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After four years o f  implem enting the 

cooperative activities, the m eeting jointly  

organized by the four m ajor  Bast Asian

universities (V ietnam  National University, 

Hanoi (V N U ) Beijing University (BU), 

University of  T okyo  (U O T ) and University o f  

Seoul (DOS) in Seoul, South Korea, is a

significant event. This is a good chance for us 

to review the achievem ents, draw useful 

experiences, and discuss further plans o f  

action.

As far as VNIJ, Hanoi IS concerned, it is 

possible to affirm that It  is very useful to 

establish a network o f  four m ajor  East Asian 

universities, organize annual meetings,

exchanges and conferences  in each m em ber  

country.

Not only has the role o f  East Asian values 

been m entioned, but the importance and impact 

of the values on social life also have been 

discussed for a long time. T heir  values are not 

only limited to the East Asian cultural space, 

but they arc also know n and recognized to the 

rest of the world. W hat seem s to be new in our 

activities over the past time is that 

administrators and scholars from the leading

’’ 1 Prof Dr Sc , Vietnam National University, Hanoi

t raining and research  centres  in the East Asian 

countries  have been offered an opportunity  to 

exchange  their  experience  and research results 

in o rder  to unders tand  better  their ow n values, 

and m ore im portan tly , to look for new 

directions to bring into full play positive 

aspects o f  these values in the process o f  their 

national deve lopm ent. At the sam e time, 

through direct exchanges  and contacts, the 

relations am ong  the four universities will be 

c loser and expanded .

The b iggest ou tcom e we have gained after 

the exchanges  is that we understand more 

deeply  East A sian  values which are not only as 

a  ca tegory  that the social sciences and 

hum anities  are concerned  with, but a lso as an 

invisible and ex is t ing  factor in fluencing  all the 

activities o f  the peoples in East A sian  societies. 

As a result, it is not easy  to understand fully 

and correctly  its East A sian  values.

East A sia is a regional notion whose 

geographical location is not difficult to define, 

but its cu lturally  co n d en sed  values created by 

inhabitants o f  this region over the long 

historical p rocesses o f  thousands o f  years, 

pervasive sphere  and influence on the
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development process in each location have still 

been a mystery.

Culture includes all that are created by 

human beings to maintain and develop their 

lives. In their turn, hum an beings are under the 

influence o f  natural conditions, ecological 

environment and historical situations. In a 

sense, culture is regarded as the result o f  the 

process o f  creative adaptation and behavior 

made by mankind towards the nature and 

environment. Therefore, in addition to the 

shared values in the East Asian region, it is 

necessary to realize the m ultiform  and diversity 

o f  East Asian culture.

From the geographical-cultural angle, 

Vietnam is located at the crossroad o f  

Southeast Asia. It is the bridge connecting two 

major civilizations: the Chinese and the Indian, 

and contacting different cultural currents. Due 

to historical conditions, V ietnam  has been in 

close contact with East Asian cultures. The 

East Asian values in Vietnam, therefore, 

should be considered as an am algam  of 

Southeast Asian characteristics and East-Asian 

cultural norms. This characteristic explains 

why Vietnam is seen as the bridge between 

East Asia and South East Asia.

In Vietnam, we are always aware of the 

fact that hum ans beings are the decisive factor. 

We also understand that the strong and weak 

points o f  a com m unity  are determ ined by its 

cultural features. Therefore, the study of 

culture to promote strong points, reduce weak 

points, and to facilitate the creative capacity of

the people is an im portant d irec tion  o f  V ie tnam  

National University, H anoi (V N U ).

In com parison  with o ther East Asian 

countries, V ietnam  has com e  later to econom ic  

developm ent, therefore  learning advanced 

experiences o f  the coun tr ies  w hich  have com e 

before and receiving m odern  scientif ic  and 

technological ach ievem en ts  are o f  strategic 

significance. To do  this, the best cho ice  is to 

give top priorities to education  and  the 

developm ent of sc ience  and technology. That is 

why the V ie tnam ese  G overnm en t regards 

education and the deve lopm en t o f  sc ience  and 

technology as the first priority in its national 

policy. The V ie tnam ese  G o v e rn m e n t’s focus 

on  investments in and  construction  o f  V N U  in 

the past few years  is a vivid exam ple  o f  that 

national policy.

W ithin the fram ew ork  o f  East Asian 

values, fondness o f  and respect for learning 

have a very crucial m ean ing , ft is possible to 

claim that every V ie tnam ese  family hopes to 

send their children to school and a ttend higher 

education. Sociological survey statistics reveal 

that o f  700 interviewed fan n e rs  (who have very 

low educational background)  45%  wish their 

children could go  to university  and 30%  wish 

their children could  earn  a doctoral deg ree  [1]. 

