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A bstract. For the first tim e in history, the C om plete W orks of the N ational A ssem bly, Volum e 1 
(1945-1960) shall disclose w idely  the docum ents p roduced  by the N ational A ssem bly and  the 
S tanding C om m ittee of the N ational A ssem bly du rin g  the process of excrcising its function as the 
h ighest elected bo d y  of State pow er of the D em ocratic Republic of V ietnam . M ost of the 
docum ents disclosed in V olum e 1 are original ones w hich have been  collcctcd an d  selected from  
the N ational A ssem bly A rchives m ain ta ined  at the N ational A rchives C enter III. T hese docum ents 
constitute a valuable source of h istoric lite ra tu re  that g reatly  facilitates the s tu d y  on theories of 
bu ild ing  a new -m odel sta te  in Vietnam .

To im plem ent Resolution No 731/ NQ- 
UBTVQH11 dated October 6, 2004 of
Vietnam 's Standing Com m ittee of the 
National Assembly on disclosing the 
Com plete Works of the N ational Assembly 
tinder the guidance of the publication 
Council, including N ational Assembly 
leaders and National Assembly Committees, 
the National Political Publishers released the 
2006 publication which has been highly 
respected by readers. Because this is the first 
time the Standing Com m ittee of the National 
Assembly has decided to publish the 
Complete Works of the N ational Assembly 
which is a complete system  of the National
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Assembly docum ents over the last 60 years. 
The purpose of publishing the Complete 
W orks of the N ational Assem bly is to reflect 
objectively and honestly the process of 
organization and operation of the National 
Assembly and its organs from  1946, reflecting 
our nation 's proccss of construction and 
developm ent, and provid ing  historical 
docum entation precisely and systematically 
for the study on theories, compiling the 
history of the N ational Assembly, 
propagandizing and cultivating the traditions 
of V ietnam 's N ational Assembly for cadres, 
Party m em bers and people, especially young 
generations [1, p .7].

As is known, only 4 m onths after 
President Ho Chi M inh had proclaimed the 
D eclaration of Independence in Ba Dinh
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Square on Septem ber 2nd, 1945 to found a new 
Vietnam, the general election was organized 
successfully in order to select our nation's 
first N ational Assem bly [2, p.33-34]. It was 
the first National Assembly of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. The first National 
Assembly m ainly operated in the condition of 
V ietnam 's W ar of Resistance against the 
French Colonists (1946 -1954) and several 
years after the restoration of peace until the 
second National Assembly election on May 
8th, 1960. With an over 14 year term, the first 
N ational Assembly held 12 sessions and 
prom ulgated hundreds of docum ents in 
order to im plem ent its functions, tasks and 
pow er of the highest elected body of State 
pow er of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

The Com plete W orks of the National 
Assembly, Volume 1 (1945 -1960) are the 
docum ents prom ulgated by the first National 
Assem bly (except 12 docum ents of the 
N ational Congress in Tan Trao in 1945, which 
w ere considered as the precursor of the 
N ational Assembly) so as to carry out the 
w ork assigned by the voters nationw ide. Of 
366 docum ents published in the Complete 
W orks of the N ational Assembly, Volume 1, 
308 docum ents are collected and chosen from 
the National Archives Centre No III and the 
rest are collected from the Com plete W orks of 
the Vietnam C om m unist Party, the Complete 
W orks of Ho Chi M inh and the Vietnam 
N ew s published in the past. These docum ents 
are also collected from  the Archives of 
Vietnam Com m unist Party  and State.

The first N ational Assembly m ainly 
existed and operated during  the W ar of 
resistance against the French Colonists, 
Therefore, the conditions and the m eans to 
produce and m aintain docum ents were so 
difficult. More than 300 docum ents

m aintained in the archives are collected and 
chosen to disclose in the Com plete Works of 
the National Assembly, Volume 1 (1945 -  
1960). A lthough the num ber of docum ents is 
m odest, they are precise and lively historical 
m arks about the activities of Vietnam 's 
National Assembly in the first term. The 
docum ents disclosed in Volume 1, m ost of 
which were collected and sought for from the 
archives and are first chosen for wide 
publication in order to m eet different social 
dem ands.

