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MOT VAI SUY NGHI BUOC PAU VE CACH GOI
"QUOC AM", "QUOC NGU"

(Qua tu liéu thie tich Hén - Nom)

PHAM VAN KHOAI
Pai hoc KH Xa hoéi & Nhan van

1. Khi tiép xic vai thu tich Han - Nom [1]. ching t6i thdy c6 mét hién tuong ding
y: & nhiéu truong hop, tén cac sach Han - Nom c¢6 nhirng thuat ngit * ma qua do, ¢ nhiing
do nhat dinh, ngudi doc ¢6 the xéic dinh ching duoc viét bing ngon ngit ndo, bing Han
bing Nom. CO the néu ra ¢ day cac thudt ngir hay cac cum tir d6 nhu: dién dm, dién
ia, gidi dm, gidi nghia.... nhung chiém con s6 dong ddo hon ca l1a qudc dm, quoc ngir.
ng ddng vai tro la y€u to xac dinh ngon ngir. Cach dat tén sach nhu trén, duong nhién la
>hAm cta song ngir Han - Viét, song khong chi c6 thé, né con goi cho chiing ta nhitng suy
“vé su nhan thirc vai tro cua tiéng me de trong tién trinh lich st xay dung va bao ve dat
:, 12 biéu hién cho ¥ thirc xay dung ngoén ngir dan toc. Bai viét ndy, chiing t6i budc ddu
len mot vai suy nghi cé lién quan dén cich goi "quéc dm", "quéc ngit' trong lich sit nén
> hoc Viet Nam.

2. Nhu ching ta da thay thudt ngit "quéc am", "quéc ngid' dugc su dung rong rii o
u nuéc ving Dong A nhu Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban... ma noi him cia ching nhdm chi
yn nglr dan 10c”, "ngon ngit phip dinh Nha nuéc”, "ngobn ngir chuan”, "ngoén ngit chinh
". Cich dung thuat ngir qudc ngir (national language) véi ¥ nghia nhu trén, (nhat 12 &
1ig Qudc) mai xuat hien tlr thoi can dai. Nhung diéu dy khong ¢6 nghia 12 & cac nuéc
g A - ma trudc het 1a Trung Quéc trong mot khodng thai gian dai tir thoi ¢6 dén thai can
¢hong 6 nhu cdu xay dung ngoén ngir thdng nhat. Cai ngén ngir théng nhat d Trung Quéc
c8 (chang han nhu & thoi Khéng Tir) 1a nhd ngén (tién than cta vdn ngdn sau nay). [T
hd ngén Thi, Thu, chap 1é giai nhd ngén da - "Cai ma Khéng Tir goi 12 nhd ngo6n 1 ngodn
cua Kinh Thi, Kinh Thu. Khi chap hanh dién & ciing déu ding nhd ngén" Ludn ngit
at nhi]. -’

Nha vua Ung Chinh triéu Thanh ciing ¢6 ging xay dung mot ngon ngit chun théng
' 1am cong cu giao ti€p chinh thirc trong d&€ ché ma ong cai quan - goi 1a quan thoai
©on ngit cua cic 6ng quan”, "ngobn ngif trong gidi quan trudng")...

O Trung Quéc thai ¢6 va trung the ky c¢6 nhu ciu va co nhimg toan tinh xay dung
n ngir théng nhat, Ngbn ngir ndy duoc goi bing nhimg tén goi khic nhau nhung it khi
g dén thuat ngir "quéc am", "quée ngit". (T4t nhién, ngay tr nhitng theé ky V TCN, ¢
1g Qudc da xudt hién tén goi Qudc ngir nhung dé 14 1én mot bo sit (khong 16 tac gia, theo
1g truyén do T4 Khau Minh soan) ghi lai lich sit thoi Chu va Xuan Thu. O "Tay thu kinh
chi cO tén bd Quéc ngit vdt danh").