This is an advantage o f  V ie tnam  in the process 

o f  education developm ent. Japan, South  Korea 

have had highly valuable  experiences  in 

bringing into p lay this advantage  du r ing  the 

course o f  national developm ent, these  are 

really useful for V ie tnam .
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In the current complicated circumstances 

in the world, if we want to develop, we must 

m aintain stability. W e have found in East 

Asian values m anv factors that contribute to 

strengthening family connection, social 

stability, and hum anness in various relations 

through personality education based on the 

traditional culture norms. The com m on wish of 

m ankind IS to head for the values o f  humanism 

and it is obvious that East Asian values have 

already conta ined  this profound philosophy.

However, not all that is contained in East 

Asian cultural heritage is superior. Thanks to 

the exchanges, we have understood the 

limitations and shortcomings o f  “ East Asian 

nature” which need to be adjusted to integrate 

into the world. In the irreversible process of 

globalization which contains in itself many 

paradoxes, how to turn what we have into 

advantages for development is one o f  the 

research directions o f  VNU, Hanoi.

Like the University o f  Tokyo, Beijing 

University and University o f  Seoul, one o f  the 

big advantages that VNU, Hanoi possesses is * 

that it has a multisectoral and multidisciplinary 

structure which includes natural sciences, 

technology, social sciences and humanities, 

econom ics, law, business administration, 

pedagogy etc. As a leading training and 

research center, we are able to bring into full 

play these advantages.

In m any  recent years, we have paid much 

attention to developing interdisciplinary 

sciences, adding them to the specialized 

science structure which is the traditional

strength o f  VN U , Hanoi. H eading to that 

intended direction and realizing the importance 

o f  Oriental Culture, the College o f  Social 

Sciences and H um anities  (CSSH-VNU) has 

established the Departm ent o f  Oriental Studies 

in 1994, where Japanese, Chinese and Korean 

studies are offered. CSSH -  VNƯ, Hanoi can 

he said to be the first institution in Vietnam to 

train these m ajors with the top level o f  

attainment.

Apart from the interdisciplinary programs 

at the Department o f  Oriental Studies, other 

disciplines o f  East Asian countries such as 

history, literature, and philosophy are also 

offered to students with basic knowledge, so as 

to help them to carry out in-depth research in 

these areas o f  knowledge.

Successful experience gained from the 

reality o f  developm ent in East Asian countries 

are highly appreciated at m em ber institutions 

o f  VNU, Hanoi. At the School o f  Economics, 

The School o f  Law, and the Hanoi School of 

Business, m any research projects have been 

carried out in order to apply experiences o f  

these countries to V ie tnam ’s situations in 

which special attention are paid to the 

promotion o f  East Asian values.

In the recent years, along with providing 

m odern know ledge on econom ics and business 

administration in cooperation with European 

and Am erican scholars, the Hanoi School of 

Business * VNƯ, Hanoi has organized seminars 

on Culture and Business Administration. These 

have attracted the participation o f  not only 

scholars but also business m anagers.
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The contents  o f  sem inars  on c itin g  

Studies, Applying Taoist Strategics ill Business 

Adm inistration, The Trust in Business 

Activities o f  Japanese P eop le , The Braveness 

ill Doing Business o f  Korean People  etc. have 

always been actively d iscussed  and m any  

businessm en have found these sem inars 

interesting and useful for their  practices. That 

is why such  sem inars  are a lw ays  warmly 

welcomed by bus inessm en  and en trepreneurs.

At the institutions specialized in training 

and research on natural sc iences  and 

technology. East A sian  values are explored in a 

way so as to educate  personality , encourage  

traditional fondness o f  learn ing , Teachers are 

venerated, learning is r e sp e c te d ’ tradition, 

gen tlem an’s honesty  and braveness in 

scientific activities. This  d irection , to a  certain  

degree, has resulted in m any  positive ou tcom es 

in learning and in research.

Apart from the research  and teaching 

institutions, the g radua tes  from  all m ajors  in 

VNƯ, Hanoi have been  involved in different 

com m itm ents  at m an y  central agencies, 

steering opera tions at the central and local 

levels, so East Asian values still have their own 

m eaning and can  expand their  influence and 

impact on a larger scale.

From  the activity o f  the ne tw ork  o f  the 

four East Asian m etropo li tan  universities in 

recent years, we th ink that we should 

concentrate on the fo llowing d irec tions  in the 

time to come:

1) Study in-depth each  variety  o f  the East 

Asian cultures to supp lem en t the general views

and perceptions gained . T o  achieve this gone, 

East A sian  coun tr ies  should  strengthen their 

research on  each  o th e r ’s history and culture. 

W ith in  the fram ew ork  o f  the four East Asian 

leading universities, there are already 

disc ip lines  and research  institutions intended 

for that direction. If  we have a close 

coopera tion , the C hinese , Japanese, Korean and 

V ie tnam ese  Studies available  in each country  

will be m u ch  m ore  effective. At VNƯ, Hanoi, 

the d isc ip lines  w hich  are related to the East 

A sian  coun tr ies  are  still new, so it needs much 

help and assis tance  from  its counterparts. 

