitbned as a 
standard in Area studies =>ducatio 
According to this standard system, a 
studies training program s are tie places to 
create the best opportunity  tc reach th 
proficiency in native languages a different 
levels and it is an im portant tcol for \  
researchers [9], This is a renra'kible thing 
because in the area studies edicition at hi h 
level, not all places attacks speca inpcrUn 
to language. In our opinion, ir  Vietnam this 
shortage is considerable in aei stud 
training establishm ents at higie tducaiion 
In reality, no training establishment at higher 
education in Vietnam continues riiintaiii 
the teaching of native languegts or holds 
activities that help students rronve t i  ■ 
native languages. This leads tc he fact ihat 
after two or three years at higie educat 
learners' ability to use natvi language
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gradually falls into oblivion. The m aterials of 
the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education in Britain show  that this country 
has 106 area studies training and research 
establishm ents in universities and in research 
institutes. A part from 19 American Studies 
establishm ents which d o n 't teach native 
language, 87 establishm ents teach native 
languages for a considerable period of time [10].

1.2.2. Native language as an important means 
of Area studies for researchers

David L. Szanton [8] affirmed the role of 
language as the object and m eans of the 
discipline when he m entioned general 
features of the concept of "area studies". 
From his point of view, "area studies" should 
be understood as a concept that describes a 
group including fields and learning activities 
with the general features as follows: 1) deep 
studies on languages, 2) field research in local 
languages, 3) careful studies on history, 
points of view, docum ents and explanations 
of the localities, 4) examining, discussing, 
criticizing or developing fundam ental 
theories based on specific observation, 5) 
m ulti-discipline discussions related to m any 
social sciences and hum anity. This is a 
m eaningful and reasonable sum m ation, the 
consequence of this country in area studies 
for a half of century full of difficulties after 
the Second W orld War. This sum m ation is 
widely accepted not only in America but also 
in m any other area studies research 
establishm ents all over the w orld. Of course, 
they can discuss some m atters such as how to 
arrange features related to approaching 
m ethods, objects and contents of research in 
terms of scope. O r should the prior order of 
m entioned features such as deep studies on 
language be arranged? But in general, the

existence and content of every feature do not 
need discussing?

Tansm an, A. [11] m entioned  indirectly the 
role of language in a different way. He 
thought that area studies is a form of 
translation. The w ork aims a t reaching the 
interpretation, analysis and explanation of 
foreign country cultures th rough  a prism  of 
multi-disciplines. In other w ords, "the 
interpretation, analysis and explanation" of 
another culture is translation. Basically, it is 
an effort to aim at m aking suppositions, 
meanings, structures and driv ing  forces of a 
culture or a society become easy for the 
people belonging to tha t culture or society. In 
his opinion, the right translation of any 
docum ents - even a poem, a speech or a social 
event - all requires serious efforts to 
understand  structure, m eaning and driving 
force of that docum ent. That docum ent 
should be pu t in its ow n language and 
history, in the relation w ith previous 
docum ents and m odern  situation. His point 
of view contains m any senses. It not only 
heightens the strength  of native language 
proficiency in Area studies, b u t also implies 
the lim itations of A m erican area studies in 
particular and A m erican social sciences in 
general. That is the im position of concepts, 
theories and m odels w hich used to come into 
the w orld in W estern situation on the rest of 
the w orld. This is the m istake which area 
studies at a start - O rientalism  of Europeans- 
used to make.

Area studies in Japan also m entions the 
learning of native languages as the first 
content in preparation  for area studies w ith 
the m ethod of field research [12]. According 
to Kataoka, to use and exploit docum ents, it is 
necessary to have the language ability to read
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and in terpret these docum ents. The processes 
of carrying out field research in localities 
need a series of m anipulation  such as 
designing research, reading docum ents, 
recording survey results, interview ing local 
residents and so on. Therefore, learning 
native languages is the first requirem ent.

2. Language as the object of area studies

2.1. Language studies in area studies at the start

An im portant achievem ent which 
O rientalism  of Europeans in the 19th century 
has left for the linguistics of m an kind is the 
com ing into being of the historical 
com parative m ethod in linguistics. At the 
start of Orientalism , w ith the am bition of 
u nderstand ing  m ore about India than any 
European countries, W illiam Jones first 
im plem ented his research career w ith the 
construction of a list of research objects 
during  his stay in India. The list show s that 
there w as the presence of philosophy in 
poetry and rhetoric. Jones as well as other 
O rientalists only had  the purpose of 
com paring gram m ars to facilitate Europeans' 
understand ing  of O riental languages w hen he 
started  language studies. Through com paring 
Sanskrit w ith W estern languages 
system atically w ith a m ethod which w as later 
called historical com parative m ethod, he had 
conclusions related to the restoration of the 
origin of European languages. His w ork 
show ed that m odern O rientalism  at first had 
profound philosophy and m ethodology, had 
deep effect on the m ethodology of m odern 
linguistics in particular and m odern area 
studies in general. That is the com parison 
research m ethod. Its first purpose is to affirm

that the origin of Orientalism  was the basis of 
European languages at that time. He wrote, 
"No m atter how old it was, Sanskrit had a 

m iraculous structure, it is more fully-done 
than Greek, m ore plentiful than Latin and 
m ore precise than the tw o above languages, it 
is closer to the tw o m entioned languages, 
both in roots of verbs and gram matical form. 
This closeness is so much that every writer 
believes that they share the same origin when 
examining three above languages [1].