*hiing t6i tam dung cdch nay cua tdc gia
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Pe¢n thai can dai, trong tién trinh xay dung nha nuéc va dan toc Trung Hoa hi¢
ngonngil dugc rhan thitc nhu 1a mot trong nhimg déc trung co ban cua dan toc. Cac nha
shngatirtudng dan-tec Trung Hoa nhu Luong Khai Siéu, Ton Trung Son... dd hinh dung
dan:toc Trung Hoa 13 mot cong déng théng nhét cua nhimg cong dan c6 van hoa, cung ¢
chiingt0c, méi chung motngoén ngir, cd chung phong tuc tap quan. Ho dd ddc biét chi y
wdn ¢ ndy dung mgoén ngit- dintéc thong what quéc ngir. Thuat ngit "quéc ngir” 14n diu
xufit ‘hién trong cic van kién chinh thitc vdo nam 1906 trong chuong trinh dai hoi sinh 1
Thuong ‘Hai, nhdm chi ngon ngir dan toc théng nhat cua dan toc Trung Hoa. Co mot s6
nghién-citu cho ring thuat ngi ndy vay muon tir thuat ngit KOKUGO cua Nhit Ban von d
dich can ke tir thuat ngit national languages cia cac ngoén ngir Au chau [2] véi nghia 12 "n
ngil dan t0c cia nguoi Trung Qudc” va 1d "ngbn ngit nha nudc Trung Quoc”. Tiép theo
mot chién luge xay dung qudc ngilt i dugc vach ra va trién khai trén thuc t€. Chinh |
ngon ngit dan toc.é Trung ‘Qudc nhimg nam dau the ky XX da dién ra theo tinh thin xay d
chu mghia dan 16c c6 két... Sau nay 0 Cong hoa nhan dan Trung Hoa, ngon ngit théng nl
"quéc mgi¥' - con mang nhimg tén khac nhau nhu dai-chiing ngit, pho théng theai nh
cach goi guéc dm, quoc ngir vin dugc dung o Dai Loan [3].

Nhu vy, thudt ngit *'quéc dm'" "quéc ngir" méi duoc ding o Trung Quéc ni
chi mgon mgix ddn 16c, ngén mgit nha nubc ¢ thei can-hién dai. Co the hinh dung 46 la:
biréic 8i cdn thist bt budc vé mat ngon ngir d€ di vao the gidi hién dai nhu & Phuong Tay,
‘ma cic ngon ngit dan toc dd duge xdy dung va thay the tiéng La Tinh. O Trung Quéc T
ngilt dan toc "guéc ngi¥' thay the cho van ngon.

3./Cé mot diéu kha thd vi, & Viet Nam cich goi qudc dm, quic ngit xult hign
sém trong cac bo sir.clia-céc triéu dai phong ki€n nhu Dai Viét su ky toan thu... [4]. Thy
thi nhimg ghi chép d4u tién vé 1&n goi quéc ém, quéc ngir gin lién voi cac hoat dong |
thc ‘bing ngon ngir dan téc (Nom) cuia Han Thuyén, Nguyén Si C8, nhu su kién Ngi
Thuyén ding quéc dm lam van 1€ ci sdu vio nam Nham Ngo, nién hi¢u Thi¢u :Bao (12
Ti¢c ring whilng sang tac guéc dm cua Han Thuyen, Nguyén Si C6 khong con luu truyén
£19, song t&n goi gudc dm, qudc ngir tir 46 thuong xuyén xudt hien, nd chi “ngdn ngf, ¢
n6i cua nhimg ngudi trong nudc”, "tiéng ta" trong quan he voi tieng Han duong thoi. C¢
n6itir the ky X1, nhan thirc vé quéc dm, quéc ngir véi noi dung trén day da xuat hién. (
.88n céc the ky tiép sau, ndi ham cua chiing cang trd nén phong phi va xac dinh nho sy
ting clia tiéng Vit ca vé cflu tric ldn cac chitc nang va su phong phit dédn cua céc the
Sau ba 14n chién théng quan Nguyeén, § thirc ki&n tao mot nha nuéc doc 1ap dugc ciing ¢
i trong trdo lwu d6, nhu céu sir dung ti€ng me dé - qudc ngi trd nén cin thi€t va cdp b
% :g:g trong khoéng khi d6, cach goi quéc ngir ra doi.

