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THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE FRENCH PEOPLE 
DURING THE RESISTANCE OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE 
AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONISTS WHICH LED TO THE 

VICTORY OF DIEN BIEN PHU

It is  possible to confirm that from the 
outbreak of World War II to the spring of 
1944 when the resistance against Fascism  
in France was coming to an encl. in a 
context that everv connection between  
France and Vietnam  w as nearly disrupted, 
the French C om m unist Party did not know 
anything about the developm ent of the 
Revolution in V ietnam . From the sum m er 
of 1940 to the victory of the August 
Revolution in 1945, the Indochinese 
C om m unist Party w as com pletely  
separated from the outside world and all 
connections w ith the French Com m unist 
Party were cut off. Et tine Fajon. a member 
of the the French Com m unist Party 
Politbureau stated: “I d id  not think the 
steering committee (of the French 
Communist Party) knew anything about 
Indochina" (1, p. 61). EỈ1C Mignot, a 
standing mem ber of the Colonial
Com m ittee o f the French Com m unist 
Party from A ugust in 1945 also admitted: 
‘7/1 1945 and Ĩ946, we had very little 
information o f Vietnam . We knew the 
August Revolution through some pieces o f 
news in the newspapers. These pieces o f 
information were not sufficient for
understanding the situation happening in 
Indochina” (1, p. 62). Raymond Barbe, a 
standing m em ber of the Colonial
Com m ittee from the sum m er of 1945 
added: “As far as I  know, until the uprising
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which led the Viet M inh to power in 
August and  September in 1945, the French 
Com m unist Party had not had any 
information for evaluating the situation o f 
the war in Indochina. Only after a few days 
when newspapers announced that the Viet 
M inh was in power, I was told by 
Vietnamese comrades in France that Ho 
Chi M inh usas Nguyen A i Quoc, who had  
been well-known to the leaders o f  the 
French C om m unist Party. As soon as the 
news was confirmed, it was immediately  
sent to the leadership o f the French 
Com m unist P arty"  (1. p. 70).

M eanw hile, the design  of the French 
Im perialists to reoccupy colonial countries 
(including Indochina) had revealed quite  
early. Even w hen World War II had not 
ended and France had been invaded by the 
G erm ans, the provisional republican  
governm ent of France (the R esistance  
governm ent) in A lger led by Com m ander 
De G aulle called for a m eeting  in 
B razzaville (the Congo) to d iscuss colonial 
issu es  (from January r '  to February 8th in 
1944). At the m eeting, the idea of 
liberating colonial nation s w as ignored. 
R ene P leven, rep resen tative of the French 
provisional governm ent, announced  
frankly th at “under French Im perialism , 
there were national issu es  to be liberated  
and there w ere no racial d iscrim inations to 
get rid o f (...); the overseas nations knew  
nothing o f national independence except 
the national independence of France.” (1,
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P.73-74). By A ugust 1944 w hen Paris w as 
liberated, the G overnm ent of the 
résistants, which had ju st won a victory for 
the nation, issued an order to estab lish  an 
army led by Commander Leclerc and th is  
army was assigned with the mission to 
move towards the Far East to fight against 
the last allies of H itler -  the Japanese  
Fascists. After France had been liberated, 
the De G aulle governm ent issued  
Ordinance on the future of Indochina  
(March 24th in 1945). This docum ent is, in 
essence, the restoration of the colonial 
regim e in Indochina. In that historical 
context, m any French com m unists could  
avoid being ideologically influenced. The 
thing that needs to be confirmed  
im m ediately is that before then the 
relationship betw een French com m unists  
and the Revolution of V ietnam  had been  
close and had gone through the m ill in 
many historical periods. Red A ssistance, 
the struggle com m ission for releasing  
political prisoners carried out many fierce 
fights against brutal terrorist actions by 
French Im perialists at the beginning of the 
1930s. Then in 1936 and 1937» the French 
P eop les Front w ith com m unists working 
as activists stood side by side w ith  
Revolutionary fighters and the V ietnam ese  
people to fight for basic democratic 
interests.