Following closely W illiam Jones was 
Ernest Renan with the studies on Semitic 
languages com pleted in 1847 and was first 
published in 1855. Until now a few people 
have know n this works, bu t it was considered 
as the first com prehensive research on 
Orientalism  by scholars at that time. "Studies 
on Semitic languages" was considered as the 
significant contribution to the developm ent of 
Indian-European linguistics family. Prior to 
that time, they had found the existence of 
language idea was granted by God. After the 
language studies of Jones and especially of 
Renan, this thought gave way for the 
scientific thought which was sum m arized on 
the basis of com parison and the scientific 
restoration of language origin. For linguists in 
Orientalism  studies in the 19th century, it was 
impossible to describe language as the result 
of sacred and supernatural strength. The 
notion of "prim itive language" or "original 
language" created by hum an beings at that 
time was a logical result of research for years. 
Since it came into the world, this notion has 
never existed as a controversial theme. At 
that time, people accepted the so-called 
"original language" which couldn 't be 
reproduced and only could be reproduced 
through "processes of philosophy". A lthough 
the political purposes were represented in
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this way or another in w orks, scholars still 
considered that "for Renan, the research on 
Semitic languages w as the sym bol of 
Europeans' and R enan 's dom ination  in the 
East". Exam ining it from  scientific aspects, he 
was considered to be a talented linguist and 
m ake great contribution. T hat contribution 
not only w as represen ted  in language 
discoveries b u t also in the creation of new  
scientific aw areness based  on the O riental 
language im portance in Europe.

It is possible tha t great linguistic 
discoveries in com parison gram m ar of 
Sylvestre de Sacy, W illiam  Jones, and Ernest 
Renan w ere due  to ancient b iographies w hich 
w ere brought to Paris and  London from  the 
East. It was not baseless w hen E. w. Said 
thought that m ost of O rientalists s tarted  their 
career by study ing  philosophy and the 
consequence of this ph ilosophy  revolution 
gave b irth  to Sacy, Jones, Renan, etc. and their 
students. Linguistics in E uropean O rientalism  
is really a com parison subject based on the 
theoretical prem ise tha t each language 
belongs to a linguistics fam ily of Indian- 
E uropean and Semitic language families.

In the mid-1800s, E uropean  O rientalism  
becam e a great learning treasure. O ne of the 
fam ous products in  this treasure is tw o books 
Dỷ Jules M onl -  the secretary of the Asian 
Association in Paris - w ith  the title 'T w en ty  
seven year history of O rien t studies". For 
these 27 years, all the w ork  of E uropean 
scholars on Asia w as w ritten  in "O riental 
studies" by M onl. H is note-taking w as related 
to a great am ount of publications on the East, 
especially researches on  such languages as 
Arabic, som e languages in India, Judaic, 
Assyrian, Babylon, M ongolian, Chinese, 
M yanm ar, Java. A ccording to Monl, the list of 
researches for these 27 years could not be

counted [1]. This show s that the position 
language ou t of the objects which Orientalism  
and  area stud ies used to study  at a start and 
this position  w as m ore affirmed in the period 
w hen researchers were always aw are that by 
and  th ro u g h  languages, they could 
u n d erstan d  and  discover more profound 
know ledge (such as culture, society, hum an 
races, etc.) in each region.

In term s of methodology, language 
researches in European Orientalism  m ainly 
used  com parative m ethod on the basis of 
docum ent studies. We will realize clearly that 
this is one feature of the language research 
m ethod  in O rientalism  w hen it is pu t in the 
contrast w ith  the language research m ethod 
in m odern  area studies - the period of time 
after the Second W orld War.

2.2. Language studies in modern area studies

The object is language which linguists 
considered from  tw o angles: (1) studies on 
the features of a language in order to facilitate 
the teaching of native languages in area 
stud ies tra in ing  program s; (2) studies on the 
language of a region (local language or 
fam ilies of languages) in social language 
research program s.

From  thè form er angle, m odern Area 
stud ies con tinued  to follow its prim itive 
stud ies w ith  the analysis and recognition of 
phonetic, lexical features, especially gram m ar 
system  of a language in order to find out the 
rules and  principles in a language system  to 
help learners s tu d y  m ost effectively. In the 
later period, w hen the dem and for training 
and  stud ies on different areas in the w orld 
developed  rapidly , researches on language 
from  this angle bloom ed. The research view 
poin t of Szanton, D. L as m entioned in 1.2
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also show ed that language not only w as the 
norm al object of Area studies, b u t also the 
object that needs "studying  deeply". Only 
from  the examples of language research 
achievem ents in D epartm ents of International 
studies and Area studies in California 
Berkeley University (Am erica) and 
C am bridge University (Britain), w e can see 
that the num ber of publications on language 
studies at least is dozens of books, a num ber 
of theses at different educational levels, 
articles and researches on language am ounts 
to hundreds [13].