4, Nghién ciru mot s6 tén sach Han - Nom ra doi vdo khoang the ky XIV - XV, cl
16i thaly c6 haihién tuong dang chi . Mot 13, Chu Van An - nhd van héa lon cudi doi Tré
Quéc ngir #vi tdp nhung lai that truyén. Nhiéu nha nghién ciru nghi ngd ring du goi la+
npir thiddp nhung chva chiic n6 4 dugc sang tac bing chit Nom. (5]

Hai 13, b0 hgp tuyén 16n do Phan Phu Tién suu tdm chinh 1y hoan thanh vdo
1433 1&n 12 Viét dm thi tdp. Bai tua do 6ng viét cho bo suu tap ndy mang tén Tdn san Vié
thi tdp 1w (D€ tua tap tho Viét &m madi sau dinh) c6 doan "Phan Phu Tién 16i... (tap hop) t
nhimg tic pham hay ctia ngudi nuéc Nam va cua ngudi phuong Béc c6 quan hé véi nuée
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g voi nhitng cau qué mua cuc mich, duge tat ca bay nhiéu bai, 1ay tén 1a Viét dm thi tdp.
Phan Phu Tién viét bai tya niy vio ngdy lanh thing Tam, nim Quy Siru (1433), nién hiéu
1an Thién. Nhung bo Hop tuyén nay chuwa kip khic in thi 6ng di ra trAn & tinh ngoai. Hai
3i ba nam sau (1446), Le Thar Tong ra chi du giao cho Chu Xa lam tiép, viéc nay hoan
1h vado ndm 1459, c6 Ly Tu'Tan phé diém. dang 1én vua xin khéc in. Ban cua Chu Xa vin
lung chir Viet am lam y&u 6 xac dinh cho tén sach cua minh (Tan tuyén Viét am thi tap).
tua cua Ly Tu Tan soan vao ngay lanh thang Nam nién hiéu Dign Ninh nam thir sau
95). |6 1r.15] '

Néu nhu, vai truong hop Quéc ngir thi tap cua Chu Van An lam cho c¢6-nha nghién
nghi ring do co 1€ 1a tap tho chir Han, nhung tiéc ring nd lai that truyén nén khong co
g chimg d¢ khao, con tap Viét am thi tdp vi Tan tuyén Viét am thi tdp - moOt bo suu tim
ddu tién trong lich su ngir van hoc truyén thong, suu tap "tat ca tac phdm hay.. ¢6 quan he
nude nhd cung nhitng cau qué maa cuc mich”, va toan 14 nhitng tac pham viét bing chir
' nhung vin dugc goi bang mot cii tén ratl triu mén va than thuong "Viét ém", "ti€ng
o1 Viet", "am thanh cua ngudi Viet"... cho phép chiing ta nghi dén su nhan thic khai niém
¢ ngit cua nhimg the ky som trong qué trinh nhan thic vé ngon ngit dan toc. Nhu ching ta
thay, su tu nhan thirc vé truyén théng va van héa Viet Nam dac biét bing lén sau cudc
ng chién chéng quan Minh. Phong trdo suu tap di cdo cua cac ddi trude that 1 rdm ro di
ng minh diéu dé. Do su quy mén va tran trong vai cic van ban ndy ma céc bac thirc gia
' Phan Phu Tien, Chu Xa, Ly Tu T4n khong ngdn ngai goi ching la Viét am. Puong nhién
h goi ndy c6 co s& ngdn ngil hoc cua nb. b I&, tuy duoe sang tac bing chir Han va theo
tu ¢l phap tieng Han nhung 4m doc 1a Am Han - Viét - mot he théng ngit Am ma "tir ddu
ky XI tr0 di,... m&i tach han ra thanh mot 16i doc doc lap véi cach doc & Trung nguyen...
trr cach 1a mot hé théng doc riéng biét cua ngudi Viet" [7). C6 th& neu lén nhidu diém
c biet gilta tiéng Han - Viét vai tieng Han the ky VIII - IX cling nhu tiéng Han cic giai
n sau d6. Chang han, he théng phu am tieng Han the ky VIII - IX gém 40 phu am, cé
8u phu am khac véi truyén théng tieng Viet, nhung & cich doc Han - Viét chi ¢6 21 phu

He thong vén ciing ¢6 nhiu su khac biét. Dic biét la thanh diéu. He th6ng thanh di¢u
1- Viét c6 dén tam thanh con ¢ tiéng Han chi ¢ 4 thanh...[7] d€ bién giai cho cach dat tén
h trén cta Phan Phu Tién va Chu Xa cing Ly Tir Tan.

