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NHU'NG DPAC DPIEM NGU’ AM CUA CAU THO

MAI NGOQC CHU

1. "Cdu tho" 12 mdt khai ni¢m rdt quen thudc véi moi ngudi. Tuy nhién xéc dinh
nhirng dic di€m cia cdu tho thi lai 124 mdt vi¢c lam khdng don gidn, Bai vi€t ndy, nhu 1
goi cia n6, xem xét nhirng dic di¥m cia cau tho chi y&u tir géc 46 ngir &m hoc. Di nh|
con c6 the c6 nhidu cach ti€p can khac nira. '

Truwéce hét, ai cing c6 thE thidy rdng cau tho khong hoan toan triung véi khai ni
cdu binh thudng. MOt cdu tho c6 th gdm hai ciu thdong thudrag:
D4y la gi& trura. Nhirng con ga cyc téc.
Ndng 8m &m. Khéng khi né nang nhidu.
(Gidr trrra - Huy Cén)
C6 thE chwa phai la cau:
D4t nuéce
Cua tho ca
Cua b6n mia hoa né
Doc trang Kidu tudng cdu hét dén gian
Nghe xén xao trong gié ndi méy ngan
(Ching con chién ddu - Nam Ha)

C6 thE gdbm hon m{t cau:
Bdy m&t dé&n, nghiém trang. Nhuv ngudi linh
Cé 1énh ia di. Tu thé sdn sang
(Bai ca xudn 1971 - Té Hiru)
Tham chi; n6 ¢6 the chi 12 hai phin cia hai cadu khic nhau, vi du:
... Trong d&i gdp Bac. Hay nhanh chén . . .
(Theo chén Bac - T3 Hiru)
V. Vi
Tir sy khong twong rng gira ciu tho va cdu theo céch hi€¢u thong thvong co ng
da nghi d&n vi¢c thay th€ cdu tho bing mdt tir khic khoa hoc hon. Da ¢6 nhing
ching t6i va mdt s8 tic gid nghi rdng c6 thE thay khéi ni¢m "cdu tho" ting khai
"dong tho". Tuy nhién, ban thin khai niém dong tho ciung c¢6 nhi€u chd :hwa dn. k
ni¢m "dong", nhu moi ngudi déu biét, thudng gén véi hinh thire van ty, thE hién tr
vin vi€t 12 chinh ma ciu tho thi lai 12 mdt don vi (dn tai hién nhién cd trorg van viét
"vdn néi". Hon nira, do duoc ding chi y&u véi hinh thire van ty nén dorg khong d
xac dinh mot cach cy th&. Tuy theo khd sach to nho ma dong ¢ thé chia 15-20 hay 3
chir va viéc ngidt dong & diu 12 tdy thudc vao ban tay cia ngudi the sdp chir, hoan |

56



inh chdt ngau nhién. MOt tir hai dm (¢t ching han, hoan todn ¢6 the thudc v¢ hai
g khic nhau n€u nhr am G&t thi hai "hét chd’ & dong trurde. VEi cdc van ban khong
i tho  tinh hinh trén 12 mot thye (& hidn nhién, Song, ngay ca ddi v&i vin ban tho,
cdu tho dai van ¢6 the bi in thanh hai dong. nhu nhing ciu tho dudi day cia Nguyén
a Diém:
D&t nudc ¢ trong nhang céi "ngay xtra ngay xua"
me thuong hay ké
D&t nu'dc bét dAu véi mi&ng trdu béy giy
ba an
Ddt nuwdce 16n 1én khi ddn minh biét tréng tre
ma ddnh giac
(Mat duong khat vong)
Trong truwdrng hgp nay, dong tho khong phii 1a ciu tho theo cach hitu xwa nay, do
ing dong tho thay cho ciu tho 1a chwa thoa dang.

Theo chung t6i vi¢e nhdn dién mot cau tha v co ban khong ¢6 gi kho khan. Tén goi
n6 n€u ta thay dugc bdng mdt tén méi nao d6 khoa hgc hon thi do la diéu rat tot.
ng trong tinh hinh hi¢n nay, khi chua tim duwge mOL (En mdd thl vAn d2 31 ra chinh 12
& phai tim cho dwogce nhieng dac diém chit vé&u cia cdi goi 1a edu tho ma ching ta vin
1 dung, bé&i I¢ van d€ 13 & ndi dung cia khai ni¢m chi khdng phidi tén goi cta no.
g ring cidc nha khoa hoc gop thém tiéng noi tr nhicu goc d6 khac nhau d€é ching ta
1am sang 16 hon ndi dung cua cai don vi da (6n tai hicn nhién tr rit 1au nay.