Because the relationship betw een the 
Indochinese C om m unist Party and the  
French Com m unist Party w as disrupted  
for a long tim e and partly because the 
political situation  of France and the world 
after the liberation of France (France had  
just won the victory over facism and there  
was an inner sp lit am ong the political 
alliance of forces of the four victorious 
superpowers) determ ined the policy of the 
French Com m unist Party on colonial 
countries in general and on Indochina in

particular, that is, com bining the 
progressive forces in the m other country 
w ith those in the colonies to fight for new  
dem ocratic rights. This policy show s that 
the targets of the French Com m unists by 
th at tim e were like those o f the Democratic 
Front period, they were unable to realise  
the fact th at there had been many changes 
in the political life of the peoples in the 
colonial and dependent nations. Ejien 
Farong’s speech at the Congress of the 
French C om m unist Party held in June,
1947 can be quoted to illustrate the idea at 
that time: uIn  the general situation o f the 
world at the moment, the French Union is 
still the best organization for the 
im plem entation o f the aspiration o f the 
colonial peoples with the assistance o f the 
French working class and the French 
people (...). Please stay with us in the 
French Union!'

In that specific historical context, the 
French C om m unist Party could not have 
the right policy on colonial countries. 
H ow ever, there were quick changes after 
Septem ber 2nd, 1945. Through electric 
waves» the D eclaration of Independence 
w as transm itted  to every corner of the 
earth. On behalf of the provisional 
governm ent of the Dem ocratic Republic of 
V ietnam  and the V ietnam ese people, 
P resident Ho Chi M inh solem nly declared 
“Vietnam  went away from French 
Im perialists' relationship and abolished 
the privileges o f France in Vietnam  ’ (5, p. 
21). At the sam e tim e, P resident Ho Chi 
M inh also announced incisively in the 
world uVietnam has the right to enjoy 
independence and freedom, arid in fact has 
is an independent and free country. The 
entire Vietnamese people have determined 
to devote all their spirit and forces, their 
lives and wealth to holding fast to that 
freedom and  independence” (5, p. 22).
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Right after that, there were changes in 
the words o f the French C om m unists’ 
papers. The politbureau o f the French 
Com m unist Party advanced an 
announcem ent on Septem ber 20th and then  
organized a m eeting on January 12th. 
O bviously, at the end of the last three  
m onths in 1945, the French C om m unist 
Party w as aw are of their backw ardness in  
updating inform ation. But it w as not until 
spring 1946 that the links betw een  the two 
parties were established. On Novem ber 15th, 
1945, the Central C om m ittee of the  
Indochinese Com m unist Party issued  the  
Directive on nation-wide resistance, in  
which it predicted that after the general 
election in October» 1945, the French  
C om m unist Party would be the strongest 
force in the French Parliam ent. On March 
9,ht 1946 as soon as the Prelim inary  
A greem ent had been signed by V ietnam  
and France, the Central C om m ittee of 
Indochinese C om m unist Party decided to 
establish  contacts w ith the French  
C om m unist Party in order to carry out 
concerted actions. Then, on April 4 th, 1946, 
the N ational A ssem bly delegation  of the  
Dem ocratic Republic of V ietnam  led by Mr. 
Pham Van Dong arrived in France and 
there w as a m eeting betw een  the  
V ietnam ese delegation and Mr. M uarice 
Thorez. Mr. Jacques Duclos and Mr. Andre 
M arty on M ay 7‘h, at the head office of the  
French C om m unist Party. At that tim e, 
the steering com m ittee of the French  
C om m unist Party w as accurately and  
sufficiently  informed of the situation  in  
Vietnam . B ecause o f lack o f inform ation  
before th at tim e, m isunderstanding w as  
caused by som e th ings such as the  
announcem ent of the Indochinese  
C om m unist Party th at “it dissolved itse lf’ 
in Novem ber, 1945 the new s w as clarified. 
The “confidence” and “m utual agreem en t”

of two parties were set up. Later, when 
answering interviewers about the 
restoration of the relationship between the 
two parties of leading the National 
A ssem bly delegation to France in April,
1946, the delegation leader, Mr. Pham Van 
Dong, confirmed: “Yes, it was” There were 
no other possibilities. We had close 
contact...We made great efforts to inform  
the French Com m unist Party o f the 
situation, the French Com munist Party 
became a big party but it could not 
understand everything1' (1, p. 71).