~ Nhu vay. noi dung cua tén goi "quaéc aém", "quéc ngir'" 1ac ddu bao ham ca hai nghia
i ti€ng ta va ca cach doc Han - Viét nhitng van ban chit Han cua ngudi Viet Nam), hay néi
¢ di la chua c6 noi dung hoan toin xac dinh cho thuat ngir ndy. M6t mat, né chi "ti€ng cta
(i trong nude”, va ciing chi cii ngon ngir van hoc tiéng Viét thia binh minh clia minh
fc ghi bing chir Ném. Mat khéc, trong nhitng chimg muc ndo dé ciing chi ca 4m Hén -
t d¢ doc nhirng van ban Han van cta ngudi Viet.

5. Ten goi "Viét am" chi xuit hién mot hai lin trong mot s6 tuyén tap tho ra doi véo
rang ddu the ky XV. O cac bo tuyén tap sau d6 ching ta khong con thay cach dat tén nhu
nay nita. Co hé do la cac bo suu tap tho chir Han va khong thay yéu t6 xac dinh amt doc
.tén goi cua chng. CO6 the ké ra mot loat tén cac bo tuyén tap nay d€ ro tinh hinh trén:
h tuyén chu gia lugr thi (Duong Dic Nhan soan cu6i thé ky XV); Trich diém thi tdp
vang Dilrc Luong soan cudi the ky XV): Toan Viét thi luc (L& Quy Don soan cudi the ky
111); Hoang Viét thi tuyén (Bui Huy Bich soan cudi thé ky XVIII)...
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Dén dédn "quéc édm’', ""quéc ngic' tro thanh yéu (6 ngon ngir chuyén biét thuong
xuat hién trong tén cic bo sach viét bing chir Nom. Trong s6 d6 hon 5.000 ddu sich
Nom cia bd Thie muc dé yéu cé dén hon 1.000 ddu sach Nom. Tén cac sach ndOm ndy thu
cb yéu 16 xac dinh ngodn ngir cua minh nhu gidi dm, giai nghia nhu Tan bién truyén ky
luc tdng bé gidi dm tdp chii (A - 176 /1-4) Thi kinh dien dm (AB - 169); Thi kinh dién n
(VNV107); Thi kinh gidi am (AB - 144/1-5/). C6 hon 100 trudng hop y&u 16 xac dinh ng
ngir 1a "quéc dm", "quée ngi’ ching han nhu Thdo tac van dap quoe am luan (AB. 61
Chu dich quée dm ca (AB.29). Ay 1a chiing toi chua ké dén cic tap tho nom cua Nguyén 1
va Nguyén Binh Khiém déu c6 tén 1a Quéc dm thi tdp... Tuy tén cac sich Nom nay con ¢
anh hudng cua ci phap tiéng Han, nhung do ¢ y€u 18 xac dinh ngon ngir néu trén, [am ¢
ngudi doc d& cam va dé nhan ra, do 1a nhitng van ban viét bing ngon ngir dan toc. Cach di
d6 tro thanh nét phé bign trong tén cac sich ndm, nhat la cac sach ndm xudt hién tir the
XVII - XVIIL.

Nhu viy, ching ta thiy ¢d su tién hoa trong cach goi quéc am. guoc ngir & Viet N
théi trung thé ky. Da y&u 16 xéac dinh ngoén ngir ¢6 the khac nhau nhung qua do ching ta
thé nghi dén su nhdn thitc vé ngén ngit dan toc trong qua khir. Chi ¢o thé cit nghia dv
hién tuong ndy néu nhin nhan chang trong mot boi canh xa hoi - lich su rong ion cua ¢
trinh dung nudc va giit nudc, Khat vong xay dung mét nude Dai Viét ngang hang véi Tn
Quéc ludn thudng truc trong nhan thirc ciing nhu trong hanh dong cua moi the hé nguai
Nam ma Nguyén Trii da phét biéu trong Bink Ngo dai cdo:

Nhue nwoe Dai Viét ta tie truoe
Vén xung nén van hién da ldau
Cai bo séng nuit da riéng
Phong tuc Bac Nam citng khde

