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BU'GC DAU KHAO SAT DOAN NGU CO TiNH TU LAM
TRUNG TAM

VU NGOC TU
Dai hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi

Sau dng tir va danh twr, tinh tir 1a mdt loai tir loai ma dwoc cic nha Anh ngir hoc quan tam
nghién ctru, vi tinh t¥r cling c6 vai tro quan trong trong cu va trong danh ngir (Owen Thomas,
1967; R. A. Close, 1983; L. P. Kaplan, 1989; F. Palmer, 1979; R. Quirk and S. Greenbaum, 1977;
G. Leech and J. Svartvik, 1990...). Trong bai viét ndy, chiing tdi bu¢c didu chi khao sat chirc nang
cti phap va trit ty tir trong doan ngir ti€ng Anh ¢6 tinh tIr [am trung tdm [4, 5, 7, 8, 9].

Ciing nhur ddng tir va danh tir, tinh tir 1a loai thyc tir mang y nghia quan h¢ véi ndi dung
phan anh thyc tai (chi tinh chit, dic ditm, mau sdc, kich thuéc, tudi tac, ngudn gdc, xudt sir ...).
Tinh tir ¢6 kh ndng két hgp véi nhirg tir phy tao thanh mdt dodn ngir ¢6 tinh tir 1am trung tim
£oi 1a tinh ngir. Trong ti€ng Anh, kho c6 the bit tir nao d6 ¢6 phai la tinh tir hay khong khi xem
xét tir d6 mot cach riéng ré. Mac di ¢6 mdt s8 hau (3 chi xudt hi¢n véi tinh tir: ous, curious,
encouragous, serious, mdt s§ tinh tir ¢d bi¢n the: -er cho so sanh hon (hot - hotter, happy -
happier, tall - taller, young - younger, old - older...) hodc -est cho so sédnh tuyét d6i (tall - tallest,
happy - happiest, hot - hottest, young - youngest, old - oldest ...) nhung hiu h&t céc tinh tir trong
ti€ng Anh khong c6 hinh thai xac dinh. Vi vy, khi xem x¢ét chitc nang ¢ phap cia tinh t, ching
ta phai xem xét ching trong tinh ngir (R. Quirk and S. Greenbaum, 1977; G. Leech and J.
Svartvik, 1990 ...) [4, 5].

1. CHU'C NANG CUA TiNH NGU

Céc nha Anh ngit hoc (R. A. Close, 1983; J. P. Kaplan, 1989; F. Palmer, 1978; R. Quick and
I. S. Greenbaum, 1977; G. Leech and J. Svartvik, 1990; Owen Thomas, 1967...) déu thong nhit
cho riing tinh ngi¥ c6 hai chirc nang cii phép chinh: dinh ngir va vi ngir |6, 7, 8].
1. Tinh ngér véi chirc néng dinh ngir
Tinh ngir véi chirc nang dinh ngir thwong dimg trrde danh (i ma né bd nghia. Vi du:
Tinh tir véi chire Danh tir
ning dinh ngir
A very beautiful girl
(mdt o gai rat dep).
Any  subsequent visits
(bat cir mdt chuyén viéng tham nao sau d6).