Right after that, the L /H um anite\ a 
newspaper of French Com m unist Party, 
considered the Prelim inary Agreem ent as 
the m anifestation of “a realistic policy’ of 
the French governm ent. After that there 
was a num ber of articles carried in the 
new spaper dem anding the French 
governm ent to expel reactionaries and 
im perialist-m inded soldiers from the 
expeditionary army and send to Vietnam  
dem ocratic-m inded ones to fight against 
the policies of colonial monopoly 
capitalists. The French Com m unist Party 
actively fought aga inst the schem e for 
separating South V ietnam  from Vietnam  
and raised its  voice to expose Thierrry cT 
Argenlieu “  High C om m issioner of France 
in the Pacific region and M ax Andre’* the  
delegation leader at the conference who 
was representative of corporations and 
Indochina Bank during the Fontainebleau  
conference.

As for us, we put no hope in French 
Colonialism. A lthough our governm ent 
signed the Prelim inary A greem ent with  
representative of the French governm ent 
to set up foundations for an official 
agreem ent, the standing com m ittee of the 
central party issued the D irective entitled: 
“The current situation  and our policy” 
(March 3rd , 1946). After analyzing the
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cunning schem es of French Im perialism  
and their lackeys, our Party finally  
confirmed: %iI f  the French keep the self- 
governing policy on Indochina in 
accordance with the declaration on March 
24th , 1945, we will carry oat our fight 
against them and we will carry out a long
term resistance against them , using  
guerilla warfare. We will stop fighting i f  
they recognise the independence o f 
Indochina," (6, p. 44). Together w ith  
making clear the primary principles of the 
negotiation betw een V ietnam  and France, 
which are independence and cooperation  
on the basis of equality, France had to 
admit our people’s rights to independence 
and self-control, we recognised the right to 
station tem porary o f the French army in 
Vietnam. The D irective em phasized that  
‘T h e most im portant th ing is that w hen  
negotiating with France, we not only  
continued preparation, but also w ere  
determined that w e did not allow the  
negotiation with them  to wear down the 
fighting spirit of our people” (6, p. 46). 
Three days after the agreem ent had been  
signed; the standing com m ittee of the  
central party also issued  a Directive  
entitled: "Reconcile to advance (March 9th,
1946) in order to m ake clear the reason  
why we needed to be a friend of France, 
criticizing the erroneous tendencies which  
might occur in officials, party m embers 
and people, w atching out in case the  
French Colonists would break their  
promise, and take advantage of dộtente  
and actively prepared for the resistance  
throughout the country.

A few days after the Prelim inary  
Agreem ent had been signed» the  
reactionaries in France and Indochina 
broke their promise, restively trying their  
utm ost to underm ine the negotiation, 
intentionally cutting off every dộtente.

These actions forced our people in the 
whole country to stand up to fight against 
the enem ies. On December 19l\  1946, 
President Ho Chi Minh issued an Appeal 
to the whole country to carry out the 
war of resistance against the French: 
“We want peace and we make concessions. 
But the more concessions we make, the 
nearer French Colonialists come to us 
because they are determined to invade our 
country again.

No! We would rather sacrifice 
everything than lose the country and be 
slaves” (6, p. 86).

At that tim e, there were many 
noticeable even ts in France. In January,
1947, V incent Auriol, a member of the 
Socialist Party won the election and 
becam e P resident of France, the cabinet of 
Paul R am adier w as set up and there were 
five m in isters who were m em bers of the 
French C om m unist Party in  the new  
governm ent. The French Com m unist Party 
still kept on fighting for a peaceful solution  
to the Vietnam issue  and demanded the 
governm ent of Ram adier to negotiate with  
the governm ent of Ho Chi Minh. In spite of 
the fact that the French Com m unist Party 
w as a big party in France at that time, it 
was not strong enough to gear the political 
direction for France.