In terms of content, in troducto ry  w orks 
and researches on native g ram m ar account 
for a considerable am ount. For exam ple, for a 
few years, the centre for South Asia stud ies in 
California at Berkeley released a series of 
researches on gram m ar of native languages in 
Southern Asia such as "A n In troduction  to 
H indi G ram m ar" by Usha Jain, pub lished  in 
1995; "An introduction to Sanskrit L anguage" 
by Robert p. Goldm an and Sally J. Sutherland 
Goldm an, the third ed ition  in 1999; 
"Interm ediate H indi Reader" by U sha Jain, 
published in 1999, and so on. Som e British 
Area studies such as "A G ram m ar of Tariana, 
from N orthw est A m azon" by Latin A m erican 
researcher - Arnold J. Bauer; "G ram m ar of 
Somalia by Nicole Kruspe, w hich d rew  m uch 
attention were all published in C am bridge 
University Press. In addition, the researches 
which aim at facilitating the acquisition of 
native languages at the conferences on 
im proving the quality of tra in ing  and  area 
studies in all countries are various and can 't 
be counted.

Language in area studies in the p ast and 
from the former angle are m ainly  researched 
in texts, but now  scholars publish  m ore and 
m ore researches in the direction  of

sociolinguistics, pragm atic and sem antic 
analyses, conversational and cultural analysis 
am ong regions and researches on speech 
com m unity. The w ork  requires that language 
be p u t in its social context. This is the later 
angle w hen exam ining language as the object 
of area studies program s. W hen only 
m entioning "Survey of English Dialects" of 
C am bridge U niversity  for 10 years from 1962 
to 1971, w e can see the atten tion  of the area 
studies for native languages in regions are 
considerable. This survey  program  is present 
in m ost of English native languages in 
different areas such as N orth  America, 
C anada, N ew  Zealand, Iceland, and 
Southeast Asia w ith  dozens of publications 
which record the resu lt of the survey in each 
area [14]. These surveys focus on a series of 
issues such as situation, language policy, 
language planning, especially bilingual, 
m ultilingual situations, and language/native 
language contact, both  geographical native 
language and  social native language. In 
different Area stud ies establishm ents, studies 
on language/ regional native language in this 
direction h av en 't becom e a system , bu t they 
have had certain achievem ents. A nother 
exam ple is that the researches on Chinese 
native languages in H ong  Kong, G uangzhou, 
Shanghai, etc. by A m erican scholars come 
from  the C entre for Chinese Studies at 
California U niversity  such as Bauer Robert 
w ith  native language G uangdong, Ball J Dyer 
w ith  native language of M acau, M atisoff Jame 
w ith  native language of Lahu, Me Coy John 
w ith  native C antonese in H ong Kong [15].

Language as the object seen from  the 
second angle is p resen t in a general research 
on the scenery of an area. The researched area 
in this p rogram  is usually  sm aller than a 
nation, it m ay be a territory, a district, a
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com m une or even a village and language 
variants in the area are exam ined in the 
situation of that area and in the relation with 
the variants in the neighborhoods and the 
national language of that area. This is the 
scope to w hich attention has been paid to by 
m odern  area studies in recent decades and is 
becom ing a m ain research trend.

In term s of m ethodology, language 
studies in m odern  area studies is not only 
represented in w ritten  docum ents which are 
ancient bibliographies and any kind of 
docum ents (language research), but also 
m ainly based on sources of living m aterials- 
speech (speech research). This originates from 
the research trend  of both  sides: 1) The trend 
of linguistics research in the post-structural 
era is the speech research and language is pu t 
in context; 2) the trend of m odern area studies 
is to give up  the research m ethod of 
"politicians in arm chairs" in order to carry 
ou t field research. In com parison w ith the 
language studies in the previous period, it is 
possible to call this a feature in this period 
and also an advance. These m ethods do not 
exclude one another, bu t can exist together 
for their joint purpose.

3. Conclusion

Language in area studies is only a relative 
clarity from  tw o angles as m entioned in this 
article. Dialectically and flexibly, it is 
necessary to understand  that it is impossible 
to m ake clear tw o kinds of language: one is a 
m eans and the other is the object of area 
studies because of the m utual relation and the 
ability of exchangeability betw een them. In 
the developm ent history of area studies, 
a lthough not too long, b u t not too short,

language alw ays expresses its role that cannot 
be replaced. This role is alw ays affirm ed and 
becomes a m ethodology requirem ent which 
areas studies in any era, any institution and 
w ith any purpose always com plies w ith as a 
protection for its existence.
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