2. Tir gbc dd ngir am hoc, ti¢u chi d3du tién va cb tinh chit quyét dinh dé ngudi nghe
i nhian di¢n duge mOt cau tho chinh 13 chd ngieng cudi cau. Cau the mae die ¢o6 thé
Ctron nghia nhiweng van diegre moi nguwoi quan ni¢m la cau chinh vi né dwoce k&t thiic
mot chd ngang nhip bdt bugc.
Nhirng ngay trén hoc /
Dudi budm bd ao |
Me bit duoc |
Chua danh roi nao da khéc |
(Qaé huwong - Giang Nam)
Mot khd tho hodc doan tho ¢6 the ¢é hi¢n twong "vat dong”, chdng han:
Con nhang ai chua dugc mot l1&n |
Trong doi gdp Bdc. Hay nhanh chéan |
Tién lér phia trudc ! Trén cao 8y |
Bdc vén giang tay dén lai gan /
(To Hiru)
O day chinh sy tOn tai ciia bén chd ngirng (sau cic am tiét "1an", "chan”, "dy", "gin")
‘u chi quan trong nhit & nguwdi Vigt coi bon phat ngdn trén day la bon cau tho cho
Yu theo cAch hidu v& cau thong thudng thi ching chwra du "tr cach”.

Trén van ty, chd ngirng nhip ngan cach cie ciu the duge danh ddu bing viée xudng
. Tuy nhién khong phai bdt cir chd xudng dong ndo cing duwge ngirng nhip béi vi,
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nhu trén da n6i, xudng dong c6 thE la do "hét gidy" nhw trudng hop xiv If may cau th
din cia Nguy&n Khoa Di¥m.

Trong tho ching ta hay gdp nhirng trudng hop nha tho "cdt” mdt cau binh thud
thanh nhitu cau tho ngdn. (¥ diy téc gid mudn nguoi doc, ngudi ngdm nhdn manh
nhitng ché ngirng nao dé voi muc dich néu bat mét y nghia ndo dé ma nha tho dint
gdm. Bai tho Ngon dén dirng gdc cia Chin Hiru 12 mdt vi dy:

Trén dudng /

Ta didédnh giéc /

Ta v8 Nam |/

Hay ta 18n Béc /

O déu /

Cang gap |

Nhirng ngon dén dau /
Chong mét /

Dém thau | @

Trong bai tho ndy, viéc cdt ra thanh nhiCu cdu tho ngdn bling céc chd ngirng (
véi mot loat vian chira thanh tric va phy &m cudi vo thanh p, t, k) 1a mudn nhdn mant
viéc bitu hi¢n nhirng budc chian rdn roi, khde khodn, dit khodt cia ngudi chién si
dudrng ra mat trén.

MGt vi dy khac:

Nhing dém hé |
Khi ve ve [
Da ngu /
T6i ldng nghe /
Trén dudng Trdn Phu /
Tiéng chdi tre |
Xao xdc /
Hang me /
Tiéng chbi tre /
Dé&m hé /

Quét réc /
(Ti€ng chdi tre - TO Hiru)

Mudi mdt cdu tho trén ddy c6 the vi€t gon lai chi dudi hinh thic bon cau:
Nhirng dém heé khi ve ve da ngu
Téi Idng nghe trén dudng Tran Phi
Tiéng chdi tre xao xdc hang me
Tiéng chdi tre.dém hé quét réc.

Nhung nhu thé thi nguoi nghe hinh dung sao duwoc mdt cach ro rang tirng nhét
vang lén trong dém khuya thanh vdng cia "chi lao cong nhu sét nhu doag”. Nhirng
mgirng nhip sau mdi céu tho ngin, dic biét la nhirng ché ngirng sau céc van "e” c¢
vang 1&n, da 1t ta dugc ca cai am thanh "xoen xoet” lién tyc cia ti€ng chdi tre . . .
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3. Chd ngirng nhip cudi cau tho Lo mér dac trieng ¢6 tinh chdt phd qudt cho moi nén
tha khong riéng gi & tho ca Vict Nam. Song c¢6 mot dicu cdn nhdn manh 13, & céc
ngir don 1ap, clc ngdn nglr am tict tinh nhu tidng Viét, ti€ng Hén, trong cac thé tho
n théng, chd ngirng cudi cau tho ¢6 lidn quan chat ché véisd hegng dm tiét ¢& dinh
ndi cau: chfnh s& lwong am tidt ¢ dinh da tao nén nhirng chd ngirng ciing cé tinh
¢d dinh ¢ méi cau tho. Chang han, & tho 1hat ngdn, chd ngirng cudi dong xufit hign
am L€t coOn & tho ngt ngdn thi no lai xudt hién sau S am tiét. Vi du:

Budc t&i déo ngang bong x8 ta /

Cdé cdy chen d4 14 chen hoa /|

Lom khom du'di ndi tiéu vai chi /

Ldc ddc ven sbng chg méy nha /

(Qua Dé&éo Ngang - Ba huvén Thanh Quan)

Do do, véi tho truyén théng, dé dang nhin thiy ring cau tho con khac cau binh
ng & tinh chat ¢d dijnh v& sd lowong dm tift. Tat nhién, vii the tr do, dac ditm nay
1 h¢ bat budc. D6 chinh la mdt dic diem khac bi¢t cia ciu tho hién dai (tw do) véi
1w truyCn thdng,

g can ndi thém ring & cdc ngon ngd phi am (i1 tinh, chidng han, cic ngdn ng
u: do vai tro cia am ti€t kha mo nhat va khong hién nhién nhu trong ticng Viét, $6
Cdm tiét trong mot cdu tho thicong khong dwec tinh dén. Cai goi 1a "ludt the am
3) (vén khéi xuéng tir Ba Lan) khong trd thanh phd bién ma chi tén tai véi tr cach
A mat kicu "choi ch@” cia tidng Vidt.

. Mot dac didm nia cong gén lién vii chd nging cudi cdu la hién twong gico van.
I&n nay, ngudi ta chra tim thdy mdt nén the ndo lat hoin 1odan khong ¢6 vin, Trong

(4)

trudrng hop vin nhén manh thém chd nging cudt cdw 7' va la diém bdo rdng ddy

‘ngirng k&t thiee mot cdu thor.

“in luu ¥ rdng vai tro nhiin manh chd ngirng cudi cau cia vin khong chi cé o tho ca
1 thdng ma con ¢6 tht phat huy tic dung ngay & ¢i nhang bai the tu do hi¢n dai. O
r do, sO lugng am Liét trong moi cau tho thuong khong ¢6 dinh, don vi nhi|') di¢u co
1i ngdn khéac nhau, ngudi ta khong (hE ngirng nhip theo mot mo hinh sdn ¢6, khi dy,
nhi¢u trudng hop, vin ted thanh mot ticu chi rdt quan trong gigp ngwoid Lo ngang
hing chd, ngan cach cdc ciu the, Vi du:

Tho oi tho sé hat ca gi /

T6i mubn déttho di /

Téi mubn cing tho bay /

Mua xuén nay /

Dén tan cung dat nudc /

Ngut mét tréng /

Bi&n lua ménh méng /
Séng nudc Ciu Long dao dat |
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Dira nghiéng béng mat /
(T Hirn)
Nhu véiy, cho d€n nay, v€ co ban, vin van 1a mdt trong nhirng didc di€m phan
cau tho véi cau van thong thudng, mic do di€u d6 khong hodn toan bat buac.

5. Trong mdt chirng mug nado 46, ngudi ta ¢6 thE khen cudn tifu thuyCt nay, tr
ngin kia tot v€ ndi dung nhung chua dat 1dm vE cach thé hién, vé cach st dung ngon
V&i tho ca, khong ai ¢6 thE nhan xét nhu vay. O tho, hon bdt cir mot the loai nao k
mdai quan h¢ gitva hinh thitc ngén ngir va ni dung, tw wdong bao gidr cing gdn boé héi
chdt ché, khong co s ddi ldp, tdch réi. Ngudi ta ¢€n véi tho khdng phai chi d€ hitu
cach don thuin y nghia, ndi dung ciia n6 ma con d€ tin hwdng cad cdi am thanh tuyd
ctia nhirng cau tho. Do 406, khdc hdn véi nhieng cdu vdn thong thuweorng, & cau the, cd
gid thuorng chu tdm xdy dung, t6 chiec, phdi hgp cdc don vi ngix Gm khong chi voi
dich biéu hi¢n y nghia thuan ity ma con biéu hi¢n cdm xiic, thé hi¢n chicc ndng tham
Céc don vj nglr am trong céu tho, do vay dwoc td chirc mét cdch hai hoa va cé quy
chir khong twe nhién, lién mach va xudbi chiéu nhw trong clu van thong thicong. D6 la
trong nhirng dac di€¢m cyc ky quan trong d€ phin biét cdu the v&i cdu van.