H ow ever, under the pressure of the 
struggle of the French people and the 
French C om m unists and with the fierce 
counter-attacks of the V ietnam ese army 
and people, the French Colonists had to 
change their schem e. In March, 1947, 
Em ile Bolaert w as appointed to be 
C om m issioner in Indochina. On the 
surface, h is “m ission” w as for peace but in 
essence h is presence w as to finish the war 
by a m ilitary attack to crush our regime 
and then  played the “Bao Dai card” in 
order to establish  a puppet government
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which w as the lackey of them . To cope 
with a new schem e of the enem y, on July  
15th 1947, the standing com m ittee of the 
central party issued the Directive: "What 
did Bo-la say? "A n d  "What do we have to 
do? " to show clearly: Ẽ\Every force o f our 
nation is encouraged to fight against the 
French Colonist ss scheme -  "use the 
Vietnamese to fight against the 
Vietnamese' and prepare to fight against 
the enemy's great attacks in the coming 
months: "military victory helps political 
success" (6, P. 144‘145). The Directive 
confidently concluded: "We are not lonely. 
Only when we unite closely, the whole 
people carry out the war o f resistance for a 
long tim e , and we have the right policies, 
we will certainly w in . Then, it is not the 
enemies such as B 0‘La who can pose 
conditions upon us, but it is the unity and 
fierce struggle o f our nation and o f the 
French people that, will force French 
reactionary colonists to surrender ‘ (6, p. 
144-145).

To im plem ent the D irective of the 
central party dated October 15, 1947 (to 
smash the winter attack o f  the French 
enemy), (6, P.146-161), our army and 
people in all battlefie lds nation-wide 
cooperated closely with the army and 
people in Viet Bac to fight w ith  fortitude 
and win a glorious victory, w hich fostered  
the confidence of the army and people 
throughout the whole country to achieve 
the final victory in the long resistance war 
of V ietnam .

At th at tim e, in France, the fight of the 
alliance forces against the political policies 
of the French Com m unist Party became 
more acute. Prim e M inister Ram adier 
decided that five m inisters who were 
com m unist party m em bers had to resign  
from the governm ent. In that situation, 
although the French C om m unist Party

made a great effort to fight for a peaceful 
solution, obviously the balance of power 
did not allow the French Com m unist Party 
to create essen tia l changes. However, the 
French Com m unist Party made the right 
decision which w as dynam ic and flexible: 
no lim itation; that w as, the Vietnam issue 
w as not lim ited to the scope of two camps 
in the world. From 1947 to 1954, the 
French Com m unist Party attem pted to lay 
bare to the French people that the war in 
Indochina increased France’s dependence 
on America and was threatening the 
independence o f France; and at the same 
tim e the Party made the French people 
understand that the fight for peace in 
Vietnam  w as closely related to the 
protection for France’s independence from 
American Im perialism . The new spapers of 
the French C om m unist Party such as 
L 'H um anité' and France Nouvelle carried 
many articles which dem anded French 
C olonialists to put an end to the war in 
V ietnam , to negotiate im m ediately with 
the governm ent of Ho Chi Minh and to 
make clear the in terests o f Vietnam  and 
France. At the Parliam ent m eeting, 
d elegates who were m em bers of the French 
Com m unist Party raised their voice to 
condem n the fighting factions. At the 
m eeting on January 25th, 1950, the female 
comrade Jeannette  Vermersch angrily  
condem ned the fighting factions: 44You 
forget that the Vietnamese people are living 
in their own country. They are not 
invaders, but you yourselves are... It was 
not the Vietnamese people who dropped 
bombs in Marseille, it was you yourselves 
who dropped bombs in Hai Phong... Do I 
feel indignant?Yes, it is me who feel 
indignant. I  am  indignant when. I think o f 
millions o f children being hungry and 
living in poverty, when I think o f millions 
o f proletarians who are being exploited by
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you; Yes, I  am  indignant because most o f 
the members o f  our Parliam ent are 
imperialists...” (1, p. 220-221). French  
social organizations (such as G eneral 
Confederation o f Labour, W omen Union, 
and Youth Union) carried out various 
forms of fighting such  as collecting  
signatures to dem and for peace in V ietnam  
in order to hand over them  to m em bers of 
city councils, m em bers o f Parliam ent, 
m inisters, governors...; m eetings and 
dem onstrations w ere held  in  the whole 
country; organ ising m eetings under the 
nam e “We are for V i e t n a m French  
m others dem anded the French governm ent 
to return to them  their children w hen they  
are alive, not w hen they  are in coffins; 
they wore m ourning for their children; 
organizing ballot-box to dem and peace for 
V ietnam , etc.