Tuy nhién, tinh ngi¥ vé&i chire nang nay c6 thE xuat hi¢n sau tir ma né bd nghia, dac bigt 1a
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trong c4c trudng hop sau day :
(i) Vidu:
There must have been something urgent in his voice (P. D. James, 1987)
(Trong giong noi ca anh ta hin co cai gi d6 khin cip).
1 would like something to eat, something salty (P. D. James, 1987) [10]
(T6i mudn an mot céi gi d6 man mot chit).
(ii) D&i v6i tinh tir bit diu bing a- (absent, available, ablaze...) hodc cic tinh tir nhur:
concerned, presnet, involved, elect, proper...). Vi dy:
The people involved in the robbery (were arrested)
(Nhirng ngudri dinh liu vao vu cuép da bj bit).
(iii) Cac tinh tir ¢6 tan cing bing -ible hojc -able ma tinh tir trung tdm cia ching vin giir
nguyén nghia gdc clia chiing nhwng thudng 4m chi mot nét nghia tam theri ma thdi. Vi dy:
The stars visible <« The visible stars
(Nhirng ngdi sao c6 the nhin thdy « Nhirng ngdi sao nhin thiy).
(iv) Trong trudrng hop nhdn manh hodc tinh tir di véi bd ngir cia né. Vi du:
Bed too narrow (P. D. James, 1987)
(Giwong qué hep).
The corpse would be an exhibit, more important, more cumbersome and more difficult to
prescrve than other exhibits...(P. D. James, 1987)
(Cai x4c d6 1a mot vat trung bay, quan trong hon, cdng kénh hon va ciing kh6 bao quéan hon
céc vat trng bay khéc...).
2. Tinh ngir véi chirc néing vi ngir thwrdng xuit hién véi dong tir ndi hofic he tir c6 the :
2.1. B ngit cho chit ngi:
Véi chirc nang nay, tinh ngir throng mang y nghia tham chi€u tryc ti€p v&i chi ngdr. Vi dy:
The facts are accurate (P.D.James,1987) « Accurate facts.

She doesn't fecl particularly guilty (P.D, James, 1987) « Guilty woman

(Ba ta khong cim th&y minh c6 15i).

He was clever at finding bargains... (P. D. James, 1987)

(N6 rét thao trong viée miic cd...).

2.2. B ng+* cho tdn ngie:

V6i chire ning nay, tinh ngir thwéng mang § nghia tham chi€u trirc ti€p véi tan ngr. Vi di:
I've made it extra strong (P. D. James, 1987)

(Toi pha ca phé dac hon).

He is a man who is known to like women, certainly most find him attractive (P. D. James,
1987,

(HA: 12 ngurdri nbi ti€ng 1a thich g4i, chdc chdn 12 hiu h&t ho déu nhan thiy hin hdp din).
Tinh ngir v6i chirc nang nay, thuémg 4m chi k&t qua ciia chinh qué trinh ma dong tir bidu dat:
They have painted the door green (As a result, the door is now green)
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Y%(l"k; som cira mau xanh (K&t qua 1 cira bay gir mau xanh)).
Danh ngir ciing ¢6 chirc nang ci phép twong ty va ciing dién ta qua trinh do dong tir bitu dat :
So sénh:
- They have made him sad
(Ho 1am anh ta budn (K&t qua la anh ta dang budn))
Vva - They have elected him president (As a result, he is now president)
(Ho bau dng ta 1am chi tich (K&t qua la ong ta bay giv Ia chu tich)).
Nic dd, hiu hét c4c tinh ngir tiéng Anh dBu 6 thE xudt hi¢n trong hai chirc ning ci phéap co
béan nay, nhung ciing c6 mot s§ tinh ngi¥ ti&ng Anh chi xuit hign véi mot trong hai chire nang
ndy ma thoi; hodc ciing c6 the xuit hi¢n ca v6i hai chirc ndng nay nhung mang sdc thai ¥ nghia
hoan toan khac nhau.
(i) Nhitng tinh tir chi xuZt hi¢n v6i chirc nang tinh ngi¥ khong trre ti€p md ta ndi dung phan
4nh thyc tai cia danh tir.

a) D6 1a mjt s nhém tinh tir chi mirc do tang cwdng nhu 1a: certain, outright, pure, real,
complete, perfect, entire, strong, great ... Vi du:

An outright lie: Loi n6i d8i trdng trom. Khong the n6i: # A lie is outright.

A complete failure: Thit bai hoan toan. Ciing khong thE noi: # A failure is complete.
Hodc: An old friend, "old” & day khong c6 nghia 12 "gid" ma mang y nghia "c@" va thuang phai
dich sang ti€ng Viét 13: mét nguéi ban ca.

b) Mot s8 tinh tir chi mirc o han ch@ nhir "main’, "precis:

The main reason: Ly do chinh. Nhung khong tht néi: # The reason is main.