Cach n6i "Phong tuc Bdc Nam ciing khac" cua nhd van hoa lon Nguyén Trii g
chang 1a cach noi truyén thong ma trong dé bao gém ca sur nhan thic, phin biét vé ngon n
Va o day, khong chi dimg lai & nhan thitc ma con the hien o ché cin phai tign hianh mot ¢
cudc xay dung to lon, nhdm lam phong phi tieng Viet ca vé mat cau tric lin vé chic ni
Trong boi canh lich su - xd hoi cua nhimg the ky trung dai, viéc goi tén ngdbn ngi cua dan
minh, cla cong déng minh bdng cc thuat ngit quoc dm, quée ngir - chirmg 16 cac nha tri t
va cac nha van hoa Viet Nam va ca ciic nha hoat dong nhi nuoc Viél Nam [luu ¥ ring
soan Tdn tuyén Viét dm thi tap cia Chu Xa li do mot chi du ctia vua Le Thai Teng] di 3
ngon ngit, van héa la mét trong nhirng nhan to cua su co két dan toc. Do hodn canh
chdng thién tai, nhat la do nén néng nghiép canh tac 1Ga nude. nhu ciu dap dé phong lut, |
ludn ddi hoi sirc luc cua nhiéu ngudi vi bén canh do, Tai phai thudng xuyén chong ngoai x
cho nén cin ¢6 su lien hiép, c¢& két din toc, cong déng. Boi vay tu tuong dan téc dd h
thanh sém. Ta co thé nhin thay bong ddng ctia tu twong nay frong tén goi quoc am, q
ngit.

7. Ciing cdn néi dén vai trd vo cling quan trong cua yéu 16 cich doc Han Viet tr
viéc phat trién cua tiéng Vit ndi chung va trong nhan thic vé quéc ngir noi rieng ¢
trung the ky. Trude hét, nd 1a nhan t6 ngdn ngir quan trong dé thic day qua trinh tach ti
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t ra khoi Viet Muong (8], no la ngudn cung cip vén tir cho tiéng Viet... N6 trd thinh mot

t6 gquan trong trong phitc the van hoa Viet Nam thoi trung theé ky. Su gin bd cia nb vai
song van hoa Viét Nam, hiru co va bén chat dén mirc ¢6 lic nd duogc goi 1d Quéc ngii,
t dm, chinh di¢u nay da noi leén tdt ca. Vai tro cua né dac biet néi troi trong nhiing the ky
“tién cua tién trinh xay dung mot ngon ngir dan toc trong nha nuéce Pai Viet doc 1ap. Song,
mg nhir, nd chi 1a mét trong nhitng nhan t6 nén tang, la mot trong nhitng hat giéng ban

cho cong cudc xay dung ngon ngtr van hoc dan toc. Quy luat cua phong trio c6 két dan
va xay dung dat nuoc o nhimg (the Ky trung dai doi hoi phai xay dung mot ngébn ngit dan
twong (mg voi nhitng doi hoi cua cudc song... Boi vay nhiéu chi ning ma nhan t6 Han
t ganh vic lac ddu (the ky X - XV) thi tiéng Viet din dan dam nhan & cic the ky sau.

8. Cac nha nghién ctu chir Nom ciing chi ra ring “trong cic tic phdm Nom thoi Le
chi y€u vin 12 mugn thang chir Han d€ ghi tieng Viet" [9). Chit Nom & giai doan nay chi
in vé ghi dam ma khong chi trong nhiéu vé mat nghia. Xu hudng nay co6 thé 1am chir Nom
» doc. nhung mit ndo dé biéu thi nhimg nguoi ghi tiéng Viét giai doan ny chi thién vé
[ am cua tieng Viét ma thoi.