Also at th at tim e, from 1949 to 1953, 
there were m any ch an ges w hich were not 
favorable for the im p eria lists in the world 
as w ell as in V ietnam . The C hinese  
liberation arm y m oved to the south to get 
close to the northern border o f V ietnam . In 
1950, the war in Korea broke out and three 
years later the A m erican Im peria lists and 
their henchm en had to w ithdrew  into the 
South. In V ietnam , the resistan ce war 
against the French developed  into a new  
stage, the border provinces in the north  
from Cao B ang to Lang Son w ere all 
liberated. The A m erican Im peria lists took 
advantage o f France’s m iserable situation  
in V ietnam  to in terfere in Indochina. The 
shadow of A m erica w as covering the  
independence of France. H enri N avarre  
adm itted: "The most dangerous th ing o f 
American aids was its political purpose ... 
American aids have interfered more deeply 
in our work, and the consequence is that we 
will lose Indochina even though their aid  
may help us w in the war in th is region” (4).

In that situation , for the sake of 
in ternationalism  and of the national 
in terests of France, the French Communist 
Party sped up the stru ggle  to end the 
invasion w ar in  V ietnam . The demand 
they raised at that time was stronger; they 
could not rem ain  a t propaganda level, 
rather they had to carry out more active 
struggles. In response to the appeal by the 
French C om m unist Party, the French 
G eneral C onfederation o f Labour launched  
dem onstrations at the ports w here there 
w ere sh ips loaded w ith  w eapons and 
equipm ent to Indochina. From M arseille, 
Toulon, Le H arve to D unkerque, Angler..., 
everyw here there w ere dem onstrations of 
the w orkers aga in st loading com m odities 
on sh ips to V ietnam  in sp ite  of the 
suppression , punishm ent, and even arrest 
and im prisonm ent o f reactionary 
governm ent. The stru ggles o f the port 
workers as w ell as other struggles 
throughout France w ere a lw ays connected  
w ith the dem and for peace, for the 
w ithdraw al o f the French expeditionary  
army from V ietnam , and for negotiation  
w ith the governm ent of Ho Chi Minh. 
R epresentative of the fierce struggle 
m ovem ents of the French people and 
w orkers at th at tim e w ere Mr. Raymond 
D ien who lay on th e  railw ay to prevent 
trains from carrying w eapons to Vietnam  
(February 24th, 1949) and the cam paign to 
dem and releasin g  H enri M artin, a member 
of the French C om m unist Party who used  
to be present at the b attle field of 
Indochina. W hen com ing back to France, 
he denounced th e crim es o f the French 
invaders in V ietnam . D uring three years 
(1950*1953), th e  com m unists, the working 
class, the w om en union and the youth 
union o f France carried out various 
struggle activ ities. T hey m ade the case of 
H angrim axtan  becom e the fuse resounding
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the Vietnam issue  am ong the people of 
France and constituted  the strongest force 
in every place in the countryside and cities  
of France to struggle for peace in 
Indochina. The good feelin g  and conscience  
of the French people, including m any  
in tellectuals who w ere anti-com m unists, 
were aw oken in the fight aga in st the dirty- 
war which the French C olonialists were 
carrying out in Indochina. F inally, facing  
the fierce struggle m ovem ents of the  
people, the French P resid en t had to give 
order to release Henri M artin. The 
ƯHumanité" joyfully confirm ed that it w as 
a noble victory o f u n ity  and of the  
activ ities to protect freedom  and peace for 
Vietnam.