The only opportunity: Co hji duy nhit. Ciing khong th noi: # The opportunity is only.

"o,

“only", "same”. Vi du:

c) La nh6m tinh tir c6 quan hé gén gai véi "trang tir". Vi du:

A hard student < A student who studies hard: Mot sinh vién cham.

d) Hoic I tinh tir phit sinh tir danh tir:

Criminal law: Ludt hinh sy.

A mcdical college: Trurong dai hoc y.
(ii) Nhirng tinh tir chi xuft hi¢n trong chirc ndng vi ngi¥ thwong rat giding véi dong tir va trang

tir. Chiing thwrong d€ cap dn tinh trang sire khoe: faint, ill, well, unwell... Vi du:

(He is) very well: (Anh dy) rit khoe.

(She is) ill: (Chi fy) 5m.
Hogc 1a mdt nhém tinh tir thwong phai c6 bd ngir di kém: afraid, conscious, aware, fond... Vi
dy:

He wasn’t sure what impulse made him go first to Hary Mack’s body (P. D. James, 1987)

(Ong ta khong bi€t chic dong co gi da budc dng ta lai xem xét x4c clia Hary Mack trurrc).
3. Ngoai hai chitc niing ci phap co ban trén, tinh ng ¢6 thE thay thé cho ci mot ménh dé ma
céc nha Anh ngir hoc thuérng goi 12 ménh d€ khong c6 dong tir: verbless clause (R. Quirk and S.
greenbaum 1977; G. Leech and J. Svartvik, 1990). Trong cic truong hop nhu vay, tinh ngir
thurérng twong dwong v6i trang ngir hoie ménh dE trang ngir. Vi du:
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Puzzled, but not yet worried, she tricd the doorknob (P. D. James, 1987)

(BG&i r8i, nhung van chira lojling, c6 ta van nim cira).

Talkative, gregarious and insensitive, he attached himself to any group larger or more

important than the one he was actually in. (P. D. James, 1987).

(Hay néi, thich giao du va khong nhay cim, ong ta thudng gén minh vao bit cir mot nhom

nao I¢n hon hodc quan trong hon 12 cii nhom ma dng ta thye sy 1a mot thanh vién).

4. Va mot chirc nang nira clia tinh ngir ma chiing ta khong thE khdng d& cap t6i: tinh ngt¥ c6 thE
diing thay thé cho danh ngir. Trong truromg hop d6, tinh iy thrdmg mang ¥ nghia tdng quat chi
mdt nhom ngudi va thudng di véi quan tir xac dinh "the". Vi du:

Commitment was o the job, to the living, not to the dead. (P. D. James, 1987).

(Cam k€t v&i cdng viéc, v&i ngudi sdng, chir khong phai véi ngudri chét) [10].

1L TRAT TU TU TRONG CAU TRUC TINH NGO TIENG ANH

Ciing giSng nhuw trdt ty tir trong ciu tric dohg ngit va danh ngi, trit ty L trong cfu triic
tinh ngir tiéng Anh bao.gdm: phin diu, phin trung tim va phan cudi.

TINHNGU
|
I I 1

Phan dau I Trung tAmI [ Phin cubi |

Céc tir phy Tinh tir Céc tr phy
(I am not) exactly sure
(It was) bad enough to be slumped here
(He was) aware of a small noise at his side
(He would be) sure to know
(Itis) surprisingly vicious for the Paternoster
(I've never been) quite sure what the attraction is

(P. D. James, 1987)
T so dO trénehiing ta c6 the c6 4 dang tinh ngir sau:
(1) Dang don.gidni(ehi.c6.tir trung tdm)
«Trung tAm
(Heis) tall
(i) Dang.-c6;phdn ddu va phiin trung tam
Phiin du Trungtm

(She is) very angry
(They are) «completely exhausted

(iii) Dang chi c6 phlin trung tdm va phin cui:
Trung tdm Phan cudi
(That towel looks) dry enough
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Trung tam Phan cudi