V N U , H anoi is do ing  its best to develop 

V ie tnam ese  Studies, considering  it as an 

in tersectoral b ranch  o f  sc ience  that m akes a 

positive con tr ibu tion  to  the process of 

perception. M eanw hile , through expanding the 

cooperation, V N U , H anoi m ay also contribute 

to pushing  up the course  o f  V ie tnam ese  Studies 

in o ther East A sian  countries . Promoting the 

studies o f  the cu lture  o f  each  other in the 

region has a  grea t m ean ing  in m aking the 

current East A sian  values better  in each 

country.

2) A long with the s trengthening and 

prom oting  activities o f  the netw ork o f  the four 

m ajor  East A sian universities, supporting and 

creating favorable conditions  for setting up 

bilateral relations shou ld  be seen  as one of our 

research d irec tion

At the m o m en t,  the University  o f  Tokyo 

and V N Ư , H anoi have reached a cooperative 

agreem ent, on the basis  o f  w hich the former 

has opened  its liaison office in Hanoi. Within
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the framework o f  the Cooperation Program, 

their two m em bers  as the CSSH -V N U , Hanoi 

and the College o f  Culture - I JO T have signed 

an agreement to exchange* their students. In 

order to promote this p rogram m e, it is very 

important to promote and expand  bilateral 

relations

Hxpunding cooperative relations with Hast 

Asian countries IS one o f  the priorities o f  VN U, 

Ỉ lanoi. We hope that the Cooperation Program 

between us and Beijing University  and the 

University of Seoul will he m ore  effective in 

the future.

3) As a result o f  the m eetings  betw een the 

leaders and scholars, we think that promoting 

exchanges and exchanging experiences  play an 

extremely important part, especially  for 

researchers and students o f  the four countries. 

Hast Asian values should be understood as both 

shared values with cultural sim ilarities o f  East 

Asian countries, and its vitality should  be seen 

in particular cultural contexts. Cultural 

exchanges will promote mutual understanding 

amongst Hast Asian countries. This  has an 

important m eaning for the students, who are 

the future generation o f  these countries , and the 

force leading the countries to in tegrating into 

the world in the era o f  globalization. For this 

generation, what they bring along on  the way 

to integration IS national and cultural traditions,  

and East Asian values, which should be 

regarded as invaluable properties. They  need 

and deserve to enjoy favorable conditions  to 

broaden their knowledge. That is w hy we 

propose that each o f  the universities look for all

possible opportunities  for ou r  students  to be 

able to visit, contac t, and  exchange  their 

opinions.

4) In the field o f  scientific  research, due 

attention should  be paid to developing 

cooperative research.

A lthough som e ach ievem en ts  have been 

gained concern ing  the conten t and impact of 

cultural values on  the society  in the past, at 

present, and in the future, these are still topical 

for investigation. H ow  to deve lop  research 

topics which involve the participation o f  

scholars and adm in is tra to rs  o f  the four 

universities is a  ques tion  w hich deserves 

special attention.

In the historical process as well as for the 

time being, cultural and econom ic  exchanges, 

and multilateral and bilateral relations among 

East Asian coun tr ies  are the big issues that 

need an international coopera tion . As far as we 

know, in recent time. Professor Furu ta  Motoo 

from the University  o f  T o kyo  has cooperated 

with C hinese  and V ie tnam ese  researchers to 

im plem ent a  m ean ingfu l research  project on 

C ross-Border Trade Relations Between 

Vietnam  and China. T h is  project, in our view, 

is not just o f  pure econom ic  benefit, but it 

contains in i tse lf  o ther  con ten ts  which arc 

concerned  with the issues wc are interested in, 

nam ely  East A sian  values. It can  be said that 

this is a  good m odel o f  coopera tion  that should 

be takes into consideration .

As far as V ie tnam ese  Studies is 

concerned , there are also  m any  topics for us to 

carry out coopera tive  research. For example,
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Vietnam ese  scholars take special interest in the 

issues o f  traditional v illages-com m unes. In 

history, all East Asian countries belong to 

agricultural cu ltures w here wet rice is popular, 

so v illages-com m unes are also one o f  the 

issues which were once extensively studied. 

Developing a topic and turning it into a them e 

for an in ternational conference  on traditional 

v illages-com m unes within East Asia would 

certainly attract attention from m any  scholars.

From  the proposals above, we would like 

to m ake the following suggestions:

Expanding  cooperative relations am ong 

East A sian  coun tr ies ,  on  top o f  that, am ong

m em bers  of the four leading East Asian 

universities in our ne tw ork , is a useful m eans 

for understanding cultural values which are, in 

essence, rich and diversified. At the same 

time, it is the best w ay to  preserve and bring 

into full play East A sian  values.

Fully realizing the im portan t role o f  the 

East Asian values in the past, at present, and in 

the future, as well as respecting  cooperative 

relations with o ther coun tr ies  in East Asia, 

VN U, Hanoi regards the expansion of 

cooperative relations with the com m unities  of 

East Asian universities as one  o f  the prioritized 

directions in its deve lopm en t strategies. W e 

hope to receive your consensus  and support.
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