At th is tim e, in the battlefield  of 
Indochina, the French expeditionary army 
fell into more and more m iserable  
situation . The V ietnam ese people and 
arm y cooperated closely  w ith th e arm ies of 
Laos and Cambodia to speed up encounter- 
attacks in all battlefie ld s, liberated m any 
areas, caused more dam age to the French  
army, and d isin tegrated  the puppet army. 
France w as on the brink of a disaster. 
France could not carry out the w ar alone. 
It w as obvious th at anyone who w as the  
leader o f France at that tim e would have  
to adm it the fact (1, p. 291-292). On April 
27th, 1953 w hen Paul R eynaud had ju st  
come back from Indochina, he reported  
bitterly to P resident V incent Auriol: “7 
th ink i f  we continue bleeding in the war in 
Indochina , we com m it a crime against 
France” (2).

On May 7th, 1954, the entire w inter- 
spring w ar (1953-1964), w ith  the peak  
w hich w as D ien B ien  Phu cam paign, ended  
successfully . O nly one day after D ien Bien  
Phu cam paign had ended, th e  Indochina  
issue  w as m entioned at the G eneve  
conference. At th a t tim e, th e  w arlike

governm ent o f Joeph Laniel was 
overthrow n by the parliam ent of France 
and the new governm ent of M ende France 
held power w ith the approval of 
com m unist parliam entarians. Soon after  
that, French com m unists tried their best 
to expand the front aga in st the war in 
Indochina. Their activ ities w ere not only 
positively  responded by French people and 
religious organizations but also created  
strength  to change the a ttitu d es of the 
people who were by nature anti-com m unist 
such as A lbert Sarraut, Edouard Daladier, 
Edouard Herriot, and even the French  
Prim e M inister M endes. M any m eetings  
w ith ten thousands of people to dem and for 
peace in V ietnam  w ere held during the 
conference. The French C om m unist Party 
criticised tim ely  the design to occupy more 
land in the south  of V ietnam : “to cease fire 
is the prerequisite for a long-term peace 
and there cannot be long-term peace 
without political solutions. I f  the French 
government thought that they could cease 
fire and carry out negotiation together with 
encouraging the policies o f building the 
bases for America's invasion around  
Democratic Republic o f  Vietnam, it Ivas a 
great m istake” (1, p .303). The French 
C om m unist Party w as determ ined to 
object to the design  of the French  
C olonialists in th e South o f V ietnam . The 
design w as th a t V ietnam  w as separated  
and la titude No. 17 w as considered as a 
strategy  frontier.

The resu lt w as th at on Ju ly  20th, 1954 
the G eneva A greem ent on Indochina was 
signed and it w as obvious th at the French 
com m unists m ade a great contribution to 
that success. For the French com m unists, 
the victory in D ien B ien Phu and the Paris 
conference w ere considered as the shared  
success o f both th e French and the  
V ietnam ese people. At th e  m eeting on July
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22nđ, 1954 in Parist Jacques Duslos
explained: “This victory is not the result of 
the good want o f some people, but it is the 
result o f peoples activities which isolated 
the reactionary government o f America in 
France, and it made capitalists expose 
differences in their interests in contrast 
with the interests o f the capitalists directly 
related to America" (1, p. 310).

For the French com m unists, peace 
restored in Vietnam  and Indochina in 1954 
was the great victory of peace in the world. 
To understand the stature and significance 
of this resistance war of the French people 
under the leadership of the French 
Com m unist Party, it is  possible to quote 
the general judgm ent o f a French historian  
as follows:

"In Vietnam , although the fighting  
against the colonists had existed before 
World War II. there have never been any 
wars which lasted so long a time from 1944

to 1954... It can be concluded that the 
struggle against the war in Indochina was 
first initiated by the French communists, 
then it became the peoples first long- 
lasting resitance against French 
Colonialsm  ’ (1, p. 394).

With its  own active and great 
activities, the French Com m unist Party 
radically im plem ented a thesis on the 
coalition betw een the national liberation  
m ovem ents in colonial countries and the  
revolutionary party in the mother country. 
In the spirit of th is m eaning, a thorough 
investigation into the activ ities o f the 
French C om m unist Party and the French 
com m unists who stood side by side with  
the V ietnam ese people in the nine-year  
resistance war (1946*1954) w ill contribute 
to consolidating and strengthening the 
mutual understanding and fostering the 
friendly relations betw een the two parties 
and the people of the two countries.
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