9. Nhu vay, viéc xudt hién va sir dung ciac thuat ngir quoc am, quéc ngir & cac the ky
1g dai chimg to su nhan thirc vé tiéng me de, 1a su bieu hién cua y thirc "Chu chi dinh,
in khi da; Viet chi dinh, Phat khi da” [10]. cua mot nha Nho Viet Nam thé ky XIV. Tiéng
t hay noi theo thudt ngit truyén thong - "quéc am", "quéc ngix" trong budi dau da dwoc
in thirc, duoc ti€p nhan va nuoi dudng trong mot bau khong khi cia tu tudng lien két cong
1g. No khong chi ¢on 1a nhimg |61 n6i nom na hang ngdy noi thon cing x6m vang ma trg
nh nhan (6 thanh van, quan trong cia dgi séng van hoa dan toc. N6 lai duge ghi lai bing
[ Nom, va trd thanh ngén ngit vin hoc viél song t6n véi van ngon. Quéc ngir - ngon ngit
Il toc thoi trung the ky khong chi duoc ¢6 dinh ¢ dang viét bing chir nom ma con dugc ghi
g chit cdi La Tinh (the ky XVII), do cac nha truyén gido Au chau xay dung trong su phoi

véi cac tin d6 Thién chia gido Vit Nam [11). Thoat ddu, cic nha truyén gi4o ding cac
chir La Tinh d¢ ghi am dia danh, cic san pham vi mot s6 nghi thitc van hoa dia phuong...
ang dé gidng dao. Nhimg tii licu ddu tién cua ligng Viet ghi bing chir La tinh ra dor vio
ing nhitng nam 1620 - 1648. Neudi ¢o dao Phuong tdy co cong 16n hon ca trong viec
1 thién chit cai cho tiéng Viét giai doan diu la cha c6 Alexandre de Rhodes (1593 -
J). Ciing cin phai néu t&n mot s6 nguoi Viet Nam ¢d cong tiép tuc hoan thién va tuyén
én sir dung né nhu Bento Thién (? - ?) Phili Phe Binh (1759 - 1826). Trong Sdch sé sang
? cde viée cua Phili Phé Binh [12] ching ta khong con gip nhitng phu am kép, he théng
thi cac nguyén am da giong voi chir Viet Nam hién dai. Chir viét d6 duge goi 1a Chir
¢ ngir. Hai he thong chit viél nay duoc xay dung cho mot ngén ngir dan toc thong nhat -
e ngi - quoc dm, song hanh 16n tai nhung lai chia nhau viing dnh hudng va hién nhién,
. chling ¢6 mot cudc canh tranh. Vao nhiing nam cudi the ky XIX diu the ky XX, he
Ig van tu chir cai tro thanh phueng tién thuan lgi va hitu hiéu cho su phat trién van hoa,
1 hoc. N6 dd thay the chit Nom trong viec co dinh tieng Viet - quSc am - quéc ngit & dang

Ten goi cua van tu chir ¢ii La Tinh cho tiéng Viet 1a chir quic ngit (chi ghi tiéng

i trong nuoc) dd ham chira trong minh cdi y€u t6 can ban da duoc nhan thic ngay tir
g the ky ddu tién cua qua trinh xay dung nha nuéc tu chi - quée ngir - "ngon ngit dan
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toc”, "ti€ng cia ngudi trong nudc”, déng thoi, lic dé quéc ngir ciing chi titng me dé duo
bing chit nom. Dudng nhu & thuat ngit ndy - "chi quéc ngir" co su két hop cua cac nh
truyén th6ng va déi mai, ctia cic nhan 16 chau A va chau Au, 12 truong hop vira tieu bié
di€n hinh cho nhitng nuéc chiu anh huong ctia van hoa Khéng giao, co ngon ngﬁ don 13
chuyén tir van tu kh6i vuong sang vén tu chif cai trong mot tién trinh chung cta cong
xay dung dan tOc va ngon ngir dan toc ' quoc am", "quoc ngir''. |
Loi cam on: Tdc gid bai bdo 16 long cam on nha nghién ciu Han - Nom Hoang Van Ld
nhiing gop v cua éng trong khi thao ludn vé van dé nay. '
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SOME PRIMARY IDEAS ON THE TERMS " QUOC AM" AND
"QUOCNGU™ BASED UPON HAN NOM LIBRARY DOCUMENTS

PHAM VAN KHOAI
College of Social Sciences & Humanities - VNU

Basing on reading a few and ancient Hin Nom texts, the terms and "quée dm, |
‘ngit" derive from the Vietnamese middle centuries. The term "chit quoc ngir” coml
"tradition” and “new-things" ("modernity”) since its root is from the middle century
"quoc ngir'.
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