V& mit ngr am, cach t6 chirc cic don vi nglr am trong céau tho mQt cach hai he
c6 quy ludt ciing kha da dang. Co6 thE k& ra day mdt s8 tha phap hay gip.

- Truwéce hét, d6 c6 the 12 cach 1O chic cac thanh diéu theo mdt nguyén tic nhit
nhu diung nhi®u thanh bing hodc thanh tric, vi dy:
Swrong nwong theo trang ngirng lung trovi
Twong tw ndng long lén choi voi
(Xuan Digu)
Bé&o ngay mai la gié nbi h6m nay
Tré&i chop gidt tdt dén ngady sét danh
(To Hiru)

- D6 1a cach phdi hgp cac nguyén am dua theo dd mdé hep hay rong (tic la am Iy
nhé hay l6n), theo tinh chdt tron moi hay khong tron moi, hang sau hay hang trugc
12 am sdc trim hay bdng), chdng han, ding nhiu lin nguyén dm "i" ¢6 do md& hep t
tho Toé Huu:

Lé nin dang nghi suy gi
Kremlin in béng thanh tri 1&ng im.
Hay ding mdt loat nguyén am trdm tron moi (u, 0, 0) d€ dién 14 ndilong thin
cta ba me khi nghi vé dira con xa ngoai mat tran:
Ba Bit ndm 6 chudi khoé
Béa Bii khéong ngiu ba lo boi boi
(Ba Bu)

- D6 1a viéc sir dyng cac loai van miu nhit dinh nhr vin miu "ang” trong ca ha
tho:
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Ld bang dang d6 ngon cdy
S8u giang mang lanh dang bay ngang trévi
- D6 12 céch sir dung phdi hop nhiGu am cudi vo thanh (p, t, k) ¢6 strc "cOng phi”
h hay nhi€¢u d&m mui (m. n, ng, nh) ¢O su¢ vang xa hay bong, v. v. ..

Cau tho, nhu trén da noi, duoce tao nén o ¢ac don vi new am mot cach hai hoa va ¢o
luat, do do ¢d the coi nd nhu mot Kidn trie nghg thuat doe dao, duoe tao ra tir kKhoi
A ban tay tal ba ciu nguwot nghé si. Trong nd chdce chidn con chira dung nhiéu didu thi
A cac nha khoa hoc cOn phai tim hitu khiam phi.

CHU THICH

M rrrée nay nhidu nguoi quen déi 1ap van xudi va tho. Ga&n ddy co ngudi cho
' sy d8i 1§p nhu thé la khép khiéng (chi c6 sy d6i lép van xubi va vdn van). Tuy
n gitdra tho va cdc th8 loai khdc nhu truyén, ki, kich ro rang vdn c6 mét sy dbi
1/8n nhidn. O ddy ching t6i tam d&i l4p tho va cdc van ban khong phal tho (tuc
vubi, theo cdch hiBu théng thudng cua nhidu tac gia)

@) c6 the "dBn" cdc cau tho lai nhu sau (Di nhién day chi 1a viéc lam thuln tuy
.y thudt', boi vi lam nhu thé thi sé chdng con gi la ctia Chinh Hiru nira)

Trén dudng ta di danh giac

Ta vé Nam hay ta lén Bac

O déu cang gap

Nhiang ngon dén dau chong mat dém thau
®) 1ic 13 nguoi ta c6 tinh lam mot bai tho ma so lwong dm tiét 0 cédc cdu déu
nhau. Mubn véy, tdc gia phai hét suc dung céng. Tuy nhién viéc lam nay thién
W0 phép tim tdi hinh thuc va khéng duoc phd bién rong rai.

%) Khi c6 vin & cubi cau thi chd ngung dam hon, lau hon khi khéng coé van.
ngrng sau am tiét "'xuan':

Téi viét bai tho xuan /

Nghin chin trdm sau mét |
s& di khéng dam lam bdi vi 4m tiét nay khéng phai la van. Tréi lai, chd ngirng
sau &m tiét "1an":

Con nhing ai chua duoc mét 1an |/

Trong d&i gdp Bac. Hay nhanh chan |
1on, ré hon chinh yi am tiét nay la am tiét mang van tho.
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