First of all, it is a source of historic 
literature which have high reliability so as to 
study the history of the form ation and 
developm ent of the highest elected body of 
State pow er in particular and the history of 
building and developm ent of a new-model 
state in Vietnam in general. In the opening 
speech and the report by President Ho Chi 
M inh in the first session of the first National 
Assembly on M arch 2nd, 1946, he said, "This 
National Congress is the first time in 
V ietnam 's history. It is the result of the 
General Election on January 6th, 1946 and the 
general election is the result of our ancestors' 
sacrifice and struggles, it is the consequence 
of Vietnamese people's solidarity, fortitude 
and struggle ..."  [1, p.41] Also in this session, 
the National Assembly founded the wartime 
coalition governm ent to "be determ ined to 
lead the people to carry out a w ar of 
resistance against the French colonists, to 
im plem ent the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, and to bring about freedom and 
happiness for the nation" [1, p.40]. This is 
really the State of the people, by the people 
and for the people as President Ho Chi M inh 
had stressed m any times.

The situation of the w ar w as so arduous 
and fierce, so m ost activities of the first
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National Assembly w ere m ainly through the 
Standing Com m ittee of the National
Assembly. This is represented in the 
docum ents of the N ational Assembly and the 
Standing Committee of the National
Assembly disclosed every year. For example, 
all 26 docum ents were prom ulgated in 1946, 
but 13 docum ents were prom ulgated by the 
Standing Committee of the N ational
Assembly in 1947, and only 5 docum ents
were prom ulgated by the Standing 
Committee of the N ational Assembly in 1952. 
In general, from 1946 to 1954 before the 
restoration of peace, the total of disclosed 
docurr.ents were 146, m ost of which w ere by 
the Standing Com m ittee of the National 
Assembly because during  the nine-year w ar 
of resistance against the French Colonists 
(1946 - 1954), the N ational Assembly held 
only three sessions in March, N ovem ber 1946 
and December 1953. The major tasks of the 
National Assembly were solved by the 
Standing Com m ittee of the National 
Assembly in order to im plem ent its focus in 
this period on consolidating the governm ent 
and speeding up the w ar of resistance against 
the French Colonists to com plete success.

After the restoration of peace, from 1955 
to the term ination of its term  in m id I960, the 
first National Assembly held nine sessions 
more regularly. The num ber of docum ents 
produced to serve the w ork of the National 
Assembly increased considerably and 
am ounted to 208 docum ents disclosed in 
Volume 1, in which there are such im portant 
docum ents as law on press regulations, law 
on regulating the freedom  of gathering, law 
on guaranteeing the freedom  rights of body 
and the im prescriptible rights of houses, 
objects, letters of people, law on labour union, 
law on the organization of local governm ents

and especially the Constitution of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam  in 1959...

In this period, the m ission of struggling to 
im plem ent seriously the G eneva Agreem ent 
and the general election for the national unity 
w as represented in such docum ents as 
Resolutions, Declarations and Appeals of the 
National Assembly for com patriots 
nationw ide as well as peace-loving people in 
the world, etc. At the sam e time, the missions 
of building the Democratic state of people, 
restoring the econom ic developm ent, 
com pleting the land reform  and correcting 
the faults, expanding relations w ith foreign 
nations, etc. were represented in many 
docum ented printed in this Volume 1.

Most of the docum ents disclosed in the 
Com plete W orks of the N ational Assembly, 
Volume 1 (1945 - 1960) w ere collected and 
chosen from the archives w hich are first or 
sparsely disclosed in the daily new spapers or 
in other docum ents (such as the Vietnam 
News, the Com plete W orks of the Vietnam 
Com m unist Party, the C om plete W orks of Ho 
Chi Minh). They are the original ones which 
the Editorial Council take into consideration 
and choose carefully, especially the 
docum ents which are dim m ed and lost their 
w ords because of time or prim itive printing 
Technical errors. M any old and difficult words 
are clearly noted for users.