(She was) aware of the desperate coldness
(1.am) afraid 1 can’t walk
(He would be) sure to know
iv) Dang c6 c4 ba thanh phin
g P
Phin dau Trung tdm Phin cudi
(They are) very aware of the danger
(Itis) too heavy to carry
(Heis) very afraid that might she lose her way

Cic thanh t3i phy phin diu la nhém tir chi mirc dd (trang tir): very, too, fairly, rather,
extremely, quite, unbelievablely, more, much more,... Cic thanh t3 phu phin cudi bao gdm:
ddng tir nguyén dang c6 tidu tir "to", cac dodn ngit ¢6 gidi tir Jam trung tam, trang ngir vd ménh
d& ma céc nha Anh ngitr hoc da ban dén nhigu theo cic d& muc riéng. Nhu vay, néu so véi cdu
triic dong ngir va danh ngir thi ching ta c6 the thdy cdu triic cla tinh ng&r dom gian hon nhidu
néu xét vE mat s§ hrong chc thanh t3 phy ( céc vi tri clia chiing trong phin ddu va phin cudi).

Céc loai tinh tir trong ti€ng Anh ciing c6 th& ciing xudt hi¢n nhung thco mdt trit ty kha
nghiém ngjt nhir sau:

A- Tinh tir mang § nghia tdng quét nhu: gracious, typical, beautiful, handsome, spended.

B- Tinh tir gidm nghia: littleonly, main,...

C- Tinh tir chi tudi t4c: old, young, new

D- Tinh tir chi mawsdc: red, green, yellow, white,...

E- Dong tinh tir: carved, broken, interesting,...

F- Tinh tir chi ngudn gdc, lai lich: British, American, Victnamese,...

G- Tinh tir chi loai mang ¥ nghia "bao gdm”, "c6 lién quan 16i™ social, political, moral...

Chiing ta c6 so dd sau:

Determines A B C D E ¥ G Noun

The hectic social life

The extravagant social life

A grey Crumbling tower

Some intricate little old interlocking Chinesce design

A small green carved idol

His heavy new moral  respon-
sibilitics

(Theo R. Quirk and S. Greenbaum, 1976)
Khi chiing cung xudt hign, thi trit ty tir ctia cac tinh (¥ ndy phai theo thir ty anphabét. Trén
thye t€, chiing ta rit ft gap trrong hop ma tit ca cic loai tinh tir trén ddng thori ciing xudt hi¢n.
Nhur vay, tinh ngir ti€ng Anh, ciing nhw tinh ngir cic ngdn ngir khic (li¥ng Viét, Nga,
Phiép...) d€u ¢ hai chirc nang cii phap co ban: tinh ngir va vi ngir. Nhung 6 the néi ring tinh
ngir ti€ng Anh khéc v6i tinh ngir cia cac ngon ngi¥ khac & chd chiing ¢o thE dung thay cho danh
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ngir va duoc ding trong ménh dE khong dong tir (tromg dwong véi trang ngir). VE cdu tric, tinh
ngit tiéng Anh ciing c6 phin diu va phin cudi, nhung dom gidn hom cu tric danh ngi va déng
ngi¥, n€u ta xét v& mat s lwong cic thanh (3 phy c6 the xudt hi¢n trong mot don ngir day du, Iy
trdng. Hy vong nay ring bai viét nay s& dong gop mdt phin nao d6 vao vigc nghién ciru ngbn
ngr va vicc giang day ti€ng Anh véi tu cach 1a mot ngoai ngir [1, 2, 3]
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ON THE ENGLISH ADJECTIVE PHRASE

VUNGOCTU
Vietnam National University, Hanoi

One of the important phrases after the verb and noun phrases in English that has been paid
attention to by many English linguists is a adjective phrase. The description and analysis of the
English adjective phrase is, therel d as important in the study of the target
language. This paper, therefore, focuses on the syntactical functions of the English adjective
phrase and the considers its possible constructions by looking at the positions of the various

1 (the p ding, following el and the adjective head). It is hoped that this paper
will make a certain contribution to the rescarch of the English language in general and to the
teaching of the English adjective phrasc and the teaching of English as a foreign language in
particular. :
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