Of 354 docum ents, 308 docum ents 
collected from the N ational Achieves Centre 
N o 3 are edited and disclosed in the 
Com plete W orks of the N ational Assembly, 
Volume 1. They are not only a valuable 
source of historic literature bu t also im portant 
docum ents for study  and sum m arizing 
experience in building a new -m odel state in 
Vietnam in the im plem entation of the tasks of 
the N ational and D em ocratic Revolution and
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the Socialist Revolution in an 
underdeveloped agricultural nation as 
Vietnam. This will certainly contribute to 
enriching the treasure of genera] theories of 
the M arxism and Leninism.

For the disclose of great docum ents, the 
w riting of the research tools to help users so 
that they will not have to look for other 
docum ents while still understanding 
correctly and precisely the disclosed 
docum ents is extrem ely im portant. The 
introduction of the publishing house, notes, 
guidance paper of p roper nam es and the table 
content of the Volume 1 of the Complete 
W orks of the N ational Assembly are useful 
and convenient for readers. Through these 
research tools, users can understand  the main 
purpose of the disclosed docum ents and 
w here they are collected and chosen from, 
w hat their degree of accuracy is, etc. 
H owever, the research tools of the Com plete 
W orks of the N ational Assembly, Volume 1 
haven 't satisfied readers' expectation. For 
example, there are only 16 notes related to 
some organizations (apart from notes of 
proper names, nouns, etc. in the final page) 
are incom plete because m any organizations 
and events should be clearly noted so that 
people w ho d id n 't go through this historical 
period can understand  them . We can take the 
followings as examples: Vietnam Catholic 
U nion in the South (p.192), China Advisory 
Board of Political N egotiation (p.241), 
Cam bodia N ational Liberation Com m ittee 
(p.370), etc. For the docum ents w ithout date, 
they can't be noted because "the originals 
w ere not dated" (p.143, 199, 293, 308, etc.), 
bu t they need verifying. The guidance paper 
of proper nam es is a b it too little.

O f 354 docum ented collected and chosen 
to disclose in the C om plete W orks of the

N ational Assembly, 308 docum ents collected 
from the N ational Archives Centre No 3 and 
are noted "Achieved in the National Archives 
Centre No 3" are not com plete and practical 
w hen we need to check and com pare with the 
original ones. In principle, w hen disclosing 
stored docum ents, we m ust instruct clearly 
"the address", including the following 
information:

- N am e of the storehouse in Archives
- N am e in Archives
- N am e or Index of files
- Pieces of disclosed docum ents
Indicating clearly the address of

docum ents will help readers check and 
com pare quickly and precisely the disclosed 
docum ents w ith the original ones in the 
record w hen necessary.

If the chronology of events is compiled 
additionally, the Com plete W orks of the 
National Assembly, Volum e 1 disclosed this 
time will become m ore convenient for users. 
In term s of time, the guidance paper 
systematically presents the m ain events of the 
National Assembly (including the National 
Congress in Tan Trao) consisting of three 
m ain factors as follows: time - event - page 
N o (the events of the disclosed documents). 
This is the annals which readers pay special 
attentions to w hen getting access to great 
volum es of docum ents that contain m any 
historical events such as the Com plete Works 
of the N ational Assembly, Volume 1.

For the first time it presents itself before 
readers, the Com plete W orks of the National 
Assembly, Volume 1 (1945 - 1960) is really a 
valuable book because these m aterials which 
are stored w ith  strict security precautions in 
the N ational Archives Centre are w idely 
disclosed to serve the historical research, 
sum m arize theories and educate the
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traditions of revolution for Vietnamese 
generations at present and in the future. On 
the other hand, disclosing this book also 
satisfies the rights of being inform ed of the 
operation of the highest elected body for 
citizens in particular and our nation in general.
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